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crime watch update

Getting involved isn’t that hard

darreN dattaLO,  
crime watch cOOrdiNatOr

i recently taught a short seminar at the dallas 
homeowners League annual Boot camp for 

neighborhoods entitled “communication in the 
modern Neighborhood.” we talked about the basics like email 
distribution lists and websites, but also about social media like 
Facebook, twitter and Nextdoor.com.  

Just days later, i noticed a post on Nextdoor.com about a burglary 
that occurred where the thief had gained access through a doggie 
door. moments later a second post popped up about a similar 
incident nearby. after doing a little research, i discovered that there 
had been four similar incidents in the span of a week. (two in the 
area near Stonewall Jackson, one in wilshire heights and one in the 
Belmont addition.) 

the suspect was a Latino male, thin and about 5’5” with a buzz cut. 
all the incidents had happened midday around lunchtime. we 
posted a crime alert by email, by Facebook and on our website 
the same day. we learned about this series of events and were 
able to get dpd’s attention to it very quickly, at the speed of the 

internet, thanks to the neighbors who posted and the watchers who 
commented back with additional information. 

crime watch works best when it’s a two-way street. i take pride in 
being able to get information out to the community to help us stay 
safer, but our crime watch is infinitely more effective when we are 
all communicating with each other. i always appreciate getting 
tips from neighbors to share with dpd and the community, but you 
can also help by following us on Facebook (Our page is simply titled 
LGNatX.) and signing up for Nextdoor.com. 

Nextdoor is especially helpful as membership is limited to residents 
of the neighborhood and you can choose what information you 
want to receive. i will be making more use of Nextdoor.com in the 
future for crime alerts and would love to see more of our neighbors 
participating in this unique form of neighborhood communication. 

pS – due to the cut over to the new computer system used by dallas 
police, our usual crime statistics are not available as we go to print. 
we will catch up as soon as the system is up and running reliably. 

aLLeyS & dOGGie dOOrS
the two topics are related. there have been a few issues involving 
“visitors” in the alleys of LGNa. Several of the neighborhood’s 
alleys are in dire need of attention. it is difficult, if not impossible, 
to navigate through many of them without causing damage to 
vehicles. Spotting suspicious activity is much more difficult.  

your neighborhood has been gracious to coordinate alley 
clean-ups in the past. while it is still very warm, cooler weather will 
be here soon, and before the cooler weather runs into the holiday 
season, now is a great time to plan to get your block together to 
clean up alley vegetation.  

the responsibility for alley clean-up lies with the property owner. 
Now i won’t pretend that locating a workable saw, rake, and other 
tools is (or should be) at the top of anyone’s to-do list. however, 
there are some benefits to organizing and completing this type 
of project now. Greater visibility for you, your neighbors, and the 
police department is the primary result. access for utility companies 
should there eVer be a power outage makes their job easier. 

there are usually days where the weather is cooperative, and 
this time of year the growth of the “offending” tree/shrub/weed 
is stagnant – making it somewhat easier to cut and haul than in 
the spring. it is also an opportunity to increase interaction with your 
neighbors as scheduling a few hours with the residents of your 
block to work on the alleys together binds you all in the spirit of 
cooperation; it is probably more accurate to state that misery loves 
company, but i digress.  

Seriously, working together with each other and the city turns an 
investment of a couple of hours into a tangible benefit for all. i know 
in the past that some blocks have scheduled a cookout for lunch 
at the completion of morning clean-up activities providing another 
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UPCOMING EVENT

BULK TRASH DATE
 PICK UP: Sept. 8-12     
EARLIEST SET-OUT: Sept. 4  

 PICK UP: Oct. 13-17
EARLIEST SET-OUT: Oct. 9

 PICK UP: Nov. 10-14 
EARLIEST SET-OUT: Nov. 6 
Remember: the city has a zero 
tolerance for placing trash out  
prior to the earliest set-out date. 
don’t get stuck with a fine for  
missing the date.

LOG ON TO  
LGNA.NET    
for information 
and updates.

 WHEN tuesday Oct. 7   
  5:30 - 8:00pm 

 WHERE tietze park pavilion
  2700 Skillman

 WHAT National Night Out

SaVe the date 

Find out what’s going on.  
Like us on FaceBOOK

On October 7, the tradition of neighborhood cooperation, 
education, and fun will again find hundreds of area residents 
enjoying National Night Out at tietze park. representatives 
from three neighborhood associations – Lower Greenville, 
Lakewood heights, and Lowest Greenville west – and Friends of tietze park Foundation have 
assured an evening of fun and information. this year’s event will take place from 5:30-8:00pm.

National Night Out is designed to strengthen community relationship between residents and 
public service organizations such as police, city departments and charitable organizations that 
serve the community. the tietze park event attracts 800-1,000 attendees each year. 

On hand will be police officers to talk to about crime concerns. dallas Fire rescue will be present 
to teach kids about fire safety. in addition, there will be exhibits from quality-of-life, city service, 
and charitable organizations. as usual we will have face painters, hotdogs, musical entertainment, 
and bounce houses. this year sees the return of the popular pie-eating contest for the kids. the 
american red cross Bloodmobile will be accepting blood donations.

this is a great opportunity to have some fun, meet some neighbors, and learn a little something 
about health and safety. check out the manila flyers that accompany this newsletter. the event 
will take the place of our regularly scheduled November LGNa meeting. Be sure to save the date.

if you’d like to volunteer to help out with NNO, help is always needed before, during, and after the 
event with planning, organization, set-up, and tear-down. 

contact director1@LGNa.net or call 214-821-2562.

