
One of the benefits of living in LGNA is the wealth of stores/shops 
that “surround” your neighborhood. Skillman, Mockingbird, Ross, 
and of course Greenville provide many choices of goods and 
services that are very convenient to procure. Trips to these stores 
are usually quick and easy. 

Sometimes that convenience leads to a false sense of security. After 
all, these are neighborhood stores. You don’t expect the same type 
of incidents as you would at the “big box” locations or the large 
shopping malls, and for the most part, that is true. However, one 
crime is one too many, and unfortunately the precautions taken at 
the mall are forgotten. 

Lock your car (with the windows all the way up), park in a well-lit 
area, be aware of your surroundings, be conscious of suspicious 
activity, and don’t leave items of value visible are all crime 
prevention recommendations that should apply everywhere you 
shop. 

If there is video surveillance available, park within view if you are 
able. Recognize that some parking locations are more susceptible 
to solicitors than others and try to park in areas that are uncomfort-
able for the solicitor to “hang out” in. 

Shopping at local businesses is a good thing. We want that shopping 
experience to be a safe one.  

KEITH ALLEN—DALLAS POLICE
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CRIME WATCH uPDATE

CRIMINALS POSING AS ATMOS EMPLOYEES  

DARREN DATTALO,  
CRIME WATCH COORDINATOR

Anyone who knows me will tell you that I have two mantras when it 
comes to crime prevention. The first is “Don’t park on the street; it’s 
an easy target for car break-ins.” My second mantra is “Know your 
neighbors.” 

One of the best things about living in our neighborhood is the great 
relationships we have with our neighbors which leads us to want to 
help them out. Sometimes this can backfire. 

In December a couple of bad guys posing as Atmos workers 
approached a resident. They convinced him to allow them down 
his driveway to access the neighbor’s backyard. Once there,              
they made off with his air conditioner. So a kind gesture ended up 
in a burglary. 

It doesn’t help matters that Atmos sends its employees out without 
uniforms and frequently without even identification which makes 
them easy to impersonate. More than a few times, I’ve received 
complaints from neighbors about Atmos employees coming onto 

their property without any easily recognizable identification. Some of 
these may be legitimate, others not. Fortunately, we’ve had no other 
reports of such a scam since this one. 

But be cautious! If any type of vendor or worker asks for help 
in accessing your neighbor’s property, tell them you need to                
contact the neighbor first. If they make for the hills, you probably 
stopped a crime. 

One great way to make sure you have your neighbor’s number is to 
print out the “Know Your Neighbor” contact sheet from the LGNA 
website – www.LGNA.net. It’s located under Crime Watch/useful 
Forms. This contact sheet  allows you to fill out the name, address 
and contact numbers for the houses around yours. It’s a great cheat 
sheet to keep handy! 

If you are not on our email list,  
please drop me a note at CcrimeWatch@LGNA.net to receive 
monthly reports on all the crime incidents in our neighborhood. 
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MOCKINGBIRD TO ROSS  /  GREENVILLE TO SKILLMAN
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UPCOMING EVENT

BULK TRASH DATE
 PICK UP: Feb. 9-13      
EARLIEST SET-OUT: Feb. 5  

 PICK UP: March 9-13 
EARLIEST SET-OUT: March 5

 PICK UP: April 13-17  
EARLIEST SET-OUT: April 9 
Remember: The city has a zero  
tolerance for placing trash out  
prior to the earliest set-out date. 
Don’t get stuck with a fine for  
missing the date.

LOG ON TO  
LGNA.NET    
for information 
and updates.

 WHEN Tuesday Feb 24   
  6:30pm 

 WHERE Matt’s Rancho  
  Martinez,  
  1904 Skillman

 WHAT Living with Wildlife

HOW TO BE SAFE IN AN EARTHquAKE

Find out what’s going on.  
Like us on FACEBOOK

(CONTINuED  INSIDE)

Many of you may have seen the recent cover article in the 
Advocate Magazine that articulates concerns about the fate of 
the historic Lakewood Theater built in the Streamline Moderne 
style. Recently leaders of eight surrounding neighborhood groups, 
including the Lower Greenville Neighborhood Association, met to 
discuss the possibility of preserving such an historic structure.

Joanna Hampton, the president of the Swiss Ave Historic District 
Association and David Preziosi of Preservation Dallas met on 
December 30 with the owners of the theatre. Several efforts are 
being made to continue meeting with the owners and to offers 
options for working with them to get the theatre designated as an 
historical landmark.  

If you’d like to be involved in efforts to preserve the theatre, contact 
Director1@LGNA.net, and we’ll put you in touch with the group of 
folks who are doing the work.  

Preservation activist and author Virginia McAllester commented 
on the long history of cooperation between the neighborhoods 
surrounding this historic retail area and the owners of property in 
the Lakewood Shopping Center which resulted in formation of the 
Lakewood Special Purpose District, established in 1988.

“There are many examples,” she said, “Of our Old East Dallas 
neighborhoods and the center’s business interests joining together 
to save this early suburban shopping center:” In the mid-1970s 
the Historic Preservation League (today Preservation Dallas) 
successfully saved the former Lakewood Library building which 
was going to be replaced by a Pizza Hut. In the early 1980’s, when 
the city’s thoroughfare plan was to widen both Gaston Avenue 
and Abrams to six lane streets, our neighborhoods joined with 
Lakewood’s owners and merchants to look at alternatives to this 
street plan. They devised an alternative plan that would carry the 
traffic around the center and add additional parking. The result 
was the Abrams Bypass and added parking for the center along 
what was Abrams Road at the time.

“Neighbors and center landowners worked together to fund 
the Abrams Bypass by placing it on the city bond program and 
helping to pass this program. Following that successful public 
works project, the ordinance establishing the Lakewood Special 
Purpose District (PD 281) was approved and has been the basis of 
all decisions made about the area since that time.“   

The district was established to provide “a means of conserving 
the area’s distinctive atmosphere or character enhancing its 
significant or cultural attributes.” Changes to the plan were made 
in 2000 and 2006 to enhance the viability of the center.

