
   Join LGNA for an evening of fun, shopping and visiting with 
your neighbors at Downing Hill Garden Studio on Thursday, 
September 16. The meeting officially starts at 7:00 p.m., but plan 
to come early to shop. As well as refreshments, door prizes and 
entertainment, a portion of sales will help your neighborhood. 
   Downing Hill’s owner Tom Henderson features a monthly 
Neighborhood Night to aid various neighborhood associations and 
other groups in our area.  The September 16 night will benefit the 
LGNA Crime Watch. Ten percent of Downing Hill’s sales between 
6:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. will be donated to our Crime Watch, 
enhancing our neighborhood’s ENP patrol hours.  
   Downing Hill specializes in outdoor furniture and accessories.  
The meeting will be a chance to do early Christmas shopping and 
get ideas for enhancing your own yard and garden.  The event is 
open to all, so invite your friends 
to attend. 
   Downing Hill is located at 3016 
Greenville Avenue in the former 
Ole Moon space.  
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and tell us what 
you think.    
 
This month’s poll: How do 
you feel about an increase in 
property taxes to maintain 
city services at their current 
level? 

now on the web 

A Little Garden Inspiration  
Benefiting LGNA Crime Watch 

   The annual LGNA Pot Luck just gets 
bigger every year. With about 100 
people in attendance, this year’s family-
friendly dinner featured not only an 
abundance of good food, but a chance to 
meet your neighbors and representatives 
of City and State government. Complete 
fajita fixings from Blue Goose Cantina 
and the famed shrimp cocktail from Aw 
Shucks were once again a hit.  

Complementing the main courses were dozens of side dishes and 
desserts brought by area residents – in all, so much food that we were 
grateful for the take-home boxes provided by Blue Goose.   
   Special guests included City Plan Commissioner Bill Peterson and his 
wife PJay, City Strategic Services Coordinator Pamé La Ashford, DPD 
Lt. Albert Martinez, ENP Officer Keith Patton, and Ryan Trimble, 
District Director for State Rep. Dan Branch. Philip Kingston repeated 
his win for the best salsa, and Ryan Trimble’s guacamole again brought 
home the honors for the best dip.  Winners of the salsa and dip 
contests received generous prizes provided by Blue Goose. 
Considering the many delicious offerings 
on the dessert table, however, several 
people suggested that next year’s dinner 
feature a dessert contest.  
   Many thanks to all the neighborhood 

residents who attended and especially to 

those who helped with the setup and 

cleanup. 

PAT CARR—VANDERBILT 

JULY MEETING RECAP 

Pick Up: Sept 13-17 

Earliest Set-Out:  Sept 9 

 

Pick Up: Oct 11-15 

Earliest Set-Out:  Oct 7 

 

Pick Up: Nov 8-12 

Earliest Set-Out:  Nov 4 
 

Remember: The city has a zero 

tolerance for placing trash out 

prior to the earliest set-out date. 

Don’t get stuck with a fine for 

missing the date.  

BULK TRASH DATESBULK TRASH DATESBULK TRASH DATESBULK TRASH DATES    



KNOWKNOWKNOWKNOW    your 

NEIGHBORSNEIGHBORSNEIGHBORSNEIGHBORS    
COMMERCIAL TAXATION 

   At the August Budget Town Hall, Angela Hunt 
expressed frustration with the imbalance of commercial 
taxation, but said that it would involve a change to state 
law.  Commercial property, she said, is undervalued for 
taxing purposes because Texas is one of only five 
states that do not report commercial-property sales 
prices. While residential-property sales prices are 
reported, commercial sales prices are not reported. 
   She believes that commercial properties are 
undervalued because of that, so residential properties 
bear more than their fair share of taxation.  Hunt advises 
that taxpayers can convey their concern by contacting 
their State Representatives. 
 

REPORTING DOG ATTACKS 
   Neighborhood residents have once again been 
reporting increased sightings of dog packs roaming the 
area, along with reports of those animals killing small 
pets. Recently a sleeping cat was attacked and killed on 
its front porch by a pack of three dogs. Bruce Felps of 
EastDallasTimes.com explored the maze of City Hall 
and discovered a relatively new City service. The animal 
Fast Line – 214-670-3278, the last four digits spelling 
“fast” – operates from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m., Mondays-
Fridays. If someone sees a pack of dogs, they should 
call that number, and Animal Services will dispatch a 
team immediately.  Of course, dogs move fast, so the 
quicker you can call, the better.  
   Bruce adds, “If a sighting occurs outside those hours, 
call 311 unless a dangerous dog is, like, chasing a kid, 
and then call 911. The best thing to do, though, is 
supervise outside excursions. As helpful and well-
meaning as the folks at Animal Services are, they can 
only respond so fast.” 
   Conjecture is that the dogs are not strays, but are 

domestic pets allowed to roam outside their homes.  So 

think twice if you’re one of those pet owners that allow 

their dogs to go beyond the confines of your yard.  Your 

neighbors will appreciate your thoughtfulness. 

