
DISD Bond 

Election 
 

   The Dallas ISD Board of Trustees called for a bond 
election on Saturday, May 10, 2008, asking Dallas 
voters to approve the proposed $1.35 billion bond 
program. According to the Dallas Morning News, for 
an owner of a $200,000 house, the 2008 bond issue 
would raise the annual tax bill by about $99. The 
Bond program was designed to pay for capital 
improvements, not for the annual operating expenses. 
 

Bond funds are proposed to: 

• Build new schools 

• Construct new additions and renovate existing schools 

• Build Science labs 

• Purchase classroom and lab computers 

• Update technology and infrastructure 

• Refurbish sports complexes 

• Renovate and expand lunchrooms 
 

   Dallas ISD has about 160,000 students, making it the 

12th largest school district in the United States. Serving the 

students are more than 19,000 employees, making DISD 

one of the largest employers in the city. According to a 

study by the Editorial Projects in Education Research 

Center, DISD nationally ranked 7th worst among school 

systems in the 50 largest cities. Proponents say bond 

funding is important to accommodate the district’s current 

and future curriculum needs and educational programs. 

The goal is to provide the infrastructure and support 

systems to help students graduate college and become 

workforce ready. 
 

   At the next LGNA membership meeting, learn more 

about the school district, budget funding decisions made 

each year and the specific requests being made to improve 

our educational system to better meet the needs of our 

students and staff. We will have a guest speaker 

representing our area, DISD District 2. 
 

For more information on the DISD Bond: 
 Visit:  www.ourstudentsourfuture.com 
 or       www.dallasisd.org 
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NEXT LGNA 

MEETING 

WHEN 

 
WHERE 

 

 

 

TOPIC 

Tuesday May 20  
7:00pm 
 
Greenland Hills 
United Methodist 
Church  
5835 Penrose 
 
DISD Bond  
Election 

LGNA meetings are held the third 
Tuesday of odd-numbered months. 

MOCKINGBIRD TO ROSS / GREENVILLE TO SKILLMAN 

LGNA 
LOWERLOWERLOWERLOWER    

GREENVILLEGREENVILLEGREENVILLEGREENVILLE    

NEIGHBORHOODNEIGHBORHOODNEIGHBORHOODNEIGHBORHOOD    

ASSOCIATIONASSOCIATIONASSOCIATIONASSOCIATION    

MAY / JUN 2008MAY / JUN 2008MAY / JUN 2008MAY / JUN 2008    

♦ Board Elections 

♦ Know Your Neighbor 

♦ LGNA Mission Statement 

♦ St. Patrick’s Day Event   

Recap 

♦ Dig This: Ask A  

        Neighborhood Gardener 

♦ Crime Update 

Log on to 
www.lgna.net to 
take our poll 
and tell us what 
you think.    
 
This month’s poll: 
    What do you think of the 
new newsletter format?  

in this issue 

now on the web 



Not many of us have lived more than                                                             

half our lives in the same neighborhood.  

That can’t be said of Jim and Lori Sorg of Belmont Ave. Jim first moved to 

the Lower Greenville area from Indiana in 1989, looking to experience the 

excitement of a big city for the first time. While looking for a job, Jim tended 

bar where he met a fellow bartender who would soon become his wife, 

Lori. Jim and Lori later married and bought their first home on Belmont.  
 

About 15 years later, they began to outgrow their modest bungalow. 

Having grown attached to the neighborhood, they decided to re-build 

instead of moving to a new neighborhood. So Jim and Lori packed up and 

moved to a rent house a few streets over while they tore down and rebuilt a 

beautiful new Prairie-Foursquare home on the same lot, one of the first 

created after the Belmont Addition Conservation District was passed. Of 

course, with a larger home, there was space to fill and room to grow. Jim 

and Lori added to their family with the birth of a bouncing baby boy on Sept 

17, 2007.  
 