Now, in 2015, the neighborhoods, under the umbrella of the 
Old East Dallas Associations of Neighborhoods, are working 
to find viable solutions to assist in saving the beacon of the 
Lakewood Special Purpose District, the Lakewood Theater. At 
present the organizations are: Preservation Dallas, Junius Heights 
Historic District, Swiss Avenue Historic District, Lakewood Heights 
Neighborhood Association, Edgemont Park Conservation District, 
Munger Place Historic District, Peak’s Addition Neighborhood 
Association, Abrams Brookside Neighborhood Association and 
Lower Greenville Neighborhood Association. 

LIVING WITH WILDLIFE
You’ve probably seen them. 
You’ve probably talked with your 
neighbors about them.  You’ve 
probably wished they would  
go away.

We have new neighbors in our 
urban neighborhoods – four-legged ones. Coyotes in the alley, 
raccoon in the chimney, opossums in the crawlspace. They’ve 
joined the rats in the attic and squirrels on the fences and utilities 
lines. Where do they live? How dangerous are they to our pets 
and kids? How do we tell them to go away?

Learn how to solve and prevent problems with urban wildlife. 
Hard facts and useful information will be presented by Bonnie 
Bradshaw, president of 911 Wildlife, the wildlife-control company 
contracted by the City of Dallas since 2012 to address citizens’ 
wildlife concerns.

Join us at Matt’s Rancho Martinez, 1904 Skillman, on Tuesday, 
February 24 at 6:30. In case the parking spaces in front of the 
restaurant are filled, there is free parking in the rear of the building. 
Make plans to stay for dinner and enjoy their wonderful cuisine. 

LAKEWOOD THEATER

This design of the landmark Lakewood Theater was 
created by Lakewood Hills resident Walter Soza. Prints 
are available for purchase at sozadesigns.com. 

Hold earthquake drills with your family members: Drop, cover and hold on! 

• DROP to your hands and knees.

• COVER your head and neck with your arms and only move if you need to get  
 away from the danger of falling objects.

• HOLD ON to any sturdy shelter until the shaking stops.

Hopefully, earthquake-safety information won’t be necessary, but we’ve had a few tremor 
scares. It doesn’t hurt to take some steps to protect your family. The City’s Emergency 
Preparedness Office has distributed the following info:



DiD yoU know?DiD yoU know?

The LGNA newsletter now features advertising from 
neighborhood businesses. Our full-color newsletter is 
delivered to 2,700 households in the LGNA area. If you’re 
interested in showcasing your business at a nominal rate, 
contact Advertising@LGNA.net

ADVERTISING IN THE LGNA NEWSLETTER

 

ROOFTOP GARDEN
You’ve probably heard of a rooftop 
garden and maybe even have seen 
one. When you’re at the corner of 
Greenville and McCommas, look 
up at the rooftop of Corner Market. 

Corner Market’s owner, Chuck 
Cole, has taken the term “rooftop 
garden” to a whole new level.  He 
has combined his engineering 
and business knowledge, along 

with his environmentally green attitude, to create quite the operation.  

Besides being home to a compost bin and a bee operation, Chuck gets 
a lot of his ingredients used in his food from a very close source – upstairs.  
Approximately 40 items are grown there, some of this last year’s being 
peppers, zucchini, tomatoes, lettuce, and blueberries.  His crops vary, 
depending on the season.  In addition to the food and herbs grown, 
some of the flowers sold in the market are also grown right upstairs. 

Just exactly how do these items get watered? By the irrigation 
system Chuck has created.  He takes condensation from the a/c 
units and from the refrigeration systems in his store as well as 
recycled rain water.  The water is captured, filtered, and used 
to water the flowers and vegetables.  

Farm to market– 
all within the Lower Greenville neighborhood.

FATAL ACCIDENT ON MATILDA
It’s been a long time since we had a traffic fatality in our 
neighborhood. But on January 11th, just after the Cowboys 
game, a motorcyclist traveling down Matilda was struck 
by a woman driving an SuV attempting to cross Matilda. 
The roads were slick from rain and the motorcyclist was not 
wearing a helmet. Adam James Woodard, a 30 year old  
man from quinlan died in the accident. Neighbors gathered 
at the gruesome scene and a few days later a wreath 
appeared at the intersection. We see far more accidents on 
Matilda than either Greenville or Skillman. Perhaps it’s because 
we see it as a slower, less busy street that we take more chances 
when crossing it. But in reality, drivers on Matilda are usually 
driving faster than Greenville and approximately the same speed 
as Skillman. For your sake and that of neighbors, please keep your 
speed down on Matilda and when crossing, be sure that you have 
plenty of room to clear the intersection. It boggles the mind that it is 
perfectly legal to drive a motorcycle without a helmet down Central 
Expressway, yet it is illegal to ride a bike at the lake without one. If you 
choose to ride a motorcycle or a scooter, PLEASE wear a helmet. 

SHOW YOuR SuPPORT AND JOIN NOW!

Please print clearly! Email addresses are required to receive neighborhood alerts. Personal information is not shared with any outside group 
or used for any other purpose. Receipts will be furnished upon request. Checks for LGNA membership should be made out to LGNA. For  
Extended Neighborhood Patrol membership, checks should be made out to LGNA-ENP. Please provide separate checks if possible. 
Mail this form and check payable to LGNA or LGNA-ENP to: PO Box 720067, Dallas, TX 75372 (or bring it to the next LGNA meeting).