Nicole Jones, LGNA resident and wife of board 
member David Jones, is an animal lover and 
has been a foster parent for Paws in the City for several years now. She 
suggested that we put the spotlight on some of our furry neighbors once in a 
while.  
 

Nicole’s most recent foster pup is Coco, a two year old rescue. Coco is a 
40lb, female black lab/catahoula mix which makes her very smart and 
affectionate! She’s smaller than she looks in the photo and is full grown. 
Coco ran out of time but lucky for her, Paws in the City came to her rescue. 
After a two month stay at Urban Paws, she joined her foster family, the 
Joneses on Goodwin.  
 

Coco is still looking for a forever family. She likes to cuddle and go for walks. 
She is housetrained, walks well on a leash and is in the process of learning 
more tricks. She gets along great with other dogs. She’s spayed and is up to 
date on all shots. If you’re interested in meeting Coco, give her foster parents 
a call at 214-769-5376.  
 

Paws In The City is an all-volunteer nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization 

committed to ending the abuse, neglect and overpopulation of Dallas-area 

dogs and cats. Their goal is that every adoptable dog and cat get a loving 

home. By providing money for spay/neuter and increasing the adoption rate, 

they are taking the first step in making Dallas a no-kill city.  Paws in the City 

has spent many years rescuing and healing the abused, neglected and 

abandoned dogs and cats of our community. They have placed dogs and 

cats into foster homes and then into adoptive homes. You can also visit them 

at Pet Supplies Plus on Mockingbird or Petsmart at Lovers and Greenville.  

They host many adoption events each month and have 

several foster families right here in the LGNA area. If 

you’re interested in 

volunteering or learning 

more about  this 

w o n d e r f u l 

organization, please 

visit them online at 

www.pawsinthecity.org. 

Find some time 
this week to 
say hello to a 
new neighbor!  

   Last year’s event was rained out, but this year we plan to be back bigger and better than ever.  
National Night Out is designed to strengthen community relationship between residents and public 
service organizations such as police, city departments and charitable organizations that serve the 
community. Approximately 5,000 households are represented by the Neighborhood Associations that 
host the event, and our event generates 700+ attendees each year. The date for this year’s event will 
be Tuesday, October 5, 2010, from 5:30-8:30 pm, once again at Tietze Park.  
   We will have police officers to talk to about crime concerns. In addition, we will have exhibits from 
charitable organizations. As usual we will have the face painters, hotdogs and the kids free-throw contest. New this year, we’ll have a 
bounce house and a pie-eating contest that you definitely don’t want to miss! And if you ever worried about a lost pet, take 
advantage of low-cost pet micro-chipping being offered by Second Chance SPCA for only $20. (Please keep all pets on leashes or in 
crates.)  
   This is a great opportunity to have some fun, meet some neighbors and learn a little something about health and safety. Look for 
the light blue flyer on your doorstep. The event will take the place of our regularly scheduled November LGNA meeting. Be sure to 
save the date! 

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT COMING OCT 5thNATIONAL NIGHT OUT COMING OCT 5thNATIONAL NIGHT OUT COMING OCT 5thNATIONAL NIGHT OUT COMING OCT 5th    

FURRYFURRYFURRYFURRY    



Q&A Dig This!  

   September means “Back to School” for 
some and “Back to Gardening” for others. 
During the lazy days of summer, I trust my 
garden to the fate of nature and a sprinkler 
system. But as temperatures drop, it’s time 
to get back to the dirt. Just as Back to 
School means sprucing up, a new 
wardrobe, school supplies, seeds of 
knowledge, and good nutrition, Back to 
Gardening can mean much the same. 
   Spruce up by dead-heading spent blooms 
in the garden and containers, cut back 
anything that looks a little weary, trim back 
hardy salvia and sage, prune roses by 
about 20-25%. 
   A new garden wardrobe might mean fall 
annuals and flowering bulbs—replanting 
containers with fall color or planting 
perennials such as Mexican bush sage, 
salvias and fall asters. Fall is a great time 
to plant large shrubs or tree 
specimens. Consider adding an interesting 
piece of garden art or freshen up what’s 
already there. 
   My list of back-to-gardening supplies 
includes: lawn and garden bags, gloves, 
pre-chilled tulips, daffodils, Dutch Iris, 
hyacinth and other hardy bulbs to plant 
through January for spring bloom, wild 
flower seeds, fertilizers and bulb food, 
perennial rye to overseed my lawn. I 
also make sure my gardening equipment is 
in good condition and organize the garden 
"shed”. 
   Seeds sown today will be the wildflowers 
of next summer. Cool season herbs and 
vegetables will encourage culinary 
creativity in months to come. 
   Nourishing the soil with an all-purpose 
fertilizer, hand watering newly planted 
shrubs, trees and wildflower seeds, turning 
the compost and top dressing beds with 
fresh compost will enhance the health of 
your gardens.       HAPPY GARDENING! 