BLOOd driVe at NatiONaL NiGht Out

we have again arranged for the red cross Bloodmobile to be 
at National Night Out this year. Last year’s donations fell short of 
our goal, so please consider donating blood – a worthy cause, 
and there is always a need. consider organizing a donation 
challenge among your neighbors or co-workers. 

On Tuesday, October 7, the Bloodmobile will be 
parked on Skillman between 4:30 and 8:00 p.m. 

• a photo id is required. remember to bring your  
 donor card, driver’s license, or other forms of id.

• if you take medication, bring a list of your meds.

• eat a healthy meal before your donation. avoid  
 fatty foods such as hamburgers, fries, or ice cream.

• drink an extra 16 oz. of water or non-alcoholic fluids  
 before your donation.

• wear comfortable clothing with sleeves that can be  
 raised above the elbow.

• take the time to enjoy a snack and a drink   
 immediately after donating.

opportunity for neighbor interaction. Finally, 
a clean-up answers the age old question of  
“i wonder what’s back there.”

“doggie doors” have been the point of entry of several recent 
burglaries. most of the “doggie doors” are not located at the front 
of the residence. thieves are more likely to carry stolen items down 
paths less traveled – alleys.  the percentage of your neighbors who 
regularly use the alleys is small. combine infrequent use with the 
cover of darkness, and the bad guys/girls have a great ingress/
egress to your property. 

the goal is to force the thief out into the open where your neighbors, 
and dpd for that matter, are more likely to be alerted to suspicious 
activity. the greater the challenge for the criminal, the more likely 
they will move on to somewhere else. as always, please contact 
me with any questions/concerns. Thank you.

the u.S. environmental protection 
agency (epa) is addressing the 

serious impacts of wasted food 
on our environment while also 
helping the people most at  
risk of hunger. this is part of  
epa’s larger Food recovery 
challenge, encouraging busi-

nesses nationwide to change  
how we think about resources for a 

better tomorrow.

How Does Plate it Forward Work? 
plate it Forward gives Lower Greenville restaurants the opportunity 
to donate their surplus food to neighbors in need and gives local 
service organizations the chance to receive and distribute this 
wholesome, unserved food.  restaurants are encouraged to 
track the amount of food they donate.  Signs will be provided to 
participating restaurants to help the public identify and reward the 
forward-thinking businesses. Greenville avenue pizza company 
and Blind Butcher are already participating in the program.

Why Lower Greenville? 
Known for its diversity and great restaurants, Lower Greenville is also 
known for its forward-thinking and community-minded neighbors.  
thinking differently about food means considering all of the 
resources it takes to grow then transport the food, and protecting 
those resources by making sure unused food does not go to waste.

Kim Shultz 
eSS iV program manager

New principal 
robert e. Lee elementary greets a new principal this year. Bridget 
ransom, a 19-year diSd veteran, has served as a teacher and 
campus administrator. welcome, ms ransom!

Slices for Supplies 
in august, Greenville avenue pizza company (Gapc) hosted their 
second annual “Slices for Supplies” event. customers that brought 
at least one school supply item received one free slice of pizza 
with one additional topping. this year Gapc collected four large 
boxes of supplies. the supplies go directly to the teachers at diSd’s 
ignacio Zaragoza elementary. in addition, Gapc raised $550, 
thanks to generous customers, hG Sply co, Blind Butcher, and 
Nandina’s. Good work, Gapc! 

Stonewall carnival 
Stonewall Jackson’s fall carnival is scheduled for Saturday, October 
18, from 1:00 – 5:00pm. admission is free, and guests may purchase 
tickets for games, rides and food.  

Lee carnival
robert e. Lee’s fall carnival will be on Saturday, November 8, 
from 11:00am-4:00pm. the event will feature food, games, and 
superheroes. you can buy a $20 wristband to play all games.

Stonewall Gardens
in September Stonewall Gardens announced the retirement of 
the garden’s founder and long-time instructor mark painter. (Go 
to LGNa.net to see the Nov/dec 2010 newsletter article on mark.) 
Stonewall Gardens is the hands-on science program at Stonewall 
Jackson elementary. everyone wishes mark well on his retirement. 
New plans for the gardens will be announced soon.

SCHOOL NEWSSCHOOL NEWS

Find out what’s going on.  
Like us on FaceBOOK

can you provide six hours a year  
for your neighborhood? 

we are in need of volunteers who deliver newsletters to 
residences on one street (4-5 blocks) only six times a year. 
it takes an hour or less to do one street. you’ll be helping to 
assure that everyone gets our newsletter and maybe get a 
little exercise. 

For more information, contact david Jones  
at 214-821-8954 or atl1ddj@sbcglobal.net



toys for cops
Once again, residents of the Lower Greenville Neighborhood 
association area stood up and compassionately donated stuffed 
toys to the dallas police department’s central patrol. dpd patrol cars 
carry stuffed toys for distribution to children who are distressed by 
traumatic events such as domestic violence or traffic accidents. 

LGNa volunteers delivered 360+ stuffed toys to central patrol –  
a record collection amount. thank you, LGNa!

Start saving your gently used stuffed toys for december when LGNa 
will again sponsor the toys for cops campaign. it’s a win-win –  
help with your house-cleaning and a good feeling from promoting 
dpd’s positive image and helping kids who need compassion.

 

ShOw yOur SuppOrt aNd JOiN NOw!

please print clearly! email addresses are required to receive neighborhood alerts. personal information is not shared with any outside group 
or used for any other purpose. receipts will be furnished upon request. checks for LGNa membership should be made out to LGNa. For  
extended Neighborhood patrol membership, checks should be made out to LGNa-eNp. please provide separate checks if possible.
Mail this form and check payable to LGNA or LGNA-ENP to: PO Box 720067, Dallas, TX 75372 (or bring it to the next LGNA meeting).