!

name:

address:

phone:

cell:

email:

 Please choose all that apply:

n	 Join LGNA ($20/yr, $5 for 65+)

n	 Join Expanded Neighborhood  
 Patrol ($200/yr, $150 for 65+)

n	Add me to the Crime Watch  
 Email List

n	 Please contact me about  
 Volunteering

Pay Pal Now Available: LGNA has made it a little easier for you to become a member. We’ve added PayPal to the 
LGNA website. On the site, you’ll see two buttons, one for regular membership and one for seniors (65+).  If you have a 
PayPal account, you can use that directly. If not, you can skip that step and proceed directly to a credit card processing 
page. LGNA does not receive your credit card information, only the contact information. There is no surcharge added to 
the regular $20 per household membership ($5 for seniors).

Planting Seeds for  
Healthy Neighborhoods 

Winter, a season of rest and rejuvenation. 
Gardens lie dormant under fallen leaves, 
counting on  winter rains to quench  the 

thirsty roots of trees, perennials, spring bulbs 
and sown seeds that will soon burst into 

bloom. 

Gardeners too should embrace the restful 
season of winter and nourish their bodies with 

rest, healthy cool weather greens and root 
vegetables, invigorating walks and laying plans 
for the year ahead. I must admit I am gardening 

less and resting more these days while making 
plans for 2015.  

My goals for 2015 include promoting healthy 
neighborhoods for the City of Dallas. As the 
District 14 appointee to the City of Dallas Senior 
Affairs Commission, my focus is on enhancing and 
expanding senior services so that aging in place 
is possible. In order to accomplish this, each of us 
must participate in promoting and advocating for 
neighborhoods with affordable housing, parks, 
recreation centers, walking and biking paths, 
libraries and opportunities for socialization for all 
age groups.  

Working with LGNA and other neighborhood 
associations I will share ideas and 
sow the seeds for growing 
healthy neighborhoods.

Send your gardening questions to Sara 
by email at: DigThis@LGNA.net

sara wick

Thanksgiving Feast
More than a hundred neighbors and several Dallas Police  
officers attended the annual community Thanksgiving dinner 
sponsored by area churches and neighborhood associations on 
November 25. Three neighborhood associations – Lower Greenville, 
Wilshire Heights, and Lakewood Heights – provided hams and 
paper- and plastic-ware. The churches provided turkeys and drinks, 
and neighbors brought a large array of side dishes and desserts.

Fire Station Goodies
On December 13 area residents responded to the annual call 
to donate goodies to the fire fighters at Station 17. Area residents 
brought enough thank-you goodies – homemade treats, games, 
gift cards, fruit, chips, salsa, and more – to fill two large cartons with 
good wishes for the three shifts of firefighters at Dallas Fire Rescue 
Station 17. 

Toys for Cops
Residents stepped up to donate approximately 125 gently used 
stuffed toys to DPD’s Central Patrol. DPD patrol officers carry toys to 
give to children in distressing situations. Chief Gary Tittle told us that 
they would share the toys with public-safety programs at Jubilee 
Park. LGNA will again collect toys in July. A win-win situation that 
clears your house of clutter while comforting children.

Tietze Shred
Friends of Tietze Park Foundation will sponsor their 8th annual 
fundraiser, Tietze-Shred, on Saturday, March 21st  from 9:00-1:00 in 
Skillman Church of Christ’s parking lot. Once again Iron Mountain, a 
global leader in information management, has stepped up to shred 
your sensitive documents on-site.  Prices unchanged -- $7 for the first 
30 lbs., $5 for each additional 30 lbs.  Seniors (65+) -- $5 per each 
30 lbs. Thanks to your generosity, each year this event has been an 
even greater success than the year before! Find out what’s going on.  

Like us on FACEBOOK

Lee has tremendous academic programs coupled with being 
located in a great neighborhood, which equates to a top-tier 
elementary school.  The school currently boasts a two-way dual-
language program, Talented and Gifted (TAG) curriculum, an 
award-winning organic garden and is currently in the process of 
applying for International Baccalaureate designation.  

This past year, Lee introduced a new principal, Ms. Bridget 
Ransom, who has an awe-inspiring vision for the school. Lee’s 
parents and other individuals from the community are sponsoring 
the Lee Elementary Campaign for Excellence to support three 
initiatives: the Lee PTA,  Friends of Lee, and  Project Refresh. 

The Lee PTA develops connections between parents, students, 
and staff with flexible funding that could be used for teacher 
and student appreciation events, immediate school needs, and 
field trips. Friends of Lee is designated for school Academics, 
including International Baccalaureate fees, teacher training, 
classroom technology upgrades, and implementing the science 
lab.  Project Refresh is designated to fund significant capital 
improvements to the grounds of the school such as a new 
basketball court, soccer field, beautifications along Matilda, 
outdoor classrooms, sunshades for playground equipment, and 
an expanded garden. These options allow residents to support 
one of our local community elementary schools by investing in 
the future of our neighborhood. 

Contact Staci Howie, a new kindergarten parent, at  
StaciHowie@gmail.com to support the Lee PTA. To 
support the Fr iends of Lee or Project Refresh, go to  
woodrowfoundation.org/donate/ and select the applicable 
designation. For more information on Project Refresh including 
renderings please send an email to Adam Miller, parent of a three 
year old, at projectrefreshrel@gmail.com or like us on Facebook  
at Facebook.com/ProjectreFreshRel. All donations to the three 
initiatives are 100% tax-deductible as allowed by the IRS.

Be a part of the campaign by investing in the future of our 
neighborhood kids.

Adam Miller

EXCITING THINGS  
HAPPENING AT  

LEE ELEMENTARY New Throne for Your Home
As part of its water-conservation plan, the City of Dallas Water 
utilities now offers its customers free high-efficiency toilets that 
help reduce water consumption. Call 214-670-3155 to have an 
application mailed to you, or go to SaveDallasWater.com  
and click on “New Throne for Your Home” on the left side of  
the page. 

