
Bring a Neighbor To The  
Summer Social 
 
   LGNA’s annual July summer social was a 
rousing success in 2008. This year’s event 
looks like it’s going to be even better. Our 
good neighbor, Blue Goose Cantina (located at Greenville and 
Goodwin) will generously provide fajita fixings – tortillas, meat, 
toppings, beans, chips, and salsa. 
   To show off your culinary expertise, bring a side dish or dessert.  
Whether it’s a salad, corn casserole, or Kroger’s apple pie – bring 
a dish to share with your neighbors. Last year’s contributions filled 
several tables, and folks went back for second and third helpings.   
   A smash hit from last year’s social was the “salsa contest,” with 
overwhelming requests to repeat the contest this year. If you have 
a favorite salsa recipe or dip, bring an entry for the contest in 
addition to your side dish. Everyone will sample the entries, and 
winners will be determined by their votes. Last year’s salsa contest 
featured heavy competition from over a dozen stellar entries, with District 
14’s Plan Commissioner Neil Emmons taking home the top honors. 
   There have been requests for a non-salsa dip contest. If you have a 
favored dip recipe in the non-salsa category, bring a sample of your 
favorite onion dip, shrimp dip, or spinach dip (or any other recipe in the 
category).  Again, everyone will sample and vote for the entries. 
   As well as the salsa and dip contests, there will be a “bring your 
neighbors” competition.  Invite your LGNA-area neighbors to attend as 
your guests. The household with the largest number of area guests will 
receive a prize. Blue Goose and its sister restaurants, Aw Shucks and 
Big Shucks, will provide prizes for contest winners, so work hard on your 

entries.  There will be strong competition! 
   City and State officials have been invited.  Come and 
chat with these folks on an informal basis. 
   Mark your calendar for Tuesday, July 21, 7:00 p.m. at 
Greenland Hills UMC, Penrose 
at Delmar.  This is a do-not-
miss event – good food, good 
company, and the thrill of 
multiple competitions. 
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Tues. July 21  7pm 

 
Greenland Hills United 
Methodist Church 
Penrose @ Delmar 

 
Potluck Social  
& Fajita Bash! 

MOCKINGBIRD TO ROSS / GREENVILLE TO SKILLMAN 

LGNA 
LOWERLOWERLOWERLOWER    

GREENVILLEGREENVILLEGREENVILLEGREENVILLE    

NEIGHBORHOODNEIGHBORHOODNEIGHBORHOODNEIGHBORHOOD    

ASSOCIATIONASSOCIATIONASSOCIATIONASSOCIATION    

JUL / AUG 2009JUL / AUG 2009JUL / AUG 2009JUL / AUG 2009    

♦ Join the LGNA Team! 

♦ Know Your Neighbor 

♦ Loving My Community 

♦ New DHL Rep 

♦ Officer/Board Election 

♦ Dig This: Ask A  

        Neighborhood Gardener 

♦ Crime Update 

Log on to 
www.LGNA.net 
to take our poll 
and tell us what 
you think.    
 
This month’s poll: 
What is your priority in the 
upcoming City budget?  

now on the web 

in this issue 

LGNA RECYCLING DATES 
 

Residents living on Lewis and Ross:  
Jul 2, Jul 16, Jul 30, Aug 13, Aug 27, Sep 10, Sep 24 

 

All Other Streets:  
Jul 9, Jul 23, Aug 6, Aug 20, Sep 3, Sep 17, Oct 1 

 

 LGNA BULK TRASH DATES 
 

All Streets 

Jul 13-17, Aug 10-14, Sep 14-18, Oct 12-16 
Earliest Set-Out Dates: Jul 10, Aug 7, Sep 11, Oct 9 

CLIP AND SAVECLIP AND SAVECLIP AND SAVECLIP AND SAVE    



Loving My CommunityLoving My CommunityLoving My CommunityLoving My Community————New Help for NeighborhoodsNew Help for NeighborhoodsNew Help for NeighborhoodsNew Help for Neighborhoods    

New DHL Representative 
   The Dallas Homeowners League is a citywide alliance 
of neighborhoods working for neighborhood self-
determination and empowerment. DHL actively works 
with City and State governments to represent 
neighborhood interests such as the City’s recent Form-
Based Zoning efforts. LGNA is a long-time member, 
and several of our residents have served on DHL’s 
board. 
   Member neighborhood associations appoint 
representatives who bring their area’s concerns and 
kudos to DHL. After many years of service as LGNA’s 
DHL rep, Maxine Aaronson has stepped down due to 
the growing demands of her successful legal practice 
as a tax attorney. LGNA thanks Maxine for the 
uncountable hours she’s devoted to both our 
neighborhood and to DHL over the last two decades. 
Maxine is turning the reins over to a new 
representative, Melissa Kingston, who’s expressed an 
interest in continuing LGNA’s active involvement with 
DHL. Many thanks to Maxine, and welcome to Melissa! 