!

name:

address:

phone:

cell:

email:

 Please choose all that apply:

n	 Join LGNA ($20/yr, $5 for 65+)

n	 Join Expanded Neighborhood 
 Patrol ($200/yr, $150 for 65+)

n	Add me to the Crime Watch 
 Email List

n	 Please contact me about 
 Volunteering

Pay Pal Now Available: LGNa has made it a little easier for you to become a member. we’ve added paypal to the 
LGNa website. On the site, you’ll see two buttons, one for regular membership and one for seniors (65+).  if you have a 
paypal account, you can use that directly. if not, you can skip that step and proceed directly to a credit card processing 
page. LGNa does not receive your credit card information, only the contact information. there is no surcharge added to 
the regular $20 per household membership ($5 for seniors).

wise watering 
practicing water conservation has hopefully 
become a standard practice at your home. 
if you think your yard is struggling or you are 
considering changes to your landscape, 

here are a few suggestions –- plan and design 
your landscape with watering requirements  

in mind.

•  analyze your soil, amend if needed, and add 
compost to beds for planting.

•  choose plants wisely – favoring native texas 
plants and landscape plants over turf grasses. 

(Grass requires much more water than shrubs, 
trees, or beds.)

•  reduce the size of water-sensitive lawns through 
the use of patios, decks, groundcover,  or shrub 
beds.

•  avoid long narrow strips of grass as these are 
harder to irrigate

•  water using the cycle soak method – determine 
how long it takes to  water a zone before you have 
run off. move watering to another zone and water 
until you begin to have run off, etc. Once all zones 
have been watered to run-off stage, repeat 
the watering cycle until you have saturated 
the ground to a depth of 6-8 inches. depth 
of watering can be determined by sticking a 
screw driver into the watered lawn.

• mulch all beds, shrubbery, 
and newly planted trees 
with 6 inches of mulch.

• use soaker hoses for 
beds and shrubbery.

hope this helps and 
you can enjoy a 
happy landscape 
and lower water  
bill if the months  
to come.   
Let it rain.

Send your gardening questions to Sara 
by email at: digthis@LGNa.net

FrieNdS aNd FOOd – LGNa JuLy diNNer
LGNa’s 23rd summer social in July was unanimously voted an 
annual event that is not to be missed. a tradition since 1991, the 
family-friendly dinner featured an abundance of good food and 
fellowship. honored guests were councilmember philip Kingston, 
dpd chief Gary tittle, and several officers and command staff from 
dpd central patrol. dpd-sponsored explorers helped with set-up 
and tear-down tasks.

Over a hundred neighbors enjoyed the complete fajita fixings from 
Blue Goose cantina and the famed shrimp cocktail from aw Shucks. 
complementing the main courses were side dishes and desserts 
brought by area residents. highlighting the evening was a dessert 
contest featuring homemade desserts brought by neighbors. as well 
as prizes for the dessert contest, several area businesses donated 
door prizes. ten people received door prizes.

Grateful thanks to all the neighborhood residents who helped with 
the setup, contest organization, photography, and cleanup. 

thanks to the many businesses that donated food, door prizes, and 
dessert-contest prizes. please patronize these fine businesses that 
support your neighborhood.

meet Victor aves
LGNa Volunteer and Newsletter deliverer

when you meet long-time LGNa resident Victor aves for the first time, 
you are immediately drawn in by his enthusiasm for life, love of the 
neighborhood, and passion for volunteering.  his personal mantra is  
to stay informed and learn something new every day.

what brought you to the neighborhood and what do you enjoy about it?
my wife! i was the realtor who sold my wife her Lower Greenville home.  Stephanie and i married, and we have now lived  
in the home since 1991.  we love the central location, white rock Lake, dining at neighborhood restaurants, and the sense  
of community in this area.

how did you get started delivering LGNa Newsletters?
i remember that Gay hopkins was delivering newsletters on our street and she mentioned that a block captain was needed for 
Lewis St.  i got the “job” and have been delivering newsletters on Lewis, and sometimes mary, mecca and hubert, ever since.  

what do you receive personally from volunteering for newsletter delivery?
you have the opportunity to meet and get to know your neighbors and their pets.  you can enjoy the neighborhood and 
check out any needs in the community that merit the city’s attention.  Getting a little exercise certainly doesn’t hurt. 

any final thoughts on giving back and volunteering?
“at the end of the day, volunteering is not about the outward action, but how it makes you feel inside”.

LGNa Board member david Jones says, “Victor epitomizes the character and dedication of our LGNa newsletter deliverers. 
Our delivery volunteers serve as the eyes and ears of the neighborhood.  Victor always does it with a smile”.

VOLuNteer SpOtLiGht

explorer curb project
dpd-sponsored explorer post 741 is painting curb house 
numbers for $15 per home. explorers use reflective paint that’s 
visible day or night. all funds go to the dallas explorer program. 
to place your order, contact Officer Lorenzo carranza at 
469-203-2203 or Lorenzo.carranza@dpd.ci.dallas.tx.us. they 
will accept check, cash, or credit cards. Neighbors who’ve 
received the service all say they are very pleased with the 
work and with the workers.

