
Burgers and Books 
           
     LGNA is replacing its regular March meeting with a 
neighborhood picnic. Not an ordinary picnic, this will be 
a school supply drive benefiting both RE Lee and 
Stonewall Elementary. We have a complete wish list on 
our website at www.LGNA.org, but colored pencils, glue 
sticks, crayolas, post-it notes and tape are among the 
supplies needed. Our neighborhood schools are great, 
but they can always use our help. 

     For those who don’t 
have time to go shopping, 
we’ll have burgers, hot dogs 
and soft drinks available for 
a nominal charge. Proceeds 
from concessions will be 
used to purchase school 
supplies. Bring a blanket or some 
lawn chairs and enjoy a few 
hours with your neighbors. We 

encourage you to bring cookies, chips or other snacks to 
share. This will be a good opportunity to meet your neighbors, 
support our neighborhood schools and have some fun. Bring 
the kids!  
     The picnic will be held at the playground at RE Lee 
Elementary on April 4 from 11am to 1pm. The playground is 
located on the south side of the school along Goodwin. 
Please, no alcohol on school grounds! 
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NEXT LGNA 

MEETING 

WHEN 

 
WHERE 

 

 

TOPIC 

Saturday Apr 4  
11am—1pm 
 
RE Lee Playground 
5800 block of 
Goodwin 
 
Neighborhood 
Picnic & School 
Supply Drive 

MOCKINGBIRD TO ROSS / GREENVILLE TO SKILLMAN 

LGNA 
LOWERLOWERLOWERLOWER    

GREENVILLEGREENVILLEGREENVILLEGREENVILLE    

NEIGHBORHOODNEIGHBORHOODNEIGHBORHOODNEIGHBORHOOD    

ASSOCIATIONASSOCIATIONASSOCIATIONASSOCIATION    

MAR / APR 2009MAR / APR 2009MAR / APR 2009MAR / APR 2009    

♦ Street Lighting Update 

♦ St. Pat’s Preparations 

♦ Know Your Neighbor 

♦ Dig This: Ask A  

        Neighborhood Gardener 

♦ Crime Update 

Log on to 
www.LGNA.net 
to take our poll 
and tell us what 
you think.    
 
This month’s poll: 
How often do you participate 
in the City’s recycling 
program?  

now on the web 

in this issue 

LGNA RECYCLING DATES 
 

Residents living on Lewis and Ross:  
Mar 12, Mar 26, Apr 9, Apr 23, May 7, May 21 

 

All Other Streets:  
Mar 5, Mar 19, Apr 2, Apr 16, Apr 30, May 14, May 28 

 
 

 LGNA BULK TRASH DATES 
 

All Streets 

March 9-13, April 13-17, May 11-15 
Earliest Set-Out Dates: Mar 5, Apr 9, May 7 

 
Reminder: Do not set trash out prior to the Earliest set-out date. 
The city enforces a zero-tolerance policy and will issue a $250 
fine for bulky trash set out prior to the earliest set-out date.  

CLIP AND SAVECLIP AND SAVECLIP AND SAVECLIP AND SAVE    



    The Greenland Hills United Methodist Church, located at Penrose and 
Delmar, is a small church with a “chapel in the woods” feeling.  It may be a 

small church, according to Pastor Marti Soper, “but we love large.” 

   Under Pastor Soper’s guidance for five years, GHUMC has developed a 

reputation as a mission-oriented church.  Its meeting rooms are busy most 

days with community-interest groups as diverse as LGNA, narcotics 

anonymous, and La Leche League.  Youth and adult members also get 

involved in hands-on missions in our neighborhood such as at Wilkinson 

Center. 

   Marti Soper says she was called late to the ministry, having spent a decade 

with IBM.  She has served as youth minister and then associate pastor at 

Arapaho UMC where her husband Jack is pastor.  The Sopers have four 

children and three grandchildren between them. Marti finds time to ride her 

track bike, and she is proud of Maggie, the family schnauzer. 

   Unlike many small churches today, Greenland Hills UMC is thriving.  

Because of increasing attendance, plans are under way for a second Sunday 

worship service. A capital funds campaign will fund a new fellowship hall and 

a children’s pre-school.  Marti Soper says that she feels blessed to be in our 

area, an area that is concerned with peace and justice and inclusive ministry.  

She sends an invitation to her Lower Greenville neighbors.  “Come see us on 

Sunday morning!” 