Jim has been one of our most faithful Crime Watch volunteers contributing 

both his time, his ideas and his network of neighbors to the cause. Never 

afraid to get his hands dirty, Jim has helped organize several alley clean-

ups in the area. His “get ‘er done” attitude has inspired more than a few 

others to get involved. Jim works as an engineer and Lori sells insurance 

benefits to corporations.                                     Darren Dattalo—Goliad 

How well do you know your neighbors?  One 
of the best things you can do to 
improve your neighborhood is to get 
to know those who live around you. 
Not only does it make for a happier 
place to live, it actually helps 
reduce crime. Find some time this 
week to say hello to a new 
neighbor! And if you know of 
someone you’d like to see profiled 
in this column, let us know. 

Lower Greenville Neighborhood Association’s annual meeting is May 20, 2008, 7pm at 
Greenland Hills UMC, 5835 Penrose.  There are three board positions up for election this year.  
Your nominating committee is recommending Darren Dattalo, Alan Schonborn and Philip 
Kingston. Darren and Alan are current board members and have agreed to stand for re-election.  
Rotating off the board is Elise Pullman. A big thank you to Elise who has served generously. 
Philip Kingston currently lives on Palo Pinto (after living on Velasco for several years) and is 
active in several neighborhood projects.  Darren has lived on Goliad for 9 years and currently 
coordinates our Crime Watch.  Alan has lived in the Lower Greenville area for 24 years and on 
Ellsworth for 3 years. Alan has been a regular contributor at LGNA meetings and has delivered 
newsletters for several years.                                                                Gay Hopkins—Monticello 

ELECTION OF BOARD MEMBERSELECTION OF BOARD MEMBERSELECTION OF BOARD MEMBERSELECTION OF BOARD MEMBERS    

Got a great story you 
would like to see in our 
newsletter? We welcome 
any stories or articles 

you’d like to submit. Just 
drop us a line at: 
director1@lgna.net 

CCCChanging hanging hanging hanging TTTTimesimesimesimes    
Updating the  
LGNA Mission Statement 

Earlier this year, the board drafted an updated 
mission statement for LGNA. It was presented 

to the membership for comment and then 
adopted. This statement outlines our guiding 
principles as we work on behalf of the 

neighborhood.  

 
The Lower Greenville Neighborhood 
Association (LGNA) is composed of 
residents dedicated to supporting and 
promoting a positive quality of life in our 
neighborhood by, 

♦ Providing a forum where neighbors 
can communicate on items of mutual 
interest, 

♦ Identifying, encouraging, and 
promoting interests and concerns of 
the neighborhood including but not 
limited to safety and neighborhood 
improvements, 

♦ Representing neighborhood interests 
by acting as liaison to other 
neighborhood associations, civic 
entities, and other groups, 

♦ Promoting desirable development 
within and adjacent to the 
neighborhood association 
boundaries, 

all in order to protect the residential 
integrity of the neighborhood. 

KNOWKNOWKNOWKNOW    
NEIGHBORSNEIGHBORSNEIGHBORSNEIGHBORS    

your 



Q&A 
Dig This! 

Springtime, my favorite gardening 
season in TX;  my yard bursts into 
bloom, tender leaves unfold on  
deciduous trees, butterflies emerge 
from their cocoons, birds awaken me 
every morning with their backyard 
chatter, and toads serenade me to 
sleep at night.  
 

Why do I like spring gardening, you 
might ask? For you it might mean 
cleaning flower beds, trimming hedges, 
carrying home flats of summer annuals 
from garden supply and then trying to 
find the time to get them planted. 
What’s there to like about that?  Well, 
while you all are working up a sweat, 
I’m strolling through the yard sipping a 
crisp pino t gris, relishi ng the 
compliments from neighbors walking or 
driving by. My trusty Felco red handled 
clippers snip off a spent bloom or clip a 
bouquet of fresh flowers to brighten my 
kitchen table. I enjoy spring soooo 
much because most of my gardening 
work was done months ago. Perennials 
(plants that come back year after year), 
spring blooming bulbs and annuals 
planted last fall, colorful shrubbery, old 
garden roses, and harvested seeds 
sown in bare spots all add to the 
tapestry of my spring yard.  
 

