
SHOW YOUR SUPPORT AND JOIN NOW!

Please print clearly! Email addresses are required to receive neighborhood alerts. Personal information is not shared with any outside group 
or used for any other purpose. Receipts will be furnished upon request. Checks for LGNA membership should be made out to LGNA. For 
Extended Neighborhood Patrol membership, checks should be made out to LGNA-ENP. Please provide separate checks if possible.
Mail this form and check payable to LGNA or LGNA-ENP to: PO Box 720067, Dallas, TX 75372 (or bring it to the next LGNA meeting).

✁

name:

address:

phone:

cell:

email:

 Please choose all that apply:

■ Join LGNA ($10/yr, $5 for 65+)

■ Join Expanded Neighborhood 
 Patrol ($200/yr, $150 for 65+)

■ Add me to the Crime Watch 
 Email List

■ Please contact me about 
 Volunteering

Pay Pal Now Available: LGNA has made it a little easier for you to become a member. We’ve added PayPal to the 
LGNA website. On the site, you’ll see two buttons, one for regular membership and one for seniors (65+).  If you have a 
PayPal account, you can use that directly. If not, you can skip that step and proceed directly to a credit card processing 
page. LGNA does not receive your credit card information, only the contact information. There is no surcharge added to 
the regular $10 per household membership ($5 for seniors).

CRIME WATCH UPDATE

Good News and Bad News
DARREN DATTALO, CRIME WATCH COORDINATOR

Do you want the good news fi rst or the bad news? In watching crime in our neighborhood, I often ask myself 
this question. I’m an optimist, so let’s start with the good news. 

We have continued through the summer with very low numbers on overall crime incidents in the residential part of 
the neighborhood. It’s hard to believe that we are now averaging only 24 incidents a month. Just a recently as two 

years ago, our rolling average was 35 incidents per month. In a neighborhood as large and as diverse as ours, this is very signifi cant. 

In other good news, Dallas Police made a signifi cant arrest in the string of robberies that had occurred in the area. While it’s still unknown 
which of the incidents are connected, there haven’t been any additional robberies since this arrest. I’m not at liberty to explain in detail 
what DPD did, but it was a clear and targeted effort using a combination of undercover and on-duty offi cers to identify and capture 
the suspects. 

One of the suspects escaped on foot, but the gun he tossed in the bushes was recovered by an LGNA resident and turned over to the 
police. Hopefully this will help in the conviction of these bad guys.

So now the bad news… A double murder occurred on Marquita at a home across the street from the San Francisco Rose. I won’t 
regurgitate all the details since it has been widely covered in the news media, but this is probably the worst single incident we’ve seen 
in a decade. 

In the end, we learned that an angry man got in a disagreement with our neighbors at their place of business. He followed them 
home, bringing him into our neighborhood where he committed the crime. As I’ve said in my email report, this could have happened 
anywhere in the city, and I’m horribly disappointed that it happened in our neighborhood. But I still believe that this incident does not 
refl ect on the safety of our neighborhood.  
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NEXT MEETING

BULK TRASH DATE
 PICK UP: Oct 8-12     
EARLIEST SET-OUT:  Oct 4  

 PICK UP: Nov 12-16     
EARLIEST SET-OUT:  Nov 8

 PICK UP: Dec 10-14 
EARLIEST SET-OUT:  Dec 6
Remember: The city has a zero 
tolerance for placing trash out 
prior to the earliest set-out date. 
Don’t get stuck with a fi ne for 
missing the date.

LOG ON TO 
WWW.LGNA.NET    
for information
and updates.

 WHEN Tuesday, Oct. 2nd,  
  5:30 - 8:30 pm 
 WHERE Tietze Park
  Skillman & Vanderbilt
 TOPIC National Night Out

(CONTINUED INSIDE)

The approximately one hundred people who attended LGNA’s 
21st summer social in July were in agreement that the annual 
event is not to be missed. A tradition since 1991, the family-friendly 
dinner featured an abundance of good food and a chance to 
meet neighbors and several Police Department patrol offi cers 
headed by Asst. Chief Michael Genovesi.

SAVE THE DATE – NATIONAL NIGHT OUT

Dessert Contest Winners Standing left to right: Linda Roney, 
Virginia Buege, Lari Bain, Carol Canada. Seated: Sherry Saiz. 

Last year’s National Night Out at Tietze Park was huge, with the 
biggest turn out yet! We’ve been working hard to make sure 
that 2012’s event is just as fun. This year’s event will be Tuesday, 
October 2 from 5:30-8:30pm, once again at Tietze Park.

National Night Out is designed to strengthen community 
relationships between residents and public service organizations 
such as police, city departments and charitable organizations 
that serve the community. Approximately 5,000 households are 
represented by the three neighborhood associations that host the 
event – Lower Greenville, Lakewood Heights, and Lowest Greenville West. 
Our event generates 800-1,000 attendees each year. 

On hand will be police offi cers to talk to about crime concerns. In addition, we will have exhibits 
from quality-of-life and charitable organizations. As usual we will have the face painters, hotdogs, 
musical entertainment, and a bounce house. 

