
Mark your calendar for 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 18 for 
LGNA’s annual meeting at A Few of My Favorite Things, 
the antique and art gallery that doubles as an events space 
next door to Watel’s World Piece Café. Celebrity chef Rene 
Peeters will create a sampling from his menu that reflects 
his world upbringing and travels. The address is 1800 
Greenville Ave. at Lewis. Park in the Watel’s-marked 
parking lot behind Bridgestone on Lewis. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You’ll hear a brief update on Angela Hunt’s proposal for a 
Lowest Greenville planned development district and have a 
chance to ask questions. (Related article on the inside.) The 
Lower Greenville Neighborhood Association annual meeting 
also includes election of seven posts to the LGNA board of 
directors. 
 

Gay Hopkins has been nominated for reelection to the board.  
She has served as LGNA’s president and vice president, and 
she has been active in zoning matters to protect our residential 
quality of life. Standing for election to their first terms are Ken 
Lampton, David Jones, Corby Hankins, Stacey Davis, Debbie 
Daniel, and John Dailey. The six new nominees were featured in 
the March newsletter’s Know Your Neighbors. All share a 
concern and passion for our Lower Greenville neighborhood 
area. Ballots have been mailed to LGNA members.  At least 
one-third of the membership must vote, so each ballot is 
important.  Promptly marking and returning your ballot will be 
appreciated. 

LGNA BOARD  

OF DIRECTORS 

USEFUL NUMBERS 

Patricia Carr    PRESIDENT 
   214-821-2562 

 
Gay Hopkins  VICE PRESIDENT 
   214-827-4559 
 
Alan Schonborn  TREASURER 
   214-823-4057 
 
Philip Kingston  SECRET ARY 
   214-642-1707 
 
Darren Dattalo  CRIME WATCH 
   214-476-8023 
 

DIRECTORS 
John Dailey   214-821-6324 
Debbie Daniel   214-821-0747 
Stacey Davis   214-501-8788 
Corby Hankins  214-274-8283 
David Jones  214-821-8984 
Ken Lampton   214-502-5858 
Peter Loh         214-826-7330 

Council Member Angela Hunt  
   214-670-5415 
 

State Rep. Dan Branch 
   214-745-5768 
 

DPD Officer Keith Allen 
   214-671-3477 
 

Sanitation / Bulk Trash 
   214-670-3555 
 

Code Compliance 
   214-670-5708 
 

Animal Control 
   214-670-5111 or 311 
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NEXT LGNA 

MEETING 

WHEN 

 

WHERE 

 

 

 
TOPIC 

Tues. May 18   7pm 

 
A Few of My  
Favorite Things 
1800 Greenville 
(next to World Piece) 

 
Lowest Greenville PD 
2010 Board Elections 

MOCKINGBIRD TO ROSS / GREENVILLE TO SKILLMAN 

LGNA 
LOWERLOWERLOWERLOWER    

GREENVILLEGREENVILLEGREENVILLEGREENVILLE    

NEIGHBORHOODNEIGHBORHOODNEIGHBORHOODNEIGHBORHOOD    

ASSOCIATIONASSOCIATIONASSOCIATIONASSOCIATION    

MAY / JUN 2010MAY / JUN 2010MAY / JUN 2010MAY / JUN 2010    

♦ Greenville Ave Fire 

♦ An Idea for Lowest Greenville

♦ LGNA Member Benefit 

♦ Know Your Neighbor 

♦ Dig This: Ask A  

        Neighborhood Gardener 

♦ Crime Update 

Log on to 
www.LGNA. net 
to take our poll 
and tell us what 
you think.    
 