Find out if you qualify for up to two toilets that ensure great 
performance and reduce water consumption. A rebate option is 
also available for up to $90 per toilet (excluding taxes). Customers 
are responsible for picking up the toilets, having them installed, 
and disposing of the old toilets so they are not reused. 

St. Patrick’s Alert
The annual St. Patrick’s events are scheduled for Saturday,  
March 14. For information on volunteering for sign-construction  
and posting, contact Director1@LGNA.net.

theblindbutcher.com 

1919 Greenville Ave
Dallas, TX 75206

HOW TO BE SAFE IN 
AN EARTHquAKE (CONTINuED)

Remember these Do’s and Don’ts  
during an earthquake:

• DO stay away from glass, windows, outside doors  
  and walls.

• DO NOT get in a doorway. Doorways are not   
  recommended safe places in an earthquake.   
  It’s difficult to stay in the doorway during the shaking,  
  and the door often causes injury when it swings open  
  and closed during shaking. 

• DO stay inside until the shaking stops.

• DO NOT use elevators.

• If outside, DO move away from buildings, streetlights,  
 and utility wires.

Go to LGNA.net for more information on how to  
prepare for and respond to an earthquake.

Can you provide six hours a year  
for your neighborhood? 

We are in need of volunteers who deliver newsletters to 
residences on one street (4-5 blocks) only six times a year. 
It takes an hour or less to do one street. You’ll be helping 
to assure that everyone gets our newsletter and maybe 
get a little exercise. 

For more information, contact David Jones  
at 214-300-1894 or atl1ddj@sbcglobal.net

Darren Dattalo



One of the benefits of living in LGNA is the wealth of stores/shops 
that “surround” your neighborhood. Skillman, Mockingbird, Ross, 
and of course Greenville provide many choices of goods and 
services that are very convenient to procure. Trips to these stores 
are usually quick and easy. 

Sometimes that convenience leads to a false sense of security. After 
all, these are neighborhood stores. You don’t expect the same type 
of incidents as you would at the “big box” locations or the large 
shopping malls, and for the most part, that is true. However, one 
crime is one too many, and unfortunately the precautions taken at 
the mall are forgotten. 

Lock your car (with the windows all the way up), park in a well-lit 
area, be aware of your surroundings, be conscious of suspicious 
activity, and don’t leave items of value visible are all crime 
prevention recommendations that should apply everywhere you 
shop. 

If there is video surveillance available, park within view if you are 
able. Recognize that some parking locations are more susceptible 
to solicitors than others and try to park in areas that are uncomfort-
able for the solicitor to “hang out” in. 

Shopping at local businesses is a good thing. We want that shopping 
experience to be a safe one.  

KEITH ALLEN—DALLAS POLICE
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CRIME WATCH uPDATE

CRIMINALS POSING AS ATMOS EMPLOYEES  

DARREN DATTALO,  
CRIME WATCH COORDINATOR

Anyone who knows me will tell you that I have two mantras when it 
comes to crime prevention. The first is “Don’t park on the street; it’s 
an easy target for car break-ins.” My second mantra is “Know your 
neighbors.” 

One of the best things about living in our neighborhood is the great 
relationships we have with our neighbors which leads us to want to 
help them out. Sometimes this can backfire. 

In December a couple of bad guys posing as Atmos workers 
approached a resident. They convinced him to allow them down 
his driveway to access the neighbor’s backyard. Once there,              
they made off with his air conditioner. So a kind gesture ended up 
in a burglary. 

It doesn’t help matters that Atmos sends its employees out without 
uniforms and frequently without even identification which makes 
them easy to impersonate. More than a few times, I’ve received 
complaints from neighbors about Atmos employees coming onto 

their property without any easily recognizable identification. Some of 
these may be legitimate, others not. Fortunately, we’ve had no other 
reports of such a scam since this one. 

But be cautious! If any type of vendor or worker asks for help 
in accessing your neighbor’s property, tell them you need to                
contact the neighbor first. If they make for the hills, you probably 
stopped a crime. 

One great way to make sure you have your neighbor’s number is to 
print out the “Know Your Neighbor” contact sheet from the LGNA 
website – www.LGNA.net. It’s located under Crime Watch/useful 
Forms. This contact sheet  allows you to fill out the name, address 
and contact numbers for the houses around yours. It’s a great cheat 
sheet to keep handy! 

If you are not on our email list,  
please drop me a note at CcrimeWatch@LGNA.net to receive 
monthly reports on all the crime incidents in our neighborhood. 

LGNA LOWER

GREENVILLE

NEIGHBORHOOD 

ASSOCIATION

MOCKINGBIRD TO ROSS  /  GREENVILLE TO SKILLMAN
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Patricia Carr | PRESIDENT 
214-821-2562

Gay Hopkins | VICE PRESIDENT 
214-827-4559

Pam Mueller | VICE PRESIDENT 
214-821-1554

Debbie Daniel | TREASURER 
214-821-0747

John Dailey | SECRETARY 
214-821-6324

 DIRECTORS

 Andrea Brashier  214-384-4605

 Lilia Estrada 214-874-3259

 Michelle Foreman 214-394-2487

 David Jones 214-300-1894

   Ken Lampton 214-502-5858

 Alan Schonborn 214-823-4057

USEFUL NUMBERS

Darren Dattalo | CRIME WATCH 
214-476-8023 

Council Member Philip Kingston 
214-670-5415

DPD Officer Keith Allen 
214-671-3477

Sanitation / Bulk Trash 
214-670-3555

Code Compliance 
 214-670-5708

Animal Services Call 311

JANUARY • FEBURARY 2015 

 P.O. BOX 720067• DALLAS, TX  75372

UPCOMING EVENT

BULK TRASH DATE
 PICK UP: Feb. 9-13      
EARLIEST SET-OUT: Feb. 5  

 PICK UP: March 9-13 
EARLIEST SET-OUT: March 5

 PICK UP: April 13-17  
EARLIEST SET-OUT: April 9 
Remember: The city has a zero  
tolerance for placing trash out  
prior to the earliest set-out date. 
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 WHEN Tuesday Feb 24   
  6:30pm 

 WHERE Matt’s Rancho  
  Martinez,  
  1904 Skillman

 WHAT Living with Wildlife

HOW TO BE SAFE IN AN EARTHquAKE

Find out what’s going on.  
Like us on FACEBOOK

(CONTINuED  INSIDE)

Many of you may have seen the recent cover article in the 
Advocate Magazine that articulates concerns about the fate of 
the historic Lakewood Theater built in the Streamline Moderne 
style. Recently leaders of eight surrounding neighborhood groups, 
including the Lower Greenville Neighborhood Association, met to 
discuss the possibility of preserving such an historic structure.