This is a great opportunity to have some fun, meet some neighbors, and learn a little something 
about health and safety. Look for the manila fl yer on your doorstep. The event will take the place 
of our regularly scheduled November LGNA meeting.  

Be sure to save the date.

    Other Res.
  Residential Car Thefts & Violent Auto
  Incidents Break-ins Break-ins Crime* Theft

June  2012 27 14 4 4 0

July 2012 20 10 6 1 1

Typical 24 12 8 2 2

*Violent crime includes murder, rape, robbery or aggravated assault.

Our goals with Crime Watch remain the same 
– to focus on reducing car break-ins and home break-ins 
by educating you all about what is happening in the 
area. If you aren’t already on our email list for regular 
monthly reports and as-needed crime alerts.

Please email us at CrimeWatch@LGNA.net and ask 
to be added.



	  

SKILLMAN ACTIVITY
In 2011, Austin-based developer Stonelake Properties purchased 
the eastern side of the Skillman/Live Oak Center, from the former 
Tipperary Inn at Skillman and Live Oak to the Chicago Title building
north of Oram. Stonelake began an aggressive campaign to 
redevelop the properties. 

In April 2012 Stonelake applied with the City to change zoning on 
three lots in the LGNA area from residential to parking. This was a 
concern to neighborhood residents because it’s been illustrated 
that bringing commercial parking into residential areas is not a 
good mix. After meeting with neighborhood-association represen-
tatives, Stonelake withdrew its application.

Stonelake also applied to change zoning of the Chicago Title 
building from neighborhood services to community retail. Neighbor-
hood services zoning limits the size of businesses and provides 
a buffer for adjacent residences. The property abuts homes on 
two sides. Nearby residents met with existing small businesses and 
seven neighborhood and civic groups, including LGNA. At City 
Plan Commission, an overwhelming majority of property owners 
opposed the change in zoning, and CPC denied the change. 

In addition, Stonelake fi led an application 
for abandonment of the block of La Vista 
Drive between Skillman and Live Oak. The 
intent was to purchase the land from 
the City for further development. City 
departments denied the application 
because of interruption of traffi c fl ow 
and emergency vehicle access. 

The long-awaited opening of Matt’s Rancho 
Martinez Restaurant at 1904 Skillman on the corner 
of La Vista has been delayed, but the restaurant will open in 
September. Estella Martinez says that she and son Matt III are 
anxious and excited for guests to come and enjoy great Tex-Mex 
at Matt’s Lakewood. She adds, “We are so grateful to the 
Lakewood Community for their co-operation in Matt’s new 
venture.” Neighbors also await the opening and are looking 
forward to enjoying dining at the new Matt’s location.

A Fall To-Do List 
Another hot dry Texas summer winding down. 
Now on to the “to-do list” for fall:

•Trim back roses for a fall fl ush of bloom

•Turn your compost and amend beds with 
ripened compost

• Begin a new compost pile with fallen leaves , 
garden trimmings, egg shells, veggie scraps

• Divide and transplant or swap rhizomes like iris and 
day lilies

• Sow those wildfl ower seeds for a spring fl ush of color

• Plant cool weather greens like mesclun, spinach, 
kale, arugula and parsley

• Shop the end of season sales to get discounted prices 
on perennials

• Make and freeze pesto from your overgrown basil

Sara’s Basil Pesto Recipe
2 cups packed basil leaves

1 cup shredded parmesan

½ cup pinenuts or walnuts

5-10 peeled garlic cloves

½-1 tsp red pepper fl akes

Olive oil

Put fi rst 5 ingredients in food processor. Add olive oil 
while pulsing to form a thick paste. Divide into ice 
cube trays or small (1/4-1/2 cup) plastic containers 
and freeze. To use, thaw and add additional olive 
oil to make a desirable consistency for dipping 
bread, spreading on salmon before grilling or 
adding to hot pasta.

Enjoy fall.

sara wick
palo pinto

Send your gardening questions 
to Sara by email at:
digthislgna@yahoo.com

LGNA resident Melissa Kingston has been leading fi ve neighborhood associations 
in discussions with Wal-Mart regarding its Lower Greenville store. The store is 
scheduled to open in October. It will be a “neighborhood market” concept 
similar to the one at Hall and Hwy 75. 

Representatives of the fi ve neighborhood associations in the area – Belmont, 
Lower Greenville, Lowest Greenville West, Greenland Hills, and Vickery Place – 
have been working together since March to negotiate with Wal-Mart and its 
development team regarding the construction at the former Whole Foods/
Blockbuster site. The neighborhood associations have also been working with 
Councilmembers Angela Hunt and Pauline Medrano. 

Melissa recently announced that, after several months of negotiations, 
Wal-Mart has addressed a number of neighborhood concerns regarding 
after-hours parking lot use, lighting, security, landscaping and streetscaping. 