PAT CARR—VANDERBILT 

TIETZE SHRED! 
A document destruction event and 
fundraiser sponsored by The Friends of 
Tietze Park Foundation. Proceeds go 
toward improvements to Tietze Park.  
Saturday -- March 28, 9am to 1pm 
Location: Parking lot -- Skillman Church 
of Christ, Skillman at Vanderbilt 
Cost: $7 for up to 1 standard bankers 
box (approx. 30 lbs) / $5 per additional 
bankers box.  Seniors (65+) $5 per box 

We said goodbye to a long-time neighborhood friend at our meeting last month. Whole Foods is 
moving to Lakewood soon, so we held our January meeting on the Whole Foods patio and enjoyed 
some really great hummus from the Whole Foods Deli!  Sandi Parton and Carmen Fort gave us a 
thorough overview of the new Whole Foods location in Lakewood. The new site, which will be a LEED-
certified “green” building, will be much larger, with outdoor seating and plenty of bike racks to 
accommodate neighborhood shoppers. We also heard from Lou Reese IV from Madison Partners who 
told us about the new development underway at the former site of the Arcadia. This project will be a 
very green, sustainable building with solar panels, sodded roof and vegetative heat shielding. The best 
news is that Madison is developing this commercial retail site along the previous Arcadia footprint and 
is not asking for any zoning variances to the site. Several leases have been signed, and the project 
should break ground this spring. A small market is expected to be located on part of the first floor with 
office space rented on the second floor. A potential upscale restaurant is in the works as well.  

NEW NEIGHBORHOOD DEVELOPMENTNEW NEIGHBORHOOD DEVELOPMENTNEW NEIGHBORHOOD DEVELOPMENTNEW NEIGHBORHOOD DEVELOPMENT    

Find some time this 
week to say hello to a 
new neighbor! And if  
you know of someone 
you’d like to see 
profiled in this column, 
let us know. 

LIGHTING SURVEY COMPLETE 
In January, we told you that the city was working on a 
survey of residential street lighting due to the 
neighborhood’s high number of car break-ins. Every 
block in the neighborhood was assessed to determine if 
additional lighting was required, was warranted or was 
even possible. The results are in. Of 104 blocks 
surveyed, 50 were rated as needing additional lighting. 
Twenty-one did not qualify. (Either a light was already in 
place or was simply not needed.) Another 33 blocks 
were rated as “not recommended” mainly due to tree 
canopies which would block out any lighting. The 
detailed results of this survey are available on our 
website at LGNA.net.  There is a process in place to 
add street lighting for the 50 blocks where the request is 
justified. If your block is one of the 50 that needs 
additional lighting and you would like more information 
on the process for adding lighting, contact us via the 
crime watch coordinator at CrimeWatch@LGNA.net.   

 

ASSOCIATIONS HAVE NEIGHBORS TOO 
In January, LGNA hosted an open house for the board 
members and crime watch coordinators from nearby 
neighborhood associations. Approximately 25 people 
representing 7 neighborhood associations shared ideas 
including forming a neighborhood coalition to address 
common area interests. All agreed that there is a need 
for cooperative communications among neighboring 
organizations, and plans were made to hold these 
gatherings on a regular basis. LGNA looks forward to 
sharing ideas and working with our neighboring 
organizations for the betterment of our entire area.  

 

MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
LGNA’s annual meeting will be May 19, 2009, when two 
directors will be elected.  Only dues-paid members can 
vote in this election. If you haven’t renewed your 
membership or would like to become a new member, 
please send in your dues along with the form found on 
the back of this newsletter. Members will receive self-
addressed, stamped ballots by mail. Please remember 
to turn in your ballots prior to the meeting.  

KNOWKNOWKNOWKNOW    your 
NEIGHBORSNEIGHBORSNEIGHBORSNEIGHBORS    

LGNA  

ROUND-UP 

ABOVE: Lakewood Whole Foods 
BELOW: Proposed Development 
at the Arcadia site 



Q&A Dig This!  

FRESH FROM THE BACK YARD 
 

     I was fortunate enough to be on the 
invite list to a recent screening of the 
documentary “Food Fight.” Director Chris 
Taylor’s acclaimed documentary studies 
the American food system and how a group 
of California activists and culinarians in the 
1960s and 1970s launched the movement 
that made organic and sustainable 
agriculture a part of the American and 
international food experience today.  
     Ideas we toss around in casual 
conversation have evolved from this 
movement… Buy local, reduce your carbon 
footprint, schoolyard gardens.  You might 
ask, so what does this have to do with a 
gardening column in a local newsletter? 
Well, what a better place to plant the seed 
for even a few of us to consider a backyard, 
pesticide-free, seasonal garden. Chefs are 
clamoring for local farmers markets to buy 
direct from the grower knowing this means 
the fullest flavors, nutrition and safety for 
their fine-dining destinations. Why can’t 
your kitchen be just as memorable and 
tasty an experience? 
     Don’t know how to get started? 
Consider just a few plants tucked into a 
sunny corner of the backyard. Local 
nurseries have starter plants or seeds and 
can advise you on what grows well in TX 
and how to prepare the soil. Consider 
visiting the schoolyard garden at Stonewall 
Jackson for first-hand tips from 
experienced growers in our own 
neighborhood. I’ve tried tomatoes and 
peppers in pots or tucked in amongst my 
roses and flowers but found the lack of 
sunshine in my backyard not conducive to 
great vegetable gardening. Instead, I now 
limit my edible garden to a variety of herbs 
used to season products purchased at the 
Farmers Market or local food stores. And 
better yet, there’s nothing like a sprig of 
fresh mint freshly picked from my kitchen 
garden to enhance a refreshing mojito after 
a day of digging in the dirt.  