I’m not a master gardener, but have 
mastered gardening in Texas and hope 
to share some of my gardening 
s t ra t eg i es  wi t h yo u i n t h i s 
neighborhood newsletter. Please send 
your questions or gardening secrets to 
digthislgna@yahoo.com. I look forward 
to helping you enjoy 
every gardening season 
as much as I do and 
contributing to our 
neighborhood’s outdoor 
beauty. 
Sara Wick—Palo Pinto 

Notes from a 
Neighborhood  
Gardener 

St. Pat’sRecap 

Here’s what you missed at 
our last LGNA meeting: 

At LGNA’s March meeting, Dallas Police Department Lt. Barbara Hobbs gave us a 
recap of DPD’s St. Patrick’s efforts. This was Central Division’s first year to 
manage the event, and Lt. Hobbs told LGNA members about improvements in 
management and control. The added resources and focus resulted in: 
 

• 329 parking citations 

• 139 calls to 911 through the designated dispatcher, mostly for loud private 

parties, parking and trash 

• 64 illegally parked vehicles being towed 

• 48 arrests for public intoxication 

• 13 DWI arrests 

• 72 officers assigned to the neighborhood, up from 52 in 2007  

• 911 dispatcher specifically assigned to the area 
 

LGNA volunteers also assisted in lessening the impact on our neighborhood.  
Additional streets were added to LGNA’s no-parking coverage, approximately a 
50% increase over 2007.  Constructing and erecting these signs could not have 
been possible without the enthusiastic assistance of DPD-sponsored Explorer (Boy 
Scout) troops.   
 

LGNA volunteers worked with the Scouts to construct 600 signs for LGNA and our 
neighbors to the west, Lowest Greenville West NA.  The Scouts and volunteers 
also posted signs on 82 blocks in the LGNA area.  Thanks to Kathryn Willison, 
Ryan Trimble, Dale Scofield, Cameron Scofield, Elise Pullman, April McGowan, 
Shelly McClintock, Kelsey McClintock, Blane Ladymon, Philip Kingston, Jaime 
Ibarra, Gay Hopkins, Chris Hite, Darren Dattalo, and Pat Carr.  Also thanks to Avi 
Adelman, Josh Erhenfeld and Jeffrey Baustert who posted signs on Oram, 
Prospect, Richmond, and Belmont. 
 

One final note, residents of our neighborhood rely upon LGNA as a responsible 
source of accurate information.  LGNA and Council Member Angela Hunt’s office 
both distributed maps and information on parking and traffic in an effort to warn 
residents of the parking that day. Unfortunately, there were last-minute changes in 
the city’s no-parking designations which were not included in the information 
distributed and that may have caused confusion for some residents.  LGNA regrets 
the confusion and inconvenience. 

Pat Carr—Vanderbilt 

LGNA wishes to give a big round of applause to 
neighborhood resident Tim Evans. Prior to this issue, Tim 
had done a terrific job laying out the LGNA newsletter for 
many years. He patiently assembled the articles contributed 
by the various other volunteers in the organization, never 
missed a deadline and gave us a professional looking 
publication every time.   

 

And speaking of the newsletter…. Many, many thanks to those who have 
offered their time to distribute newsletters. But more help is still needed. The 
LGNA newsletter is distributed door-to-door 6 times a year and takes about 
an hour per street. 
 

If you can help your neighborhood by delivering to at least one street, contact 
Director1@LGNA.net or call 214-821-2562. 
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CRIME WATCH UPDATE 

LGNALGNALGNALGNA    & LGNA& LGNA& LGNA& LGNA EXPANDED NEIGHBORHOOD PATROL  EXPANDED NEIGHBORHOOD PATROL  EXPANDED NEIGHBORHOOD PATROL  EXPANDED NEIGHBORHOOD PATROL SIGNSIGNSIGNSIGN----UPUPUPUP FORM FORM FORM FORM    

Please choose all that apply: 

Join LGNA ($10/yr, $5 for seniors) 

Join ENP ($200/yr, $150 for seniors) 

Add me to the Crime Watch email list 

Please contact me about volunteering 

NAME: 

ADDRESS: 

PHONE: 

CELL: 

EMAIL: 

Please print clearly! Email addresses are required to receive neighborhood alerts. Personal information is not shared with any outside group or 

used for any other purpose. Receipts will be furnished upon request. Checks for LGNA membership should be made out to LGNA. For 

Extended Neighborhood Patrol membership, checks should be made out to LGNA-ENP.  