Wal-Mart has agreed to:

– Use private security to keep others from using its parking lot after hours, 
which should help with noise issues for adjacent residents and crime issues

– Install new lighting technology that will produce less light pollution 
than the lights previously used at this site

– Route truck traffi c and deliveries on Richmond to reduce noise 
and truck traffi c issues for adjacent residents

–  Install a new fence along the back of its property to provide a 
buffer for residents immediately behind the site

– Install new landscaping, including several new trees and 
shrubs and irrigation, along Belmont and Greenville Avenues

– Use natural components, such as stone, on the building 
facade

– Install sidewalk pavers and pony walls along Greenville 
to match the new streetscape improvements along Lowest 
Greenville

Wal-Mart also intends to make donations to local charities. 

Melissa adds that, “Through the collective efforts of the neighbor-
hood associations along Greenville Avenue, we have gained 
several concessions from Wal-Mart that we believe will be a better fi t 
with our community than originally planned and that address a number of 
concerns raised by area residents.”

FRIENDS AND FOOD – 
LGNA JULY DINNER
(CONTINUED FROM FRONT COVER)

Complete fajita fi xings from Blue Goose Cantina and the famed 
shrimp cocktail from Aw Shucks were the stars of the six tables of 
food. Kroger on Mockingbird and the 7-Eleven at Greenville and 
Penrose provided ice and water. Complementing the main courses 
were dozens of side dishes and desserts brought by area residents. 

Highlighting the evening was a dessert contest featuring two dozen 
homemade desserts brought by neighbors. Those present at the 
dinner voted on their choices of best dessert. Grand prize winner 
was Sherry Saiz, also 2011’s grand prize winner. Sherry received a 
$75 Blue Goose gift card. Carol Canada won a $50 Blue Goose 
gift card for fi rst place, Lari Bain took home a $50 Society Bakery 
gift card for second place, Linda Roney’s third-place entry 
earned her a gift basket of dessert chips and salsa provided by 
DreadheadChef.com, and Virginia Buege received a $25 Society 
Bakery gift card. 

Many thanks to all the neighborhood residents who helped 
with the setup and cleanup, including Rusty Daniel, Doug and 
Calla Havis, Diane Evans, and master photographer Lilia Estrada 
from Benny’s Bagels in Lakewood. 

Also, many thanks to our neighborhood’s generous merchants:

•  Blue Goose Cantina — 2905 Greenville Ave

•  Aw Shucks — 3601 Greenville Ave

•  Society Bakery — 3426 Greenville Ave

•  7-Eleven —3702 Greenville Ave

• Kroger – 5665 E. Mockingbird

•  DreadHeadChef.com

Darren Dattalo does a fantastic job of not merely publishing 
the monthly crime statistics, but also interpreting them. The 
historical perspective is of great value. But perhaps the 
improvement in categories of burglary and theft has led to 
complacency. 
In recent months, there have been recent burglaries where 
the point of entry was through an open or unlocked door. 
In one case the victim was hosting a get-together and left 
the front door open for arriving guests. Phones and purses 
left in the front of the house were stolen by the criminal as 
guests mingled in the back yard. 
Garages left open even for the shortest period of time 
are prime targets. Family members need to be sure that 
someone did indeed lock the door. Please understand 
that the criminals will take advantage of any opportunity 
presented. They are criminals, it is what they do! 
If you have any questions or concerns, I welcome the 
opportunity to help. Thank you. 

LOCK UP!
KEITH ALLEN—DALLAS POLICE

Belmont Post Offi ce Closes
Effective September 1, the US Postal Service closed the Belmont 
Postal Station in the 5600 block of Belmont. PO Boxes were moved 
to the Lovers Lane Station, located at Greenville and Lovers Lane. 
The Lakewood Station at La Vista and Swiss also remains open.

Boot Camp
Six LGNA volunteers attended the Dallas Homeowners League’s 
Boot Camp for neighborhood leaders. Held at Dallas City Hall, 
the event’s keynote speaker was DISD Superintendent Mike Miles. 
Participants also attended workshops on Form-Based Zoning, Public 
Schools and your Neighborhood, the Board of Adjustment, and 
Grassroots Neighborhood Improvement.

UPDATE
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from quality-of-life and charitable organizations. As usual we will have the face painters, hotdogs, 
musical entertainment, and a bounce house. 

This is a great opportunity to have some fun, meet some neighbors, and learn a little something 
about health and safety. Look for the manila fl yer on your doorstep. The event will take the place 
of our regularly scheduled November LGNA meeting.  

Be sure to save the date.

    Other Res.
  Residential Car Thefts & Violent Auto
  Incidents Break-ins Break-ins Crime* Theft

June  2012 27 14 4 4 0

July 2012 20 10 6 1 1

Typical 24 12 8 2 2

*Violent crime includes murder, rape, robbery or aggravated assault.

Our goals with Crime Watch remain the same 
– to focus on reducing car break-ins and home break-ins 
by educating you all about what is happening in the 
area. If you aren’t already on our email list for regular 
monthly reports and as-needed crime alerts.

Please email us at CrimeWatch@LGNA.net and ask 
to be added.