Notes from a 
Neighborhood  
Gardener 

     The annual Greenville Avenue St. Patrick’s Day block party takes place on 
Saturday, March 14. The event will be located on Greenville Avenue between 
Vanderbilt and Llano. The party attracts thousands and significantly impacts our 
neighborhood. This year, Councilmember Angela Hunt, the Dallas Police 
Department, and the Dallas Office of Special Events have worked with 
neighborhood groups to further lessen the impact on our residential area and 
increase safety.  
     At newsletter press time, a comprehensive no-parking plan has not been 
released, but Councilmember Hunt will oversee distribution of neighborhood-
notification information to all affected streets. Those notices will include a map of 
the no-parking plan as well as block closures adjacent to the party. Look for this 
on your doorstep shortly.  
     Traditionally, signs have been placed on streets from Goliad through 
Morningside. Last year the no-parking designation was expanded to Belmont 
through Lewis. This year, some major streets will have no-parking signs on both 
sides of the street. At LGNA’s request, the city has added McCommas and Ross 
to the streets with no parking signs, and there will be special arrangements for 
blocks which are affected by resident-only parking or which already have 
permanent no-parking. For updated information, check www.LGNA.net.  
     Signs will be placed by 10:00 a.m. Friday to accommodate the City ordinance 
requiring 24 hours’ notice. LGNA has requested more explanatory wording on the 
signs to help alleviate some of the confusion with last year’s signs. 
     At the request of both the fire department (to allow passage of fire trucks) and 
the neighborhood associations involved – Lower Greenville, Vickery Place, and 
Greenland Hills – no-parking signs were initiated by the City several years ago. 
Over the years, these three neighborhood associations have worked with the City 
of Dallas who issues the event permit and the Greenville Commerce Association 
which hosts the event to ensure that the event remains well managed. LGNA’s 
goal is to maintain respect for the quality of life in our neighborhood while we’re 
celebrating this long-standing Lower Greenville tradition.  
     In addition to the no-parking signs, DPD has scheduled additional police 
officers for the neighborhood and arranged additional trash receptacles and 
clean-up crews. The City has also arranged to stage tow trucks to remove 
vehicles that violate no-parking signs and block driveways. DPD instructs that 
parking violations should be reported by calling 911.  
     For those hosting private parties, Dallas Code Compliance inspectors will be 
patrolling to issue citations and/or tow vehicles parked on lawns or blocking 
sidewalks at private parties. Residents are encouraged to call 911 to report 
parties which encroach upon neighboring yards, are charging admission, 
amplifying music excessively, etc. 
     There were complaints last year that there were not enough 911 operators and 
that calls were not going through. It was determined that the problem was cell-
phone overload, not the 911 system. Land-line phones were able to get through. 
DPD provided a dedicated 911 operator for Lower Greenville calls last year and 
will do so again this year. Please try to use a land line if calling 911 during the 
event.  

     No-parking signs for the LGNA neighborhood will be 
assembled, posted, and removed by LGNA Volunteers 
and DPD-sponsored Explorer Troops. Your Lower 
Greenville Neighborhood Association urgently needs 
volunteers for these tasks. If you can help, please email 
Director1@LGNA.net or call us at 214-821-2562.  

Send your gardening 

questions to Sara by 

email at:  
digthislgna@yahoo.com.  
    SARA WICK 
    PALO PINTO 

ST. PATRICK’S DAYST. PATRICK’S DAYST. PATRICK’S DAYST. PATRICK’S DAY    
NEIGHBORHOODNEIGHBORHOODNEIGHBORHOODNEIGHBORHOODNEIGHBORHOODNEIGHBORHOODNEIGHBORHOODNEIGHBORHOODNEIGHBORHOODNEIGHBORHOODNEIGHBORHOODNEIGHBORHOOD            
PREPARATIONSPREPARATIONSPREPARATIONSPREPARATIONSPREPARATIONSPREPARATIONSPREPARATIONSPREPARATIONSPREPARATIONSPREPARATIONSPREPARATIONSPREPARATIONS            