Joanna Hampton, the president of the Swiss Ave Historic District 
Association and David Preziosi of Preservation Dallas met on 
December 30 with the owners of the theatre. Several efforts are 
being made to continue meeting with the owners and to offers 
options for working with them to get the theatre designated as an 
historical landmark.  

If you’d like to be involved in efforts to preserve the theatre, contact 
Director1@LGNA.net, and we’ll put you in touch with the group of 
folks who are doing the work.  

Preservation activist and author Virginia McAllester commented 
on the long history of cooperation between the neighborhoods 
surrounding this historic retail area and the owners of property in 
the Lakewood Shopping Center which resulted in formation of the 
Lakewood Special Purpose District, established in 1988.

“There are many examples,” she said, “Of our Old East Dallas 
neighborhoods and the center’s business interests joining together 
to save this early suburban shopping center:” In the mid-1970s 
the Historic Preservation League (today Preservation Dallas) 
successfully saved the former Lakewood Library building which 
was going to be replaced by a Pizza Hut. In the early 1980’s, when 
the city’s thoroughfare plan was to widen both Gaston Avenue 
and Abrams to six lane streets, our neighborhoods joined with 
Lakewood’s owners and merchants to look at alternatives to this 
street plan. They devised an alternative plan that would carry the 
traffic around the center and add additional parking. The result 
was the Abrams Bypass and added parking for the center along 
what was Abrams Road at the time.

“Neighbors and center landowners worked together to fund 
the Abrams Bypass by placing it on the city bond program and 
helping to pass this program. Following that successful public 
works project, the ordinance establishing the Lakewood Special 
Purpose District (PD 281) was approved and has been the basis of 
all decisions made about the area since that time.“   

The district was established to provide “a means of conserving 
the area’s distinctive atmosphere or character enhancing its 
significant or cultural attributes.” Changes to the plan were made 
in 2000 and 2006 to enhance the viability of the center.

Now, in 2015, the neighborhoods, under the umbrella of the 
Old East Dallas Associations of Neighborhoods, are working 
to find viable solutions to assist in saving the beacon of the 
Lakewood Special Purpose District, the Lakewood Theater. At 
present the organizations are: Preservation Dallas, Junius Heights 
Historic District, Swiss Avenue Historic District, Lakewood Heights 
Neighborhood Association, Edgemont Park Conservation District, 
Munger Place Historic District, Peak’s Addition Neighborhood 
Association, Abrams Brookside Neighborhood Association and 
Lower Greenville Neighborhood Association. 

LIVING WITH WILDLIFE
You’ve probably seen them. 
You’ve probably talked with your 
neighbors about them.  You’ve 
probably wished they would  
go away.

We have new neighbors in our 
urban neighborhoods – four-legged ones. Coyotes in the alley, 
raccoon in the chimney, opossums in the crawlspace. They’ve 
joined the rats in the attic and squirrels on the fences and utilities 
lines. Where do they live? How dangerous are they to our pets 
and kids? How do we tell them to go away?

Learn how to solve and prevent problems with urban wildlife. 
Hard facts and useful information will be presented by Bonnie 
Bradshaw, president of 911 Wildlife, the wildlife-control company 
contracted by the City of Dallas since 2012 to address citizens’ 
wildlife concerns.

Join us at Matt’s Rancho Martinez, 1904 Skillman, on Tuesday, 
February 24 at 6:30. In case the parking spaces in front of the 
restaurant are filled, there is free parking in the rear of the building. 
Make plans to stay for dinner and enjoy their wonderful cuisine. 

LAKEWOOD THEATER

This design of the landmark Lakewood Theater was 
created by Lakewood Hills resident Walter Soza. Prints 
are available for purchase at sozadesigns.com. 

Hold earthquake drills with your family members: Drop, cover and hold on! 

• DROP to your hands and knees.

• COVER your head and neck with your arms and only move if you need to get  
 away from the danger of falling objects.

• HOLD ON to any sturdy shelter until the shaking stops.

Hopefully, earthquake-safety information won’t be necessary, but we’ve had a few tremor 
scares. It doesn’t hurt to take some steps to protect your family. The City’s Emergency 
Preparedness Office has distributed the following info:



DiD yoU know?DiD yoU know?

The LGNA newsletter now features advertising from 
neighborhood businesses. Our full-color newsletter is 
delivered to 2,700 households in the LGNA area. If you’re 
interested in showcasing your business at a nominal rate, 
contact Advertising@LGNA.net

ADVERTISING IN THE LGNA NEWSLETTER

 

ROOFTOP GARDEN
You’ve probably heard of a rooftop 
garden and maybe even have seen 
one. When you’re at the corner of 
Greenville and McCommas, look 
up at the rooftop of Corner Market. 

Corner Market’s owner, Chuck 
Cole, has taken the term “rooftop 
garden” to a whole new level.  He 
has combined his engineering 
and business knowledge, along 

with his environmentally green attitude, to create quite the operation.  