This month’s poll: What 
infrastructure improvements 
would you like to see done to 
Greenville Avenue? 

now on the web 

in this issue 

 LGNA BULK TRASH DATES 
 

 Pick Up: May 10-14 Earliest Set Out:  May 6 

 Pick Up: Jun 14-18 Earliest Set Out:  Jun 10

 Pick Up: Jul 12-16 Earliest Set Out:  Jul 8 

CLIP AND SAVECLIP AND SAVECLIP AND SAVECLIP AND SAVE    

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 



KNOWKNOWKNOWKNOW    your 
NEIGHBORSNEIGHBORSNEIGHBORSNEIGHBORS    

Bruce Felps moved to the Lower Greenville 

Neighborhood Association area just seven 
months ago after living years in Lakewood proper. He knows more about the 

community, though, than the brief time might lead one to believe. 
 

He stood across the street as the Arcadia burned and collected information 

from Dallas Fire-Rescue and quotes from residents as a reporter for the 

departed Lakewood People newspaper. He also served as editor of Black 

White Read online community newspapers, and when that company ceased 
publication at the end of February, he struck out on his own and launched 

East Dallas Times (eastdallastimes.com). “Some people called it a brave 

move, but I think there’s a fine line between bravery and stupidity, and time 

will tell which side I’m standing on,” he said of the new venture. 
 

Felps, though, saw the publication as an extension of his feelings for the 
community. “I’ve always been fond of saying I love Dallas, my hometown, 

although I’m not sure why. I am, though, sure of why I love my East Dallas 

community. We have a vibrant, caring, supportive, devoted, diverse, 

intelligent, eclectic group of people here. That enough adjectives? We have 

everything we need in a five-mile radius. We have each other.” 
 

On the content side, East Dallas Times contains information on 
neighborhood schools, associations, events, and life and happenings in 

general. Felps presents the news in a slightly irreverent way, though. “Who 

says the news has to be stogy and boring? What I do is accurate, factual, 

and timely, I just do it in a bit of a cheeky manner. I have fun with it. I am far 

more likely to grill a sacred cow than revere it,” he said.  
 

His business plan takes Felps down a different path from most other media 

outlets. Business sponsorships and, mostly, reader’s paid subscriptions fund 

the startup. “I’m a little tiny operation,” he said, “and I’m kind of 

an old-school editorial guy so I don’t know squat about 

selling ads. I went with a kind of KERA-like approach 

in that paid subscriptions are voluntary. Any ol’ 

body can turn on Channel 13, but the people who 
really appreciate it, who really see the need for 

its content keep it in business with their support. 

I believe there’s a need for and an appreciation 

of community news in this neighborhood.” 

Find some time 
this week to 
say hello to a 
new neighbor!  

Don’t Park on the Wrong Side 
The City has is continuing to enforce a little-known 
parking ordinance – A person commits an offense 
if he stops, stands, or parks a vehicle upon a two-
way roadway on the left-hand side of the roadway 
or with the right-hand wheels of the vehicle more 
than 18 inches from the right-hand curb or edge of 
the roadway. In other words, don’t park on the side 
of the street facing against traffic or too far from 
the curb. In addition, you shouldn’t park within 15 
feet of an intersection. They sweep the 
neighborhood from time to time, and they do write 
citations. These are issued by traffic police, not 
our usual patrol police.  
 

Watering Restrictions Have Resumed 
Despite the rain we’ve experienced this year, time-
of-day watering restrictions resumed on April 1. 
The mandatory restrictions prohibit watering 
landscaping between the hours of 10 a.m. and 6 
p.m. from April 1 through October 31. Also repair 
broken or misdirected sprinkler heads, install rain 
and freeze sensors on your automatic sprinkler 
system, do not water during any form of 
precipitation, and do not allow your sprinkler 
system to water driveways, sidewalks, or streets. 
Fines between $250 and $2,000 are possible. 
 

Help Wanted 
LGNA needs newsletter deliverers for Richmond 

and Ross. Do you have six afternoons a year – 

approximately one hour every-other month – to 

deliver newsletters on four blocks?  If you’re 

interested in helping your neighborhood, contact 

Director1@LGNA.net. It’s also a great way to get a 

little exercise. 