 

Mail this form and check payable to LGNA or LGNA-ENP to: PO Box 720067, Dallas, TX 75372 (or bring it to the next LGNA meeting). 

COMMENTS: 

JO IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIAT ION!JO IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIAT ION!JO IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIAT ION!JO IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIAT ION!     

ENP 

IN ACTION! 
LGNA launched its Extended Neighborhood 
Patrol Program in early March. We now have 
an off-duty patrol officer monitoring our 
neighborhood 10 hours per week. Officer Keith 
Allen is currently doing our patrols. Officer 
Keith also provides ENP patrols for Vickery 
Place. We currently have 130 residents signed 
up for ENP. Once we have 200, we will double 
patrol hours to 20 per week.  
 
One of the benefits of this program is that 
members may request the patrol officer to 
check on their home when they are traveling. 
So far, we’ve had at least 15 households take 
advantage of this service in just the first 6 
weeks. Whether you are a member of ENP or 
not, you may find a note from Officer Keith on 
your doorstep, in your mailbox or under your 
windshield wiper. We have given him a memo 
tablet and asked him to notify people of 
dangerous or compromised conditions. If you 
leave your iPod sitting on the dash or your 
garage door open, you’re likely to get a note 
from Officer Keith warning you that this is not a 
good idea.  
 
Starting in the next newsletter, Officer Keith will 
be answering questions and giving us his 
advice. As a long time DPD officer and an 
expert on the Lower Greenville area, Keith 
brings a unique perspective to our crime 
problems. Send your questions or concerns to 
crimewatch@lgna.net.  

Darren Dattalo—Goliad 

In the first quarter of 2008, we saw a fair improvement in the number of crime 
incidents compared to this time last year. While many other parts of the city 
have seen dramatic rises in the rate of home burglaries, LGNA residents have 
actually had a 28% decrease since last year. But the best news is that 
incidents of violent crime are down dramatically, cut by two-thirds! This trend 
will continue if we keep looking out for each other. 
 

We did have a slight increase (by one car) in the number of auto thefts. 
Although some of the reportedly stolen cars reflect bar patrons who’ve had 
their cars towed, most are legitimate thefts. In most cases, these vehicles 
were parked on the street or in parking lots. Among the Residential Thefts/
Break-ins, many of these are BMVs (Burglary of Motor Vehicle). The most 
common target at this time is the GPS Unit which most people leave mounted 
on their windshield or dash. You can protect yourself by removing these and 
all other valuables and bringing them inside or at least placing them out of 
sight in the trunk, glove box or under the seat. We are getting reports from 
around the city that catalytic converters are being targeted as well. We have 
had more than one incident of these being stolen in our neighborhood. Please 
park off-street to minimize the risk of this type of theft.  
 

To be added to our crime watch email distribution list and receive monthly 
crime statistics and crime alerts, please email us at crimewatch@lgna.net.  

 

Total  

Incidents 

Residential 
Incidents 

Residential 
Thefts & 
Break-ins  

Violent 
Crime** 

Auto 
Theft 

Jan-2008 49 27 11 2 4 

Feb-2008 72 37 20 1 5 

Mar-2008 60 27 12 4 6 

Total 1Q 2008 181 91 43 7 15 

Total 1Q 2007 188 106 60 20 14 

% Change -3.7% -14.2% -28.3% -65.0% 7.1% 

** Violent crime includes murder, rape, robbery or aggravated assault. 

2008200820082008————Off To A Good Start!Off To A Good Start!Off To A Good Start!Off To A Good Start! 