A Loss to Our Neighborhood 
Sadly, our area recently lost a long-time active LGNA 
member, Marjorie Jowell, who passed away in May.  
She was an early LGNA supporter and was one of our 
first newsletter deliverers.  If you’ve ever attended an 
LGNA meeting, you may remember the 80+-year-old 
lady with humorous, outspoken opinions and the 
fabulous nails.  She will be missed. 

May Annual Meeting 
The annual LGNA meeting at DiTerra’s Urban Italian, 
1928 Greenville, saw members meeting old and new 
friends while they sampled a delicious buffet. Members 
voted on two open Board of Director positions. LGNA 
board members are elected for a three-year term on a 
staggered basis. That procedure ensures that the board 
is peopled with veterans as well as newcomers. This 
year’s election saw Patricia Carr re-elected and Peter 
Loh elected for his first term.  Welcome Peter! In 
addition, an informal update on current and recent 
zoning cases brought a spirited discussion of zoning 
policies and other City procedures. 

KNOWKNOWKNOWKNOW    your 
NEIGHBORSNEIGHBORSNEIGHBORSNEIGHBORS    

   In 2007 the Dallas Homeowner League presented the concept of how neighbors can generate tremendous power when they 
come together as a community. Loving My Community was approved by City Council in May as a city-funded initiative that offers 
a financial incentive to neighborhoods to work together to develop a self-help project or program in their own community. 
   In June, LGNA President Patricia Carr was named as one of two Central Service Area representatives to the City of Dallas’ 
Loving My Community Advisory Board. 
   The LMC awards financial assistance to neighborhood groups that present a vision, a passion, and a commitment to conduct 
community-oriented projects or programs to address specific needs in their neighborhood and help improve the quality of life for 

their area. The program vision is that more residents will come together and tap into their own neighborhood’s assets such as the knowledge, skills, 
contacts, and creativity of their neighbors. This year the LMC will award the top-ranked self-help projects and programs up to $10,000 in grant funds.  
For more information on Loving Your Community, go to www.dallascityhall.com/scs/community.html. 
   If you have an idea for improving the quality of life in the Lower Greenville area, drop us a note!  Although Pat would need to recuse herself from 
any city-funded project in our boundaries, LGNA is always looking for ideas on how to improve the quality of life for our residents.  

   When Fanny and Vanessa found out in August 2008 that they would be 
spending the next ten months of their lives in the Lower Greenville area, they 
were not sure what to expect, but were excited about spending time in a new 
country.  "At first I was nervous - I did not know anything about Texas!" said 
Fanny, who arrived here from Stockholm, Sweden. "Were there going to be 
horses and oil everywhere? It sounds silly to say that, now!" Vanessa, from a 
small town outside of Stuttgart, Germany, concurred. "I did not know what to 
expect at all. Dallas is so much larger than where I am from, so I knew that 
would feel really different. But it was also very exciting." That excitement was 
shared by the girls's host parents, David Bennett and Ashlee McClelland, 
who reside on Oram Street.  
   When asked what they will miss about Texas, the girls are united.  "Other 
than our great host family and neighborhood? The FOOD!" said Vanessa. "I 
love barbeque.”  “People here are so nice! And I will miss the queso at Taco 
Cabana," smiled Fanny. 
   The girls arrived in Dallas at the beginning of September, 2008, and began 
a brave new adventure with a new city, family, school, and "sister". They 
attend Woodrow Wilson High School in east Dallas, and quickly made 
friends and became very close. As well as being active in Woodrow Wilson 
activities, including their musical production of The Secret Garden, the girls 
traveled with their host family to Fort Worth, Austin, and San Antonio, and 
explored most of our neighborhood on foot or bicycle. "It's been an 
adventure," said McClelland about her and her husband's decision to be host 
parents. "It has been almost consistently a positive thing. Not only did we 
feel like we truly helped some children out, but we really enjoyed the girls. 
It’s nice to know that we will always have two daughters in Europe to visit!"  
   McClelland enjoyed her experience so much she became an employee of 
the placement company, EF Foundation for Foreign Study, and keeps an 
office in the neighborhood on Prospect. Ashlee can be reached by phone at  

Find some time this 
week to say hello to a 
new neighbor! And if  
you know of someone 
you’d like to see 
profiled in this column, 
let us know. 

(877) 203-1747 if you are interested in hosting a 
foreign exchange student.  

SAVE THE DATE!SAVE THE DATE!SAVE THE DATE!SAVE THE DATE!    
This year’s National Night Out will be 
held on Tuesday, October 6 at Tietze 
Park. Be sure to mark your calendars 
for this fun and informative event. 
Lots of volunteers will be 
needed. Contact us at 
crimewatch@lgna.net if 
you would like to join in. 