WEARING O’ THE GREEN 
   The tragic March 2 fire that destroyed a historic building containing four restaurants also caused loss of jobs for 
dozens of restaurant employees. Fortunately, many of those employees have since found employment thanks to the 
creation of a Help Lower Greenville Facebook page and a caring network of friends and the close-knit Lower 
Greenville community. 
   Even while flames were still consuming the building, people began mobilizing to help those affected by the fire. For 
several years, LGNA volunteers have sold St. Patrick’s t-shirts as a fund-raiser for LGNA. This year, LGNA Crime 
Watch coordinator Darren Dattalo suggested that the proceeds be donated to the fire-affected employees.  Your 
LGNA board agreed and volunteers stepped forward to make it so. 
   The Greenville Commerce Association allowed LGNA to set up a table inside the block party at Vanderbilt.  Several 

TV- and print-news stories publicized the sale of the shirts. Seven volunteers braved the crowds to sell t-shirts and collect donations. Tennessee 
Nielsen, David and Nicole Jones, Elva and James Curl, Janis Coffman and Patricia Carr raised over $1,600 in five hours. Afterwards, Gay and Linda 
Hopkins lent their accounting skills to counting and organizing the funds.  The generosity of party-goers was amazing because the bulk of the 
collection was from donations rather than t-shirt sales. 
   The Lakewood Heights Neighborhood Association generously invited LGNA to attend their meeting the following week and conduct a “clearance 
sale.”  State Representative Allen Vaught, an LHNA resident, was one of those purchasing a t-shirt and making a donation.  Many thanks to LHNA.   
   LGNA was able to donate $1,775.87 to the employees of Terilli’s, Mick’s, Greenville Bar & Grill and Hurricane Grill, making your neighborhood 
association one of the largest contributors to a worthy cause. 



LGNA has renewed its corporate 
agreement with Baylor Tom Landry 
Fitness Center.  Area residents who 
are voting members of LGNA receive 
a $100 discount off their enrollment 
fee as well as a substantial discount 
on their monthly BTLFC dues.  For 
more information, call BTLFC’s 
Ashley Hickman at 214-820-9975 or 
email her at Ashley.Hickman@baylorhealth.edu.  For a limited time, LGNA members 
can take an additional 50% off their enrollment fee and receive a complimentary one-
week membership.  For information on the limited-time offer, email 
Director1@LGNA.net. 

Q&A Dig This!  

Photos, Journals and Tours:  
Enjoy the Rewards of Digging in the Dirt 

It’s spring and a great time to walk the 
neighborhood and enjoy the spring 
blooms. I recommend taking along a 
camera and notepad. Try photographing 
color combinations and plants you 
particularly like and begin a garden 
journal. Then this fall, when you become 
inspired to redesign your landscaping, 
you will be surprised at how handy these 
photos and journal entries might be. 

I find journaling extremely helpful in 
planning my fall plantings for spring 
bloom and also for sharing plants and 
ideas with friends. It helps avoid repeat 
mistakes, and the photos are always 
pleasant to enjoy on a dreary winter day. 

If you missed the Dallas Arboretum 
spring blooms, you might have missed 
the crowds, but any day is a good day to 
stroll those awesome gardens. A 
camera and a picnic are must-haves 
when you visit this neighborhood 
treasure. Photographing at the 
arboretum offers the advantage of being 
able to photograph plant labels for ease 
in identifying in addition to bringing 
home fond memories. 

You also might try to catch some of the 
spring garden tours to see what others 
do with their outdoor living space. This 
time of year there are lots of tours to 
choose from, running the gamut of 
backyard chickens to water gardens. So 
don’t let this fabulous colorful time of 
“Spring Awakening” in Dallas catch you 
sleeping. 

Notes from a 
Neighborhood  
Gardener 

Send your gardening 

questions to Sara by 

email at:  
digthislgna@yahoo.com.  
    SARA WICK 
    PALO PINTO 

Tired of the Problems on Lowest Greenville? 