Notes from a 
Neighborhood  
Gardener 

Send your gardening 

questions to Sara by 

email at:  
digthislgna@yahoo.com.  
    SARA WICK 
    PALO PINTO 

Back To Gardening 

   The dictionary defines “conundrum” as 
“a difficult choice or decision that must be 
made.” At the August Budget Town Hall 
hosted by Councilmembers Angela Hunt 
and Sheffie Kadane at St. Thomas 
Aquinas church, the dialogue between 
area residents and city officials was filled 
with conundrums. 
   Many of the comments from residents and City Hall centered on a property tax 
increase. As is generally known, revenue is down from sales and property taxes. 
At the time of the Town Hall, 5 of the 14 council members had said they would 
vote for a property tax increase, while 6 were backing Mayor Tom Leppert in 
opposing a tax increase. Three councilmembers – Hunt, Delia Jasso, and Pauline 
Medrano – were still on the fence. The budget is expected to be finalized on 
September 22. 
   Mayor Leppert opened the meeting with a plea for not increasing property taxes, 
arguing that raising property taxes is short sighted. He suggested that growth in 
Dallas is slower than that of nearby cities because taxes in Dallas are higher than 
those in other cities. He cited savings such as the privatization of the Dallas Zoo 
in late 2009 which he said has saved the City $5 million. Councilmember Hunt 
asked for input from the audience. Councilmember Kadane spoke in favor of no 
tax increase but also asked for audience input. While citizens at other of the town-
hall meetings may have a different opinion, a large majority of residents at this 
meeting were in favor of increasing taxes. 
   Topics largely ignored were big-picture items such as infrastructure projects, 
debt service, and economic vibrancy. Economic vibrancy includes flood control, 
street maintenance, and economic development. Also largely ignored at the 
meeting were reductions in the public-safety budget – a slowdown in new hires, 
mandatory unpaid leave days, and compensatory time in lieu of overtime. 
   Most concerns voiced by area residents at the meeting were with cuts in 
relatively small-budget items such as culture, arts, and recreation.  A staff cut at 
the Bath House Cultural Center and the closing of the Tietze pool were 
mentioned. Over half of the proposed budget’s personnel layoffs will be Parks & 
Recreation employees. In the proposed 2011 $2.75 billion budget, 2% is 
earmarked for culture, arts, and recreation. 
  Citizens did express their frustration with the proposed budget’s logic. Some of 
the comments and questions included: 
“You’re building new libraries, but you don’t have the money to operate them.” 

“Why build expensive arts facilities if we’re losing artists by not supporting them?” 

“You forward the concept of a world-class city but are lowering the quality of life.” 

“Why should we spend money on an improved water-conservation plan if we don’t 
enforce the ordinances we have now?” 
   Leppert responded that the City is seeking sponsorships for parks and 
recreation centers.  
   There was also some discussion about the possible loss of the ambulance at 
Station 17 which serves the LGNA area. According to Dallas Fire Rescue, Station 
17’s ambulance is the least utilized ambulance in the DFR system. There is a 
possibility that the city will relocate this equipment to a site in the southern sector 
due to an expiring contract with the City of Duncanville which currently services 
that area. Our area would be served by an ambulance located 2 minutes farther 
away at Garrett and Monarch. Station 17 would still have paramedics, and the fire 
trucks there are already equipped to provide the same services that come with the 
ambulance. The only difference would be if transport to a hospital is needed, that 
service would require calling for the ambulance at Station 8.  A final decision 
hasn’t yet been reached. 
 

If you’re interested in reading more about the proposed City budget, go to 
www.DallasCityHall.com and click on “Proposed FY 2010-2011 Budget.” 
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2011 Budget2011 Budget2011 Budget2011 Budget    

CMs Hunt and Kadane address a standing-room-

only crowd at St. Thomas Aquinas. 