Besides being home to a compost bin and a bee operation, Chuck gets 
a lot of his ingredients used in his food from a very close source – upstairs.  
Approximately 40 items are grown there, some of this last year’s being 
peppers, zucchini, tomatoes, lettuce, and blueberries.  His crops vary, 
depending on the season.  In addition to the food and herbs grown, 
some of the flowers sold in the market are also grown right upstairs. 

Just exactly how do these items get watered? By the irrigation 
system Chuck has created.  He takes condensation from the a/c 
units and from the refrigeration systems in his store as well as 
recycled rain water.  The water is captured, filtered, and used 
to water the flowers and vegetables.  

Farm to market– 
all within the Lower Greenville neighborhood.

FATAL ACCIDENT ON MATILDA
It’s been a long time since we had a traffic fatality in our 
neighborhood. But on January 11th, just after the Cowboys 
game, a motorcyclist traveling down Matilda was struck 
by a woman driving an SuV attempting to cross Matilda. 
The roads were slick from rain and the motorcyclist was not 
wearing a helmet. Adam James Woodard, a 30 year old  
man from quinlan died in the accident. Neighbors gathered 
at the gruesome scene and a few days later a wreath 
appeared at the intersection. We see far more accidents on 
Matilda than either Greenville or Skillman. Perhaps it’s because 
we see it as a slower, less busy street that we take more chances 
when crossing it. But in reality, drivers on Matilda are usually 
driving faster than Greenville and approximately the same speed 
as Skillman. For your sake and that of neighbors, please keep your 
speed down on Matilda and when crossing, be sure that you have 
plenty of room to clear the intersection. It boggles the mind that it is 
perfectly legal to drive a motorcycle without a helmet down Central 
Expressway, yet it is illegal to ride a bike at the lake without one. If you 
choose to ride a motorcycle or a scooter, PLEASE wear a helmet. 

SHOW YOuR SuPPORT AND JOIN NOW!

Please print clearly! Email addresses are required to receive neighborhood alerts. Personal information is not shared with any outside group 
or used for any other purpose. Receipts will be furnished upon request. Checks for LGNA membership should be made out to LGNA. For  
Extended Neighborhood Patrol membership, checks should be made out to LGNA-ENP. Please provide separate checks if possible. 
Mail this form and check payable to LGNA or LGNA-ENP to: PO Box 720067, Dallas, TX 75372 (or bring it to the next LGNA meeting).
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name:

address:

phone:

cell:

email:

 Please choose all that apply:

n	 Join LGNA ($20/yr, $5 for 65+)

n	 Join Expanded Neighborhood  
 Patrol ($200/yr, $150 for 65+)

n	Add me to the Crime Watch  
 Email List

n	 Please contact me about  
 Volunteering

Pay Pal Now Available: LGNA has made it a little easier for you to become a member. We’ve added PayPal to the 
LGNA website. On the site, you’ll see two buttons, one for regular membership and one for seniors (65+).  If you have a 
PayPal account, you can use that directly. If not, you can skip that step and proceed directly to a credit card processing 
page. LGNA does not receive your credit card information, only the contact information. There is no surcharge added to 
the regular $20 per household membership ($5 for seniors).

Planting Seeds for  
Healthy Neighborhoods 

Winter, a season of rest and rejuvenation. 
Gardens lie dormant under fallen leaves, 
counting on  winter rains to quench  the 

thirsty roots of trees, perennials, spring bulbs 
and sown seeds that will soon burst into 

bloom. 

Gardeners too should embrace the restful 
season of winter and nourish their bodies with 

rest, healthy cool weather greens and root 
vegetables, invigorating walks and laying plans 
for the year ahead. I must admit I am gardening 

less and resting more these days while making 
plans for 2015.  

My goals for 2015 include promoting healthy 
neighborhoods for the City of Dallas. As the 
District 14 appointee to the City of Dallas Senior 
Affairs Commission, my focus is on enhancing and 
expanding senior services so that aging in place 
is possible. In order to accomplish this, each of us 
must participate in promoting and advocating for 
neighborhoods with affordable housing, parks, 
recreation centers, walking and biking paths, 
libraries and opportunities for socialization for all 
age groups.  

Working with LGNA and other neighborhood 
associations I will share ideas and 
sow the seeds for growing 
healthy neighborhoods.

Send your gardening questions to Sara 
by email at: DigThis@LGNA.net

sara wick

Thanksgiving Feast
More than a hundred neighbors and several Dallas Police  
officers attended the annual community Thanksgiving dinner 
sponsored by area churches and neighborhood associations on 
November 25. Three neighborhood associations – Lower Greenville, 
Wilshire Heights, and Lakewood Heights – provided hams and 
paper- and plastic-ware. The churches provided turkeys and drinks, 
and neighbors brought a large array of side dishes and desserts.

Fire Station Goodies
On December 13 area residents responded to the annual call 
to donate goodies to the fire fighters at Station 17. Area residents 
brought enough thank-you goodies – homemade treats, games, 
gift cards, fruit, chips, salsa, and more – to fill two large cartons with 
good wishes for the three shifts of firefighters at Dallas Fire Rescue 
Station 17. 

Toys for Cops
Residents stepped up to donate approximately 125 gently used 
stuffed toys to DPD’s Central Patrol. DPD patrol officers carry toys to 
give to children in distressing situations. Chief Gary Tittle told us that 
they would share the toys with public-safety programs at Jubilee 
Park. LGNA will again collect toys in July. A win-win situation that 
clears your house of clutter while comforting children.

Tietze Shred
Friends of Tietze Park Foundation will sponsor their 8th annual 
fundraiser, Tietze-Shred, on Saturday, March 21st  from 9:00-1:00 in 
Skillman Church of Christ’s parking lot. Once again Iron Mountain, a 
global leader in information management, has stepped up to shred 
your sensitive documents on-site.  Prices unchanged -- $7 for the first 
30 lbs., $5 for each additional 30 lbs.  Seniors (65+) -- $5 per each 
30 lbs. Thanks to your generosity, each year this event has been an 
even greater success than the year before! Find out what’s going on.  