Here’s An Idea 
 
“Lowest Greenville” is the retail strip on Greenville Avenue south 
of Belmont extending to Bryan. It’s come to be seen as a problem 
area due to several high-profile incidents of crime and violence. 
Unlike other parts of Greenville Avenue which have a handful of 
restaurants mixed with retail, Lowest Greenville has a large 
number of bars (operating under restaurant permits) which do the 
majority of their business late on weekend nights. Unlike other 

entertainment districts such as Deep Ellum or West Village, residential homes, condos and 
townhouses exist just a few yards from the strip.   
 

Over the years, the city has tried to thin out the number of clubs and return a healthier mix of 
daytime retail, without lasting success. Now council members Angela Hunt and Pauline 
Medrano have developed a new strategy - create a PD (Planned Development) along 
Greenville Avenue between Belmont and Bryan. The PD would require any business 
operating after a certain hour – for example 11:30 p.m. or midnight – to obtain an SUP 
(Special Use Permit) from the city in order to remain open. A PD is simply a zoning overlay in 
which all the current zoning remains in place with additional requirements laid over the 
current zoning. In some cases, PDs are extremely complex, but in this case it will have only 
one rule: businesses operating after a certain hour must obtain an SUP. 
 

If adopted by the City Council, the PD would allow the city to deny SUPs to businesses which 
attract problems, while responsible businesses would be granted permits.  As explained by 
Angela Hunt, the permit could be granted for known businesses that haven't caused 
problems, or it could be granted on an annual basis for those businesses that are new, 
unknown quantities. Or it could be denied for operators that cause problems weekend after 
weekend. And even those bad operators wouldn't have to shut down; they would just have to 
close their doors at the time defined by the PD.  Councilmember Hunt adds, “We believe this 
will bring some balance back to Lowest Greenville and encourage a better quality and mix of 
businesses.” The plan is to take Lowest Greenville back to an area devoted to responsible, 
neighborhood- and family-friendly businesses such as restaurants, retailers and 
neighborhood  pubs that have patrons visiting throughout the day, not just late at night.  
 

Councilmember Hunt recently met with neighborhood leaders to present the plan and to ask 
for support from area neighborhood associations.  She followed up by holding similar 
orientation meetings with the full boards of several neighborhood associations in and around 
the area. Representatives from the City’s Development Services and City Attorney’s offices, 
the Dallas Police Department, and the City Plan Commission also attended those meetings.  
 

Councilmembers Hunt and Medrano plan a community meeting in June so that area 
residents can learn more about the effort.  LGNA urges all area residents to attend the 
community meeting, learn more about the PD, and support this new initiative to attract more 
neighborhood-friendly businesses and protect our area’s quality of life. We will publish 
information on our website as it becomes available. It may take up to a year for this process 
to be completed. In the meantime, LGNA will continue to work with property owners and the 
responsible business owners on Lowest Greenville to improve the area. To quote Angela 
Hunt, “The police do their best to manage the traffic and parking problems, the noise 
problems, the litter and alcohol problems. But this area was never, ever intended to house so 
many bars in a six-block area surrounded by homes.” 
 

The input of our residents is very important to us. If you have comments or feedback, please 

contact Director1@LGNA.net. 

LGNA MEMBER BENEFIT 



CRIME WATCH UPDATE 

LGNALGNALGNALGNA    & LGNA& LGNA& LGNA& LGNA EXPANDED NEIGHBORHOOD PATROL  EXPANDED NEIGHBORHOOD PATROL  EXPANDED NEIGHBORHOOD PATROL  EXPANDED NEIGHBORHOOD PATROL SIGNSIGNSIGNSIGN----UPUPUPUP FORM FORM FORM FORM    

Please choose all that apply: 

Join LGNA ($10/yr, $5 for 65+) 

Join ENP ($200/yr, $150 for 65+) 

Add me to the Crime Watch email list 

Please contact me about volunteering 

NAME: 

ADDRESS: 

PHONE: 

CELL: 

EMAIL: 

Please print clearly! Email addresses are required to receive neighborhood alerts. Personal information is not shared with any outside group or 

used for any other purpose. Receipts will be furnished upon request. Checks for LGNA membership should be made out to LGNA. For 

Extended Neighborhood Patrol membership, checks should be made out to LGNA-ENP. Please provide separate checks if possible.  