CRIME WATCH UPDATE 

LGNALGNALGNALGNA    & LGNA& LGNA& LGNA& LGNA EXPANDED NEIGHBORHOOD PATROL  EXPANDED NEIGHBORHOOD PATROL  EXPANDED NEIGHBORHOOD PATROL  EXPANDED NEIGHBORHOOD PATROL SIGNSIGNSIGNSIGN----UPUPUPUP FORM FORM FORM FORM    

Please choose all that apply: 

Join LGNA ($10/yr, $5 for seniors) 

Join ENP ($200/yr, $150 for seniors) 

Add me to the Crime Watch email list 

Please contact me about volunteering 

NAME: 

ADDRESS: 

PHONE: 

CELL: 

EMAIL: 

Please print clearly! Email addresses are required to receive neighborhood alerts. Personal information is not shared with any outside group or 

used for any other purpose. Receipts will be furnished upon request. Checks for LGNA membership should be made out to LGNA. For 

Extended Neighborhood Patrol membership, checks should be made out to LGNA-ENP. Please provide separate checks if possible.  

 

Mail this form and check payable to LGNA or LGNA-ENP to: PO Box 720067, Dallas, TX 75372 (or bring it to the next LGNA meeting). 

COMMENTS: 

JO IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIAT ION!JO IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIAT ION!JO IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIAT ION!JO IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIAT ION!     

Expanded Neighborhood Patrol Update 
 

THE IMPORTANCE 

OF FOLLOW-UP 

     There have been a few instances recently where the 
victim of a crime has failed to contact the detective assigned 
to a case. I know how busy most of you are, and I empathize 
with any frustration that you experience in making the initial 
report via 911. It is human nature to be very upset upon 
learning that something has been stolen, damaged, or broken 
into. It is also common that the anger you feel initially 
dissipates as time goes on. However, the instances I refer to 
had witness information that we could have used to help 
identify the suspect. The victim was the only person to have 
that information, but because there was no follow-up with our 
detectives, nothing else could be done. 
     The need to contact the detective assigned to your case is 
now more important than ever. The police department is 
changing -- in some cases, the way we file certain offenses. 
No longer is it a given that calling 911, speaking with an 
officer, and receiving a case number, is a guarantee that the 
offense was filed. Admittedly this will only happen in a small 
number of instances, but every victim should report their 
crime. For those of you who at one time have had the 
unfortunate experience of being a crime victim and 
experienced difficulty in contacting the detective, let me 
mention that it is easier now to make contact with the 
detective assigned. I am also always available to assist you 
with this follow-up, so please let me know if I can help.  
     Along the same lines, since many of you live very close to 
some of the entertainment venues on Greenville, you may 
have the need to file noise complaints from time to time. In 
these cases, please remember that you must provide your 
contact information for follow-up for the complaint to be 
investigated. Failing to do so will almost always result in the 
complaint being dismissed as unable to verify.   
     As always thank you for being such good neighbors to one 
another. You do make a difference.  Thanks.  

  KEITH ALLEN, Dallas Police 
 

   For the last several years, we’ve been reporting thefts and break-ins 
in one lump sum. But having your home burglarized is very different 
from having your car broken into. Since we’ve been having a higher 
rate of BMVs (car break-ins), we will be separating this out. As you can 
see below, even on a typical month, someone has their car broken into 
roughly every other day. Most of these happen at night, but not all. I 
frequently get messages from people saying they saw someone 
walking down the street pulling on car doors or peaking in windows. If 
you see suspicious behavior, please call 911 immediately with a 
description. Most importantly, do not engage them or try to scare them 
away; let the police handle it. The best way to protect yourself from this 
type of crime is to park off the street. If that is not possible, always 
make sure your doors are locked and all valuables are out of sight, 
especially laptops, GPS units and iPods.  
   As most of you know, the level of violent crime occurring on Lowest 
Greenville (south of Belmont) has been escalating. While weeknights 
are relatively safe, there have been a number of shootings and vicious 
assaults on the street on late Friday and Saturday nights. We’re 
encouraging people to avoid the area late nights on weekends until 
DPD gets the area under control. DPD is bringing in the gang unit to 
address the problem, and LGNA is working with the city to find both 
long- and short-term solutions to this escalating problem. 
   For more information or to be added to our crime watch email 
distribution list, email us at crimewatch@LGNA.net.                       

 DARREN DATTALO—GOLIAD 

 

Residential 

Incidents 

Car 
Break-Ins 

Other Res. 
 Thefts & 
Break-ins  

Violent 
Crime** 

Auto 
Theft 

Dec 2008 21 16 7 3 2 

Jan 2009 30 20 12 2 4 

Typical 29 16 8 3 4 

** Violent crime includes murder, rape, robbery or aggravated assault. 