CRIME WATCH UPDATE 

LGNALGNALGNALGNA    & LGNA& LGNA& LGNA& LGNA EXPANDED NEIGHBORHOOD PATROL  EXPANDED NEIGHBORHOOD PATROL  EXPANDED NEIGHBORHOOD PATROL  EXPANDED NEIGHBORHOOD PATROL SIGNSIGNSIGNSIGN----UPUPUPUP FORM FORM FORM FORM    

Please choose all that apply: 

Join LGNA ($10/yr, $5 for 65+) 

Join ENP ($200/yr, $150 for 65+) 

Add me to the Crime Watch email list 

Please contact me about volunteering 

NAME: 

ADDRESS: 

PHONE: 

CELL: 

EMAIL: 

Please print clearly! Email addresses are required to receive neighborhood alerts. Personal information is not shared with any outside group or 

used for any other purpose. Receipts will be furnished upon request. Checks for LGNA membership should be made out to LGNA. For 

Extended Neighborhood Patrol membership, checks should be made out to LGNA-ENP. Please provide separate checks if possible.  

 

Mail this form and check payable to LGNA or LGNA-ENP to: PO Box 720067, Dallas, TX 75372 (or bring it to the next LGNA meeting). 

COMMENTS: 

JO IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIAT ION!JO IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIAT ION!JO IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIAT ION!JO IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIAT ION!     

Expanded Neighborhood  

Patrol Update 

 

Residential 

Incidents 

Car 
Break-Ins 

Other Res. 
 Thefts & 
Break-ins  

Violent 
Crime** 

Auto 
Theft 

Jun 2010 29 9 10 1 2 

Jul 2010 65 30 21 4 3 

Typical 31 16 9 3 2 

** Violent crime includes murder, rape, robbery or aggravated assault. 

   This past month I have been inundated with questions about 
the increase in the number of these offenses. There is some 
good news for those of you that have been victimized which I 
will address below. For years, the Dallas Police Department 
has encouraged our citizens to contact us when they see 
suspicious activity. The recent offenses highlight the reasons 
why we have made these requests.  
   Our “favorite” BMV suspect has probably been responsible 
for a substantial percentage of the scores of offenses 
occurring since June 26, 2010. In all likelihood he stole a car in 
the Lakewood Heights neighborhood, stole a set of license 
plates from one of your neighbors that was from the same 
make and model as the stolen car, and then went on a spree 
of burglarizing vehicles throughout both neighborhoods. This 
suspect has 25 convictions covering dozens of arrests and has 
8 cases pending, which does not take into account the recent 
string of offenses. He blends into your neighborhood so well, 
that few people report his activities to us.  
   The great work by Darren Dattalo in providing the video that 
was broadcast on the evening news recently also shows a 
high-end car, driven by someone who looks like they could 
have been on any patio eating dinner. Nonetheless the activity 
of this person is clearly suspicious and worthy of a 911 call. 
Both these items debunk the myth that it is easy to spot the 
criminal. Both items should serve as an educational tool for the 
reporting of any activity, by any person that is suspicious.   
  Don’t focus on the person, focus on the activity. We don’t 
always provide feedback on your calls (we are striving to be 
better), but we do use the information you provide to assist us 
in making your neighborhood safer.  
   If you have been a victim of a BMV from June 26, 2010-July 
18, 2010, please contact me at ENP@LGNA.net. There has 
been some property recovered that we might be able to return 
to you. If you have any questions, also let me know. We are 
here to help. Thank you. 

  KEITH ALLEN—DALLAS POLICE 

CRIME WAVE HITS LOWER GREENVILLE 
 
   Despite a relatively quiet June, July was a really bad month. We had a big 
jump in property crimes, both car break-ins and home burglaries.  These were 
spread throughout the neighborhood and throughout the month and are 
continuing into August. A similar spike in property crimes occurred in July 2007 
and continued into August but disappeared in October that year.  
   Police are aware of the spike in property crimes and are responding quickly 
and with extraordinary means. So far there have been at least 8 arrests in the 
area, but the break-ins are still on-going. DPD is asking that we please continue 
calling in suspicious-persons reports to 911. These descriptions are very helpful. 
Lt. Albert Martinez asks everyone to please keep their porch lights on, both front 
and back. Our neighborhood can get very dark especially in the alleys, and this 
makes it easy for these nightime bandits to get away. He is also again asking 
that you please park off street in a garage if possible. 
  There were two recent instances of proactive neighbors getting involved. 
Recently a neighbor on Kenwood spotted a burglar in her garage.  She quickly 
called 911 to report the crime in progress and proceeded to follow the burglar 
when he attempted to leave so that she could tell police where to go. She stayed 
on the line until police arrived, and the officers arrested the individual. In a 
second incident, after a string of car break-ins in the next block, LGNA neighbor 
Christian Ryan checked his video security system and found that he had footage 
of the suspect casing a vehicle in front of his home on the same night. Although 
he was not a victim that night, he stepped forward, and we were able to forward 
the information to the DPD and to our ENP officer for follow-up. We really 
appreciate neighbors who take an active interest in reducing crime in the 
neighborhood. We’re in it together! 
      

DARREN DATTALO, CRIME WATCH COORDINATOR 

Burglary of Motor Vehicles (BMVs) 