Like us on FACEBOOK

Lee has tremendous academic programs coupled with being 
located in a great neighborhood, which equates to a top-tier 
elementary school.  The school currently boasts a two-way dual-
language program, Talented and Gifted (TAG) curriculum, an 
award-winning organic garden and is currently in the process of 
applying for International Baccalaureate designation.  

This past year, Lee introduced a new principal, Ms. Bridget 
Ransom, who has an awe-inspiring vision for the school. Lee’s 
parents and other individuals from the community are sponsoring 
the Lee Elementary Campaign for Excellence to support three 
initiatives: the Lee PTA,  Friends of Lee, and  Project Refresh. 

The Lee PTA develops connections between parents, students, 
and staff with flexible funding that could be used for teacher 
and student appreciation events, immediate school needs, and 
field trips. Friends of Lee is designated for school Academics, 
including International Baccalaureate fees, teacher training, 
classroom technology upgrades, and implementing the science 
lab.  Project Refresh is designated to fund significant capital 
improvements to the grounds of the school such as a new 
basketball court, soccer field, beautifications along Matilda, 
outdoor classrooms, sunshades for playground equipment, and 
an expanded garden. These options allow residents to support 
one of our local community elementary schools by investing in 
the future of our neighborhood. 

Contact Staci Howie, a new kindergarten parent, at  
StaciHowie@gmail.com to support the Lee PTA. To 
support the Fr iends of Lee or Project Refresh, go to  
woodrowfoundation.org/donate/ and select the applicable 
designation. For more information on Project Refresh including 
renderings please send an email to Adam Miller, parent of a three 
year old, at projectrefreshrel@gmail.com or like us on Facebook  
at Facebook.com/ProjectreFreshRel. All donations to the three 
initiatives are 100% tax-deductible as allowed by the IRS.

Be a part of the campaign by investing in the future of our 
neighborhood kids.

Adam Miller

EXCITING THINGS  
HAPPENING AT  

LEE ELEMENTARY New Throne for Your Home
As part of its water-conservation plan, the City of Dallas Water 
utilities now offers its customers free high-efficiency toilets that 
help reduce water consumption. Call 214-670-3155 to have an 
application mailed to you, or go to SaveDallasWater.com  
and click on “New Throne for Your Home” on the left side of  
the page. 

Find out if you qualify for up to two toilets that ensure great 
performance and reduce water consumption. A rebate option is 
also available for up to $90 per toilet (excluding taxes). Customers 
are responsible for picking up the toilets, having them installed, 
and disposing of the old toilets so they are not reused. 

St. Patrick’s Alert
The annual St. Patrick’s events are scheduled for Saturday,  
March 14. For information on volunteering for sign-construction  
and posting, contact Director1@LGNA.net.

theblindbutcher.com 

1919 Greenville Ave
Dallas, TX 75206

HOW TO BE SAFE IN 
AN EARTHquAKE (CONTINuED)

Remember these Do’s and Don’ts  
during an earthquake:

• DO stay away from glass, windows, outside doors  
  and walls.

• DO NOT get in a doorway. Doorways are not   
  recommended safe places in an earthquake.   
  It’s difficult to stay in the doorway during the shaking,  
  and the door often causes injury when it swings open  
  and closed during shaking. 

• DO stay inside until the shaking stops.

• DO NOT use elevators.

• If outside, DO move away from buildings, streetlights,  
 and utility wires.

Go to LGNA.net for more information on how to  
prepare for and respond to an earthquake.

Can you provide six hours a year  
for your neighborhood? 

We are in need of volunteers who deliver newsletters to 
residences on one street (4-5 blocks) only six times a year. 
It takes an hour or less to do one street. You’ll be helping 
to assure that everyone gets our newsletter and maybe 
get a little exercise. 

For more information, contact David Jones  
at 214-300-1894 or atl1ddj@sbcglobal.net

Darren Dattalo



DiD yoU know?DiD yoU know?

The LGNA newsletter now features advertising from 
neighborhood businesses. Our full-color newsletter is 
delivered to 2,700 households in the LGNA area. If you’re 
interested in showcasing your business at a nominal rate, 
contact Advertising@LGNA.net

ADVERTISING IN THE LGNA NEWSLETTER

 

ROOFTOP GARDEN
You’ve probably heard of a rooftop 
garden and maybe even have seen 
one. When you’re at the corner of 
Greenville and McCommas, look 
up at the rooftop of Corner Market. 

Corner Market’s owner, Chuck 
Cole, has taken the term “rooftop 
garden” to a whole new level.  He 
has combined his engineering 
and business knowledge, along 

with his environmentally green attitude, to create quite the operation.  

Besides being home to a compost bin and a bee operation, Chuck gets 
a lot of his ingredients used in his food from a very close source – upstairs.  
Approximately 40 items are grown there, some of this last year’s being 
peppers, zucchini, tomatoes, lettuce, and blueberries.  His crops vary, 
depending on the season.  In addition to the food and herbs grown, 
some of the flowers sold in the market are also grown right upstairs. 

Just exactly how do these items get watered? By the irrigation 
system Chuck has created.  He takes condensation from the a/c 
units and from the refrigeration systems in his store as well as 
recycled rain water.  The water is captured, filtered, and used 
to water the flowers and vegetables.  

Farm to market– 
all within the Lower Greenville neighborhood.