Global Village market
On Saturday and Sunday, November 1-2, Greenland hills umc 
(5835 penrose) is sponsoring one of the best gift-shopping 
venues in dallas. the Global Village market brings together 
charitable organizations and fair-trade retailers to provide 
unique gift ideas. they’ll have live music both days, Saturday 
features homemade pies, and Sunday will have a food truck 
picnic lunch.

marathon alert
On Saturday, November 25, the annual michelob ultra half 
marathon will be returning to dallas. the course will cross our 
neighborhood on anita, concho, and penrose, moving on 
to abrams.

interfaith housing coalition
On thursday, September 25, interfaith housing coalition at 
5600 ross avenue will offer a “taste & tour” open house from 
6:30-8:00pm. the purpose is to help guests better understand 
issues facing homeless families, see how interfaith addresses 
those issues, and learn how you can help. interfaith housing 
coalition is a faith-based agency whose mission is to “be the 
hands of christ helping families transition to self-sufficiency 
and new hope.” For over 25 years, interfaith’s transitional 

the dessert contest winners 

top row:  5th place Liz pope, 4th place Kevin Buchanan 
First row:  2nd place marcie Schonborn,  

grand prize Julie mcaulay, 1st place Linda roney  
Not shown is 3rd place Lisa marshall

• aw Shucks
• Blind Butcher
• Blue Goose cantina
• crisp Salad company
• crowbar Fitness
• dallas Beer Kitchen

• refined Fitness
• Singlewide Bar
• Social mechanics
• Society Bakery
• Vagabond

housing program has provided transitional housing via 
apartments, self-sufficiency programs, and children and teen 
programs for approximately 100 homeless families per year. 

Francesco mastromatteo concert
italian cellist Francesco mastromatteo will perform a solo 
concert Sweet hero: Bach for cello on Sunday September 
14 at 6:00 p.m. at St. andrew’s presbyterian church. the 
program includes J.S. Bach: Suite BwV 1008 and Suite BwV 
1010. there is no admission charge, and a reception will 
follow the concert. the church is located at 3204 Skillman at 
monticello.

Sanitation pickup holidays
For those new to dallas – and perhaps some long-time 
residents – a reminder that the city observes our regular 
trash pickups 363 days per year, even most holidays. the only 
holidays when Sanitation does not pick up are thanksgiving 
and christmas. On those two occasions, pickup will be the 
next week day.

sara wick

Open 7 days a week

Next to 
Corner Market!

(214)826-2414 • www.unrefinedbakery.com

the LGNa newsletter now features advertising from neighborhood 
businesses. Our full-color newsletter is delivered to 2,700 
households in the LGNa area. if you’re interested in showcasing 
your business at a nominal rate, contact Advertising@LGNA.net

adVertiSiNG iN the LGNa NewSLetter

DiD yoU know?DiD yoU know?

theblindbutcher.com 

1919 Greenville Ave
Dallas, TX 75206
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distribution lists and websites, but also about social media like 
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Just days later, i noticed a post on Nextdoor.com about a burglary 
that occurred where the thief had gained access through a doggie 
door. moments later a second post popped up about a similar 
incident nearby. after doing a little research, i discovered that there 
had been four similar incidents in the span of a week. (two in the 
area near Stonewall Jackson, one in wilshire heights and one in the 
Belmont addition.) 

the suspect was a Latino male, thin and about 5’5” with a buzz cut. 
all the incidents had happened midday around lunchtime. we 
posted a crime alert by email, by Facebook and on our website 
the same day. we learned about this series of events and were 
able to get dpd’s attention to it very quickly, at the speed of the 

internet, thanks to the neighbors who posted and the watchers who 
commented back with additional information. 

crime watch works best when it’s a two-way street. i take pride in 
being able to get information out to the community to help us stay 
safer, but our crime watch is infinitely more effective when we are 
all communicating with each other. i always appreciate getting 
tips from neighbors to share with dpd and the community, but you 
can also help by following us on Facebook (Our page is simply titled 
LGNatX.) and signing up for Nextdoor.com. 

Nextdoor is especially helpful as membership is limited to residents 
of the neighborhood and you can choose what information you 
want to receive. i will be making more use of Nextdoor.com in the 
future for crime alerts and would love to see more of our neighbors 
participating in this unique form of neighborhood communication. 

pS – due to the cut over to the new computer system used by dallas 
police, our usual crime statistics are not available as we go to print. 
we will catch up as soon as the system is up and running reliably. 
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“visitors” in the alleys of LGNa. Several of the neighborhood’s 
alleys are in dire need of attention. it is difficult, if not impossible, 
to navigate through many of them without causing damage to 
vehicles. Spotting suspicious activity is much more difficult.  

your neighborhood has been gracious to coordinate alley 
clean-ups in the past. while it is still very warm, cooler weather will 
be here soon, and before the cooler weather runs into the holiday 
season, now is a great time to plan to get your block together to 
clean up alley vegetation.  

the responsibility for alley clean-up lies with the property owner. 
Now i won’t pretend that locating a workable saw, rake, and other 
tools is (or should be) at the top of anyone’s to-do list. however, 
there are some benefits to organizing and completing this type 
of project now. Greater visibility for you, your neighbors, and the 
police department is the primary result. access for utility companies 
should there eVer be a power outage makes their job easier. 

there are usually days where the weather is cooperative, and 
this time of year the growth of the “offending” tree/shrub/weed 
is stagnant – making it somewhat easier to cut and haul than in 
the spring. it is also an opportunity to increase interaction with your 
neighbors as scheduling a few hours with the residents of your 
block to work on the alleys together binds you all in the spirit of 
cooperation; it is probably more accurate to state that misery loves 
company, but i digress.  

Seriously, working together with each other and the city turns an 
investment of a couple of hours into a tangible benefit for all. i know 
in the past that some blocks have scheduled a cookout for lunch 
at the completion of morning clean-up activities providing another 
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On October 7, the tradition of neighborhood cooperation, 
education, and fun will again find hundreds of area residents 
enjoying National Night Out at tietze park. representatives 
from three neighborhood associations – Lower Greenville, 
Lakewood heights, and Lowest Greenville west – and Friends of tietze park Foundation have 
assured an evening of fun and information. this year’s event will take place from 5:30-8:00pm.
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challenge among your neighbors or co-workers. 