Q&A Dig This!  

   Container Gardening… A topic I 
have been asked about, albeit I’m not 
an expert. Plants I’ve grown in pots 
succumbed to neglect  unt il I 
discovered how to use containers to 
add a decorative aspect to outdoor 
space. For the less agile and/or 
ambitious, container gardening still 
offers the physical, emotional and 
psychological rewards of digging in the 
dirt.  

   A l m o s t  a n y 
interesting receptacle 
will make a container 
for plants. In fact, the 
more unusual, the 

more impact it will create---tins, boxes, 
discarded chairs, wire or straw 
baskets, jars, painted or embellished 
terra cotta pots. I’ve even been known 
to “curb shop” neighborhood discards 
and relocate them to my garden.  
   Containers require adequate 
drainage, good potting soil and 
frequent watering. Colorful pots of 
seasonal bloom on a front porch or 
back patio can do for your outdoor 
home what paint and furnishings do for 
your indoor home. I like to incorporate 
colorful pots and “ interest ing” 
receptacles into my flowerbeds for 
architectural form and the ability to add 
color exactly where I want it. If you’re 
not able to water regularly, pots in the 
landscape benefit from a sprinkler 
system.  
   So if you’re not quite ready to turn 
your lawn into a blooming nirvana, start 

w ith a collect ion of 
interesting containers and 
seasonal plants for a colorful 
splash in a prominent part of 
your outdoor space. 

Notes from a 
Neighborhood  
Gardener 

Send your gardening 

questions to Sara by 

email at:  
digthislgna@yahoo.com.  
    SARA WICK 
    PALO PINTO 

   Did you receive an LGNA ballot in May?  If you did, 
thank you for supporting your neighborhood 
association. If not, it means you are not a current 
member of your neighborhood association. Many folks 
tell us that they are LGNA members because they live 
in the neighborhood, but they don’t realize that dues 
determine membership. 
 
   Every resident – renters and homeowners – of the Lower Greenville Neighborhood 
Association area – Greenville to Skillman, Ross to Mockingbird – benefits from LGNA’s 
efforts. We are committed to creating positive programs and organized events which 
benefit the entire neighborhood. 
 
So what do you get for spending $10 to join LGNA?  Just since January, LGNA has… 
 

• Hosted 3 neighborhood-wide Social Meetings designed to allow neighbors to mingle, 
meet City Staff or Police and discuss neighborhood issues and concerns. 

• Worked on your behalf with City Staff, other neighborhoods and local merchants to 
ensure that the 2009 St. Patrick’s day event was better managed with reduced 
negative impact to the neighborhood. 

• Supported our local elementary schools through donations of school supplies donated 
by residents and through gifts in support of the schools’ individual fundraising 
programs. 

• Fought at City Hall to protect the neighborhood from zoning changes which would 

negatively impact our quality of life. This included stopping plans for a 65ft cell tower 
next door to the Granada Theater and multiple inappropriate liquor-use permits on 
Lowest Greenville. 

• Worked to continue to reduce crime in the area by bridging the gap between city staff 

and neighborhood residents for installing additional street lighting in needed areas.  

• Developed reserve funds for our Extended Neighborhood Patrol program to ensure 

that the program will have a long life. 
 
We have already begun organizing this year’s National Night Out event at Tietze Park. This 
is one of the largest such events in the city and involves literally hundreds of volunteer 
man-hours. 
 
While membership dues are important in helping us maintain a healthy operating budget, 
your membership is valuable in its own right. When LGNA works on your behalf at City Hall 
or through the Dallas Homeowner’s League, having a robust membership roster makes a 
difference. You can show your support of LGNA and approval of its efforts by joining our 
team. Clip the membership coupon in this newsletter and mail it to P.O. Box 720067, 
Dallas 75372. Annual dues are $10/household, $5/household for 65+ residents. We hope  
you agree that a small annual donation of $10 to help protect and improve our 
neighborhood is money well spent.  

PATRICIA CARR, LGNA PRESIDENT 

JOIN THE  
LGNALGNALGNALGNA TEAM! 

Spring has brought unusual rains, and those rains have caused our lawns to grow faster and 
higher than usual.  Grass and weeds over 12” in height is a violation of City code.  If a 
neighbor calls 311 and reports your yard for high grass (complaints can be anonymous), the 
City will issue a notice of violation.  You are allowed 7 days to cut the grass, but if you’re not 
in compliance within 7 days, the City will issue a citation.  In addition, the city may mow the 
property “to abate the health hazard” and charge you for the service. 