 

Mail this form and check payable to LGNA or LGNA-ENP to: PO Box 720067, Dallas, TX 75372 (or bring it to the next LGNA meeting). 

COMMENTS: 

JO IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIAT ION!JO IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIAT ION!JO IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIAT ION!JO IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIAT ION!     

Expanded Neighborhood  

Patrol Update 

 

Residential 

Incidents 

Car 
Break-Ins 

Other Res. 
 Thefts & 
Break-ins  

Violent 
Crime** 

Auto 
Theft 

Feb 2010 10 6 3 3 3 

Mar 2010 28 15 8 5 3 

Typical 27 13 10 4 2 

** Violent crime includes murder, rape, robbery or aggravated assault. 

I’m always struck by the kindness of LGNA neighbors. 
As most of you know, your neighborhood participates in 
the Expanded Neighborhood Patrol (ENP) program. 
Over the past year, LGNA ENP members have helped 
identify drug suspects, located a major retail thief, 
assisted us with properties that are being lived in by 
squatters, and addressed countless quality of life issues. 
You and ENP have taken a stalker off the streets. You 
have partnered with ENP to not only identify the drug 
suspects mentioned earlier, but have seen them 
successfully removed from the neighborhood. The 
partnership has worked with “taggers” who have been 
identified through our combined efforts. The goal of the 
program is, and will always be, to reduce crime and 
provide quality customer service. Arrests, enforcement, 
and identification of criminals are important. The 
prevention of crime is equally as important.  
The number-one benefit of your ENP membership, 
according to all of you, is the out-of-town checks that 
ENP performs. You have all mentioned the peace of 
mind that it provides. For many of you, that includes 
knowing wind damage, a broken water heater, or a 
fallen tree will be communicated to you while you are 
away. For a few of you, that peace of mind is knowing 
that you forgot to tell someone that you are leaving, but 
an email or text from your phone to ENP on your way 
out of town crosses off one thing on the “forgot” list. I 
referenced the kindness of all of you. On several 
occasions while checking on your homes, your 
neighbors have inquired if everything is all right. In a few 
instances, ENP has been asked by a member to check 
on a non-member’s house. That thoughtfulness should 
make all LGNA residents proud.   

KEITH ALLEN—DALLAS POLICE 

Warmer Weather Brings More Activity 
 

Spring has arrived. The snow storms are gone. With the warmer weather, 
expect property crimes to increase in the area. The February snows put a big 
but temporary dent in the number of incidents, but March saw a return to normal 
levels. With our trash pick-up being moved to the street instead of the alley, 
there is no excuse not to install a lock on that back gate! At the same time, you 
may be going into your alley less often now. Make a point to check your alley 
once in a while. Look for graffiti or tagging or signs that a vagrant may be 
sleeping in a hidden spot in the alley.  
 

Perhaps the most notable incident since our last newsletter was a widely 
publicized shoot-out that occurred on Lowest Greenville involving patrons of 
Club 180 and 8 Lounge. Four people were transported to the hospital with 
gunshot wounds. This occurred at closing time, late on Sunday night. Due to 
incidents like this, we are supporting Councilmember Hunt’s idea of creating a 
PD in the area to regulate the businesses operating on Lowest Greenville. 
While most are good guys, there is a small number of bad actors which bring a 
dangerous, often violent element into our neighborhood. When you see violent 
crimes listed in the table below, virtually all of these occur on or near Lowest 
Greenville and more often than not involve patrons of the same establishments 
over and over. I hope that our neighborhood will be able to work with the good 
businesses and the city to craft this PD in a way that helps us bring Lowest 
Greenville back to its glory days.  
 

Along with this newsletter, you should have received a flyer for our Expanded 
Neighborhood Patrol program (ENP). This program has reduced crime in the 
residential part of the neighborhood by almost 25%. Please take a moment to 
read the flyer and consider joining the program. As always. there is no charge 
to be on our email list.  

      DARREN DATTALO, CRIME WATCH COORDINATOR 