On Tuesday, October 7, the Bloodmobile will be 
parked on Skillman between 4:30 and 8:00 p.m. 

• a photo id is required. remember to bring your  
 donor card, driver’s license, or other forms of id.

• if you take medication, bring a list of your meds.

• eat a healthy meal before your donation. avoid  
 fatty foods such as hamburgers, fries, or ice cream.

• drink an extra 16 oz. of water or non-alcoholic fluids  
 before your donation.

• wear comfortable clothing with sleeves that can be  
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• take the time to enjoy a snack and a drink   
 immediately after donating.

opportunity for neighbor interaction. Finally, 
a clean-up answers the age old question of  
“i wonder what’s back there.”

“doggie doors” have been the point of entry of several recent 
burglaries. most of the “doggie doors” are not located at the front 
of the residence. thieves are more likely to carry stolen items down 
paths less traveled – alleys.  the percentage of your neighbors who 
regularly use the alleys is small. combine infrequent use with the 
cover of darkness, and the bad guys/girls have a great ingress/
egress to your property. 

the goal is to force the thief out into the open where your neighbors, 
and dpd for that matter, are more likely to be alerted to suspicious 
activity. the greater the challenge for the criminal, the more likely 
they will move on to somewhere else. as always, please contact 
me with any questions/concerns. Thank you.

the u.S. environmental protection 
agency (epa) is addressing the 

serious impacts of wasted food 
on our environment while also 
helping the people most at  
risk of hunger. this is part of  
epa’s larger Food recovery 
challenge, encouraging busi-

nesses nationwide to change  
how we think about resources for a 

better tomorrow.
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plate it Forward gives Lower Greenville restaurants the opportunity 
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wholesome, unserved food.  restaurants are encouraged to 
track the amount of food they donate.  Signs will be provided to 
participating restaurants to help the public identify and reward the 
forward-thinking businesses. Greenville avenue pizza company 
and Blind Butcher are already participating in the program.

Why Lower Greenville? 
Known for its diversity and great restaurants, Lower Greenville is also 
known for its forward-thinking and community-minded neighbors.  
thinking differently about food means considering all of the 
resources it takes to grow then transport the food, and protecting 
those resources by making sure unused food does not go to waste.

Kim Shultz 
eSS iV program manager

New principal 
robert e. Lee elementary greets a new principal this year. Bridget 
ransom, a 19-year diSd veteran, has served as a teacher and 
campus administrator. welcome, ms ransom!

Slices for Supplies 
in august, Greenville avenue pizza company (Gapc) hosted their 
second annual “Slices for Supplies” event. customers that brought 
at least one school supply item received one free slice of pizza 
with one additional topping. this year Gapc collected four large 
boxes of supplies. the supplies go directly to the teachers at diSd’s 
ignacio Zaragoza elementary. in addition, Gapc raised $550, 
thanks to generous customers, hG Sply co, Blind Butcher, and 
Nandina’s. Good work, Gapc! 

Stonewall carnival 
Stonewall Jackson’s fall carnival is scheduled for Saturday, October 
18, from 1:00 – 5:00pm. admission is free, and guests may purchase 
tickets for games, rides and food.  

Lee carnival
robert e. Lee’s fall carnival will be on Saturday, November 8, 
from 11:00am-4:00pm. the event will feature food, games, and 
superheroes. you can buy a $20 wristband to play all games.

Stonewall Gardens
in September Stonewall Gardens announced the retirement of 
the garden’s founder and long-time instructor mark painter. (Go 
to LGNa.net to see the Nov/dec 2010 newsletter article on mark.) 
Stonewall Gardens is the hands-on science program at Stonewall 
Jackson elementary. everyone wishes mark well on his retirement. 
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SCHOOL NEWSSCHOOL NEWS

Find out what’s going on.  
Like us on FaceBOOK

can you provide six hours a year  
for your neighborhood? 

we are in need of volunteers who deliver newsletters to 
residences on one street (4-5 blocks) only six times a year. 
it takes an hour or less to do one street. you’ll be helping to 
assure that everyone gets our newsletter and maybe get a 
little exercise. 

For more information, contact david Jones  
at 214-821-8954 or atl1ddj@sbcglobal.net



toys for cops
Once again, residents of the Lower Greenville Neighborhood 
association area stood up and compassionately donated stuffed 
toys to the dallas police department’s central patrol. dpd patrol cars 
carry stuffed toys for distribution to children who are distressed by 
traumatic events such as domestic violence or traffic accidents. 

LGNa volunteers delivered 360+ stuffed toys to central patrol –  
a record collection amount. thank you, LGNa!

Start saving your gently used stuffed toys for december when LGNa 
will again sponsor the toys for cops campaign. it’s a win-win –  
help with your house-cleaning and a good feeling from promoting 
dpd’s positive image and helping kids who need compassion.
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wise watering 
practicing water conservation has hopefully 
become a standard practice at your home. 
if you think your yard is struggling or you are 
considering changes to your landscape, 

here are a few suggestions –- plan and design 
your landscape with watering requirements  

in mind.

•  analyze your soil, amend if needed, and add 
compost to beds for planting.

•  choose plants wisely – favoring native texas 
plants and landscape plants over turf grasses. 

(Grass requires much more water than shrubs, 
trees, or beds.)

•  reduce the size of water-sensitive lawns through 
the use of patios, decks, groundcover,  or shrub 
beds.

•  avoid long narrow strips of grass as these are 
harder to irrigate

•  water using the cycle soak method – determine 
how long it takes to  water a zone before you have 
run off. move watering to another zone and water 
until you begin to have run off, etc. Once all zones 
have been watered to run-off stage, repeat 
the watering cycle until you have saturated 
the ground to a depth of 6-8 inches. depth 
of watering can be determined by sticking a 
screw driver into the watered lawn.