KEEPING UP APPEARANCES 



CRIME WATCH UPDATE 

LGNALGNALGNALGNA    & LGNA& LGNA& LGNA& LGNA EXPANDED NEIGHBORHOOD PATROL  EXPANDED NEIGHBORHOOD PATROL  EXPANDED NEIGHBORHOOD PATROL  EXPANDED NEIGHBORHOOD PATROL SIGNSIGNSIGNSIGN----UPUPUPUP FORM FORM FORM FORM    

Please choose all that apply: 

Join LGNA ($10/yr, $5 for seniors) 

Join ENP ($200/yr, $150 for seniors) 

Add me to the Crime Watch email list 

Please contact me about volunteering 

NAME: 

ADDRESS: 

PHONE: 

CELL: 

EMAIL: 

Please print clearly! Email addresses are required to receive neighborhood alerts. Personal information is not shared with any outside group or 

used for any other purpose. Receipts will be furnished upon request. Checks for LGNA membership should be made out to LGNA. For 

Extended Neighborhood Patrol membership, checks should be made out to LGNA-ENP. Please provide separate checks if possible.  

 

Mail this form and check payable to LGNA or LGNA-ENP to: PO Box 720067, Dallas, TX 75372 (or bring it to the next LGNA meeting). 

COMMENTS: 

JO IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIAT ION!JO IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIAT ION!JO IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIAT ION!JO IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIAT ION!     

Expanded Neighborhood  

Patrol Update 

 

Residential 

Incidents 

Car 
Break-Ins 

Other Res. 
 Thefts & 
Break-ins  

Violent 
Crime** 

Auto 
Theft 

Apr 2009 22 8 11 7 1 

May 2009 27 11 8 4 1 

Typical 29 15 9 4 3 

** Violent crime includes murder, rape, robbery or aggravated assault. 

   I’ve been driving around the neighborhood the past several 

days asking, “Where did spring go?” I am happy that all of you 

have had the power restored after the storms. The onset of 

summer has spurred me to review ENP over the past year. 

Summer usually is tied to vacations and one of the successes 

of ENP has been the vacation notification provision and 

subsequent checks of your homes. It is difficult to imagine that 

while looking out for bad guys, broken water pipes and the 

errant ball through the window that we would find ourselves 

assisting the State Department in arresting an individual 

wanted for  “Theft of State Secrets”, but we did. Who knew?  

   The perimeter checks hopefully give you all a little peace of 

mind so please remember this service as you head out on your 

vacations. The home security surveys are a valuable tool in 

assessing your properties risk. We have tried very hard to 

make them as easy as possible to complete. Many of you have 

taken the time to clean up the alley portion of your property. 

Some of you have probably been waiting for the rains to end 

so you don’t have to deal with lots of new growth after you put 

in all the effort to cut it down. We look forward to being able to 

drive more and more alleys.  

   Finally, let me thank each of you who have taken the time to 

let us know of problems that you experience. In many cases 

those problems have not been the prototypical crime issue. 

The diversity of the problems has certainly kept us in touch 

with other City Departments. We have tried to solve as many 

of those as quickly as possible. I admit it hasn’t always worked 

out as planned, but I look forward to another year of working 

with you to improve the neighborhood. As always, please let 

me know if there is anything I can do to help. Have a safe 

summer.                             KEITH ALLEN—DALLAS POLICE 

   Since beginning our Expanded Neighborhood Patrol program approximately 
one year ago, overall crime in our neighborhood has been reduced. I’m happy to 
say that ENP had an excellent renewal rate and the program is well funded to 
continue at its current level for the foreseeable future. We are currently patrolling 
10 hours per week. We continue to add new members every week and with an 
additional 50 we should be able to double the patrol hours to 20 hours per week. 
If you are not currently a member, please consider joining the program.  
  In the numbers below, you will see a small rise in the number of violent crimes 
during April. While most of these incidents involve “disagreements” between bar 
patrons on Greenville Ave, several recently have been armed robberies that 
have occurred on neighborhood streets near the bars. Criminals frequently target 
people in areas like this since an inebriated individual is a much easier score. 
Many of us enjoy walking to our neighborhood establishments for a drink or three 
but please exercise caution and be aware of your surroundings when doing so. 
Most importantly, remember that there is nothing in your wallet that is more 
valuable than your life. Resisting is not worth the risk. 
  Once again, our area has been targeted for traffic enforcement. We want to 
remind residents about some basic rules for parking in the street. You must park 
in the direction of traffic flow and you must be at least 15 feet from an 
intersection or fire hydrant. Several residents have received tickets already. 
Although parking is always an issue in the area, LGNA has not requested any 
specific enforcement. And contrary to rumor, our ENP officer does not write 
traffic tickets. His role is strictly to focus on safety and security of our residents. 
That said, if you wish to report someone illegally parked, call 911, not 311.  
   If you would like to receive our monthly crime summary or receive more 
information about our Expanded Neighborhood Patrol program, please drop me 
an email at crimewatch@lgna.net. 
 

DARREN DATTALO, CRIME WATCH COORDINATOR 