• mulch all beds, shrubbery, 
and newly planted trees 
with 6 inches of mulch.

• use soaker hoses for 
beds and shrubbery.

hope this helps and 
you can enjoy a 
happy landscape 
and lower water  
bill if the months  
to come.   
Let it rain.

Send your gardening questions to Sara 
by email at: digthis@LGNa.net

FrieNdS aNd FOOd – LGNa JuLy diNNer
LGNa’s 23rd summer social in July was unanimously voted an 
annual event that is not to be missed. a tradition since 1991, the 
family-friendly dinner featured an abundance of good food and 
fellowship. honored guests were councilmember philip Kingston, 
dpd chief Gary tittle, and several officers and command staff from 
dpd central patrol. dpd-sponsored explorers helped with set-up 
and tear-down tasks.

Over a hundred neighbors enjoyed the complete fajita fixings from 
Blue Goose cantina and the famed shrimp cocktail from aw Shucks. 
complementing the main courses were side dishes and desserts 
brought by area residents. highlighting the evening was a dessert 
contest featuring homemade desserts brought by neighbors. as well 
as prizes for the dessert contest, several area businesses donated 
door prizes. ten people received door prizes.

Grateful thanks to all the neighborhood residents who helped with 
the setup, contest organization, photography, and cleanup. 

thanks to the many businesses that donated food, door prizes, and 
dessert-contest prizes. please patronize these fine businesses that 
support your neighborhood.

meet Victor aves
LGNa Volunteer and Newsletter deliverer

when you meet long-time LGNa resident Victor aves for the first time, 
you are immediately drawn in by his enthusiasm for life, love of the 
neighborhood, and passion for volunteering.  his personal mantra is  
to stay informed and learn something new every day.

what brought you to the neighborhood and what do you enjoy about it?
my wife! i was the realtor who sold my wife her Lower Greenville home.  Stephanie and i married, and we have now lived  
in the home since 1991.  we love the central location, white rock Lake, dining at neighborhood restaurants, and the sense  
of community in this area.

how did you get started delivering LGNa Newsletters?
i remember that Gay hopkins was delivering newsletters on our street and she mentioned that a block captain was needed for 
Lewis St.  i got the “job” and have been delivering newsletters on Lewis, and sometimes mary, mecca and hubert, ever since.  

what do you receive personally from volunteering for newsletter delivery?
you have the opportunity to meet and get to know your neighbors and their pets.  you can enjoy the neighborhood and 
check out any needs in the community that merit the city’s attention.  Getting a little exercise certainly doesn’t hurt. 

any final thoughts on giving back and volunteering?
“at the end of the day, volunteering is not about the outward action, but how it makes you feel inside”.

LGNa Board member david Jones says, “Victor epitomizes the character and dedication of our LGNa newsletter deliverers. 
Our delivery volunteers serve as the eyes and ears of the neighborhood.  Victor always does it with a smile”.

VOLuNteer SpOtLiGht

explorer curb project
dpd-sponsored explorer post 741 is painting curb house 
numbers for $15 per home. explorers use reflective paint that’s 
visible day or night. all funds go to the dallas explorer program. 
to place your order, contact Officer Lorenzo carranza at 
469-203-2203 or Lorenzo.carranza@dpd.ci.dallas.tx.us. they 
will accept check, cash, or credit cards. Neighbors who’ve 
received the service all say they are very pleased with the 
work and with the workers.

Global Village market
On Saturday and Sunday, November 1-2, Greenland hills umc 
(5835 penrose) is sponsoring one of the best gift-shopping 
venues in dallas. the Global Village market brings together 
charitable organizations and fair-trade retailers to provide 
unique gift ideas. they’ll have live music both days, Saturday 
features homemade pies, and Sunday will have a food truck 
picnic lunch.

marathon alert
On Saturday, November 25, the annual michelob ultra half 
marathon will be returning to dallas. the course will cross our 
neighborhood on anita, concho, and penrose, moving on 
to abrams.

interfaith housing coalition
On thursday, September 25, interfaith housing coalition at 
5600 ross avenue will offer a “taste & tour” open house from 
6:30-8:00pm. the purpose is to help guests better understand 
issues facing homeless families, see how interfaith addresses 
those issues, and learn how you can help. interfaith housing 
coalition is a faith-based agency whose mission is to “be the 
hands of christ helping families transition to self-sufficiency 
and new hope.” For over 25 years, interfaith’s transitional 

the dessert contest winners 

top row:  5th place Liz pope, 4th place Kevin Buchanan 
First row:  2nd place marcie Schonborn,  

grand prize Julie mcaulay, 1st place Linda roney  
Not shown is 3rd place Lisa marshall

• aw Shucks
• Blind Butcher
• Blue Goose cantina
• crisp Salad company
• crowbar Fitness
• dallas Beer Kitchen

• refined Fitness
• Singlewide Bar
• Social mechanics
• Society Bakery
• Vagabond

housing program has provided transitional housing via 
apartments, self-sufficiency programs, and children and teen 
programs for approximately 100 homeless families per year. 

Francesco mastromatteo concert
italian cellist Francesco mastromatteo will perform a solo 
concert Sweet hero: Bach for cello on Sunday September 
14 at 6:00 p.m. at St. andrew’s presbyterian church. the 
program includes J.S. Bach: Suite BwV 1008 and Suite BwV 
1010. there is no admission charge, and a reception will 
follow the concert. the church is located at 3204 Skillman at 
monticello.

Sanitation pickup holidays
For those new to dallas – and perhaps some long-time 
residents – a reminder that the city observes our regular 
trash pickups 363 days per year, even most holidays. the only 
holidays when Sanitation does not pick up are thanksgiving 
and christmas. On those two occasions, pickup will be the 
next week day.

sara wick

Open 7 days a week

Next to 
Corner Market!

(214)826-2414 • www.unrefinedbakery.com

the LGNa newsletter now features advertising from neighborhood 
businesses. Our full-color newsletter is delivered to 2,700 
households in the LGNa area. if you’re interested in showcasing 
your business at a nominal rate, contact Advertising@LGNA.net

adVertiSiNG iN the LGNa NewSLetter

DiD yoU know?DiD yoU know?

theblindbutcher.com 

1919 Greenville Ave
Dallas, TX 75206
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Once again, residents of the Lower Greenville Neighborhood 
association area stood up and compassionately donated stuffed 
toys to the dallas police department’s central patrol. dpd patrol cars 
carry stuffed toys for distribution to children who are distressed by 
traumatic events such as domestic violence or traffic accidents. 

LGNa volunteers delivered 360+ stuffed toys to central patrol –  
a record collection amount. thank you, LGNa!

Start saving your gently used stuffed toys for december when LGNa 
will again sponsor the toys for cops campaign. it’s a win-win –  
help with your house-cleaning and a good feeling from promoting 
dpd’s positive image and helping kids who need compassion.
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crime watch update

Getting involved isn’t that hard

darreN dattaLO,  
crime watch cOOrdiNatOr

i recently taught a short seminar at the dallas 
homeowners League annual Boot camp for 

neighborhoods entitled “communication in the 
modern Neighborhood.” we talked about the basics like email 
distribution lists and websites, but also about social media like 
Facebook, twitter and Nextdoor.com.  

Just days later, i noticed a post on Nextdoor.com about a burglary 
that occurred where the thief had gained access through a doggie 
door. moments later a second post popped up about a similar 
incident nearby. after doing a little research, i discovered that there 
had been four similar incidents in the span of a week. (two in the 
area near Stonewall Jackson, one in wilshire heights and one in the 
Belmont addition.) 

the suspect was a Latino male, thin and about 5’5” with a buzz cut. 
all the incidents had happened midday around lunchtime. we 
posted a crime alert by email, by Facebook and on our website 
the same day. we learned about this series of events and were 
able to get dpd’s attention to it very quickly, at the speed of the 

internet, thanks to the neighbors who posted and the watchers who 
commented back with additional information. 

crime watch works best when it’s a two-way street. i take pride in 
being able to get information out to the community to help us stay 
safer, but our crime watch is infinitely more effective when we are 
all communicating with each other. i always appreciate getting 
tips from neighbors to share with dpd and the community, but you 
can also help by following us on Facebook (Our page is simply titled 
LGNatX.) and signing up for Nextdoor.com. 

Nextdoor is especially helpful as membership is limited to residents 
of the neighborhood and you can choose what information you 
want to receive. i will be making more use of Nextdoor.com in the 
future for crime alerts and would love to see more of our neighbors 
participating in this unique form of neighborhood communication. 

pS – due to the cut over to the new computer system used by dallas 
police, our usual crime statistics are not available as we go to print. 
we will catch up as soon as the system is up and running reliably. 

aLLeyS & dOGGie dOOrS
the two topics are related. there have been a few issues involving 
“visitors” in the alleys of LGNa. Several of the neighborhood’s 
alleys are in dire need of attention. it is difficult, if not impossible, 
to navigate through many of them without causing damage to 
vehicles. Spotting suspicious activity is much more difficult.  

your neighborhood has been gracious to coordinate alley 
clean-ups in the past. while it is still very warm, cooler weather will 
be here soon, and before the cooler weather runs into the holiday 
season, now is a great time to plan to get your block together to 
clean up alley vegetation.  

the responsibility for alley clean-up lies with the property owner. 
Now i won’t pretend that locating a workable saw, rake, and other 
tools is (or should be) at the top of anyone’s to-do list. however, 
there are some benefits to organizing and completing this type 
of project now. Greater visibility for you, your neighbors, and the 
police department is the primary result. access for utility companies 
should there eVer be a power outage makes their job easier. 

there are usually days where the weather is cooperative, and 
this time of year the growth of the “offending” tree/shrub/weed 
is stagnant – making it somewhat easier to cut and haul than in 
the spring. it is also an opportunity to increase interaction with your 
neighbors as scheduling a few hours with the residents of your 
block to work on the alleys together binds you all in the spirit of 
cooperation; it is probably more accurate to state that misery loves 
company, but i digress.  

Seriously, working together with each other and the city turns an 
investment of a couple of hours into a tangible benefit for all. i know 
in the past that some blocks have scheduled a cookout for lunch 
at the completion of morning clean-up activities providing another 
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UPCOMING EVENT

BULK TRASH DATE
 PICK UP: Sept. 8-12     
EARLIEST SET-OUT: Sept. 4  

 PICK UP: Oct. 13-17
EARLIEST SET-OUT: Oct. 9

 PICK UP: Nov. 10-14 
EARLIEST SET-OUT: Nov. 6 
Remember: the city has a zero 
tolerance for placing trash out  
prior to the earliest set-out date. 
don’t get stuck with a fine for  
missing the date.

LOG ON TO  
LGNA.NET    
for information 
and updates.

 WHEN tuesday Oct. 7   
  5:30 - 8:00pm 

 WHERE tietze park pavilion
  2700 Skillman

 WHAT National Night Out

SaVe the date 

Find out what’s going on.  
Like us on FaceBOOK

On October 7, the tradition of neighborhood cooperation, 
education, and fun will again find hundreds of area residents 
enjoying National Night Out at tietze park. representatives 
from three neighborhood associations – Lower Greenville, 
Lakewood heights, and Lowest Greenville west – and Friends of tietze park Foundation have 
assured an evening of fun and information. this year’s event will take place from 5:30-8:00pm.

National Night Out is designed to strengthen community relationship between residents and 
public service organizations such as police, city departments and charitable organizations that 
serve the community. the tietze park event attracts 800-1,000 attendees each year. 

On hand will be police officers to talk to about crime concerns. dallas Fire rescue will be present 
to teach kids about fire safety. in addition, there will be exhibits from quality-of-life, city service, 
and charitable organizations. as usual we will have face painters, hotdogs, musical entertainment, 
and bounce houses. this year sees the return of the popular pie-eating contest for the kids. the 
american red cross Bloodmobile will be accepting blood donations.

this is a great opportunity to have some fun, meet some neighbors, and learn a little something 
about health and safety. check out the manila flyers that accompany this newsletter. the event 
will take the place of our regularly scheduled November LGNa meeting. Be sure to save the date.

if you’d like to volunteer to help out with NNO, help is always needed before, during, and after the 
event with planning, organization, set-up, and tear-down. 

contact director1@LGNa.net or call 214-821-2562.

BLOOd driVe at NatiONaL NiGht Out

we have again arranged for the red cross Bloodmobile to be 
at National Night Out this year. Last year’s donations fell short of 
our goal, so please consider donating blood – a worthy cause, 
and there is always a need. consider organizing a donation 
challenge among your neighbors or co-workers. 

On Tuesday, October 7, the Bloodmobile will be 
parked on Skillman between 4:30 and 8:00 p.m. 

• a photo id is required. remember to bring your  
 donor card, driver’s license, or other forms of id.

• if you take medication, bring a list of your meds.

• eat a healthy meal before your donation. avoid  
 fatty foods such as hamburgers, fries, or ice cream.

• drink an extra 16 oz. of water or non-alcoholic fluids  
 before your donation.

• wear comfortable clothing with sleeves that can be  
 raised above the elbow.

• take the time to enjoy a snack and a drink   
 immediately after donating.

opportunity for neighbor interaction. Finally, 
a clean-up answers the age old question of  
“i wonder what’s back there.”

“doggie doors” have been the point of entry of several recent 
burglaries. most of the “doggie doors” are not located at the front 
of the residence. thieves are more likely to carry stolen items down 
paths less traveled – alleys.  the percentage of your neighbors who 
regularly use the alleys is small. combine infrequent use with the 
cover of darkness, and the bad guys/girls have a great ingress/
egress to your property. 

the goal is to force the thief out into the open where your neighbors, 
and dpd for that matter, are more likely to be alerted to suspicious 
activity. the greater the challenge for the criminal, the more likely 
they will move on to somewhere else. as always, please contact 
me with any questions/concerns. Thank you.

the u.S. environmental protection 
agency (epa) is addressing the 

serious impacts of wasted food 
on our environment while also 
helping the people most at  
risk of hunger. this is part of  
epa’s larger Food recovery 
challenge, encouraging busi-

nesses nationwide to change  
how we think about resources for a 

better tomorrow.

How Does Plate it Forward Work? 
plate it Forward gives Lower Greenville restaurants the opportunity 
to donate their surplus food to neighbors in need and gives local 
service organizations the chance to receive and distribute this 
wholesome, unserved food.  restaurants are encouraged to 
track the amount of food they donate.  Signs will be provided to 
participating restaurants to help the public identify and reward the 
forward-thinking businesses. Greenville avenue pizza company 
and Blind Butcher are already participating in the program.

Why Lower Greenville? 
Known for its diversity and great restaurants, Lower Greenville is also 
known for its forward-thinking and community-minded neighbors.  
thinking differently about food means considering all of the 
resources it takes to grow then transport the food, and protecting 
those resources by making sure unused food does not go to waste.

Kim Shultz 
eSS iV program manager

New principal 
robert e. Lee elementary greets a new principal this year. Bridget 
ransom, a 19-year diSd veteran, has served as a teacher and 
campus administrator. welcome, ms ransom!

Slices for Supplies 
in august, Greenville avenue pizza company (Gapc) hosted their 
second annual “Slices for Supplies” event. customers that brought 
at least one school supply item received one free slice of pizza 
with one additional topping. this year Gapc collected four large 
boxes of supplies. the supplies go directly to the teachers at diSd’s 
ignacio Zaragoza elementary. in addition, Gapc raised $550, 
thanks to generous customers, hG Sply co, Blind Butcher, and 
Nandina’s. Good work, Gapc! 

Stonewall carnival 
Stonewall Jackson’s fall carnival is scheduled for Saturday, October 
18, from 1:00 – 5:00pm. admission is free, and guests may purchase 
tickets for games, rides and food.  

Lee carnival
robert e. Lee’s fall carnival will be on Saturday, November 8, 
from 11:00am-4:00pm. the event will feature food, games, and 
superheroes. you can buy a $20 wristband to play all games.

Stonewall Gardens
in September Stonewall Gardens announced the retirement of 
the garden’s founder and long-time instructor mark painter. (Go 
to LGNa.net to see the Nov/dec 2010 newsletter article on mark.) 
Stonewall Gardens is the hands-on science program at Stonewall 
Jackson elementary. everyone wishes mark well on his retirement. 
New plans for the gardens will be announced soon.

SCHOOL NEWSSCHOOL NEWS

Find out what’s going on.  
Like us on FaceBOOK

can you provide six hours a year  
for your neighborhood? 

we are in need of volunteers who deliver newsletters to 
residences on one street (4-5 blocks) only six times a year. 
it takes an hour or less to do one street. you’ll be helping to 
assure that everyone gets our newsletter and maybe get a 
little exercise. 

For more information, contact david Jones  
at 214-821-8954 or atl1ddj@sbcglobal.net