FATAL ACCIDENT ON MATILDA
It’s been a long time since we had a traffic fatality in our 
neighborhood. But on January 11th, just after the Cowboys 
game, a motorcyclist traveling down Matilda was struck 
by a woman driving an SuV attempting to cross Matilda. 
The roads were slick from rain and the motorcyclist was not 
wearing a helmet. Adam James Woodard, a 30 year old  
man from quinlan died in the accident. Neighbors gathered 
at the gruesome scene and a few days later a wreath 
appeared at the intersection. We see far more accidents on 
Matilda than either Greenville or Skillman. Perhaps it’s because 
we see it as a slower, less busy street that we take more chances 
when crossing it. But in reality, drivers on Matilda are usually 
driving faster than Greenville and approximately the same speed 
as Skillman. For your sake and that of neighbors, please keep your 
speed down on Matilda and when crossing, be sure that you have 
plenty of room to clear the intersection. It boggles the mind that it is 
perfectly legal to drive a motorcycle without a helmet down Central 
Expressway, yet it is illegal to ride a bike at the lake without one. If you 
choose to ride a motorcycle or a scooter, PLEASE wear a helmet. 

SHOW YOuR SuPPORT AND JOIN NOW!

Please print clearly! Email addresses are required to receive neighborhood alerts. Personal information is not shared with any outside group 
or used for any other purpose. Receipts will be furnished upon request. Checks for LGNA membership should be made out to LGNA. For  
Extended Neighborhood Patrol membership, checks should be made out to LGNA-ENP. Please provide separate checks if possible. 
Mail this form and check payable to LGNA or LGNA-ENP to: PO Box 720067, Dallas, TX 75372 (or bring it to the next LGNA meeting).
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name:

address:

phone:

cell:

email:

 Please choose all that apply:

n	 Join LGNA ($20/yr, $5 for 65+)

n	 Join Expanded Neighborhood  
 Patrol ($200/yr, $150 for 65+)

n	Add me to the Crime Watch  
 Email List

n	 Please contact me about  
 Volunteering

Pay Pal Now Available: LGNA has made it a little easier for you to become a member. We’ve added PayPal to the 
LGNA website. On the site, you’ll see two buttons, one for regular membership and one for seniors (65+).  If you have a 
PayPal account, you can use that directly. If not, you can skip that step and proceed directly to a credit card processing 
page. LGNA does not receive your credit card information, only the contact information. There is no surcharge added to 
the regular $20 per household membership ($5 for seniors).

Planting Seeds for  
Healthy Neighborhoods 

Winter, a season of rest and rejuvenation. 
Gardens lie dormant under fallen leaves, 
counting on  winter rains to quench  the 

thirsty roots of trees, perennials, spring bulbs 
and sown seeds that will soon burst into 

bloom. 

Gardeners too should embrace the restful 
season of winter and nourish their bodies with 

rest, healthy cool weather greens and root 
vegetables, invigorating walks and laying plans 
for the year ahead. I must admit I am gardening 

less and resting more these days while making 
plans for 2015.  

My goals for 2015 include promoting healthy 
neighborhoods for the City of Dallas. As the 
District 14 appointee to the City of Dallas Senior 
Affairs Commission, my focus is on enhancing and 
expanding senior services so that aging in place 
is possible. In order to accomplish this, each of us 
must participate in promoting and advocating for 
neighborhoods with affordable housing, parks, 
recreation centers, walking and biking paths, 
libraries and opportunities for socialization for all 
age groups.  

Working with LGNA and other neighborhood 
associations I will share ideas and 
sow the seeds for growing 
healthy neighborhoods.

Send your gardening questions to Sara 
by email at: DigThis@LGNA.net

sara wick

Thanksgiving Feast
More than a hundred neighbors and several Dallas Police  
officers attended the annual community Thanksgiving dinner 
sponsored by area churches and neighborhood associations on 
November 25. Three neighborhood associations – Lower Greenville, 
Wilshire Heights, and Lakewood Heights – provided hams and 
paper- and plastic-ware. The churches provided turkeys and drinks, 
and neighbors brought a large array of side dishes and desserts.

Fire Station Goodies
On December 13 area residents responded to the annual call 
to donate goodies to the fire fighters at Station 17. Area residents 
brought enough thank-you goodies – homemade treats, games, 
gift cards, fruit, chips, salsa, and more – to fill two large cartons with 
good wishes for the three shifts of firefighters at Dallas Fire Rescue 
Station 17. 

Toys for Cops
Residents stepped up to donate approximately 125 gently used 
stuffed toys to DPD’s Central Patrol. DPD patrol officers carry toys to 
give to children in distressing situations. Chief Gary Tittle told us that 
they would share the toys with public-safety programs at Jubilee 
Park. LGNA will again collect toys in July. A win-win situation that 
clears your house of clutter while comforting children.

Tietze Shred
Friends of Tietze Park Foundation will sponsor their 8th annual 
fundraiser, Tietze-Shred, on Saturday, March 21st  from 9:00-1:00 in 
Skillman Church of Christ’s parking lot. Once again Iron Mountain, a 
global leader in information management, has stepped up to shred 
your sensitive documents on-site.  Prices unchanged -- $7 for the first 
30 lbs., $5 for each additional 30 lbs.  Seniors (65+) -- $5 per each 
30 lbs. Thanks to your generosity, each year this event has been an 
even greater success than the year before! Find out what’s going on.  

Like us on FACEBOOK

Lee has tremendous academic programs coupled with being 
located in a great neighborhood, which equates to a top-tier 
elementary school.  The school currently boasts a two-way dual-
language program, Talented and Gifted (TAG) curriculum, an 
award-winning organic garden and is currently in the process of 
applying for International Baccalaureate designation.  

This past year, Lee introduced a new principal, Ms. Bridget 
Ransom, who has an awe-inspiring vision for the school. Lee’s 
parents and other individuals from the community are sponsoring 
the Lee Elementary Campaign for Excellence to support three 
initiatives: the Lee PTA,  Friends of Lee, and  Project Refresh. 

The Lee PTA develops connections between parents, students, 
and staff with flexible funding that could be used for teacher 
and student appreciation events, immediate school needs, and 
field trips. Friends of Lee is designated for school Academics, 
including International Baccalaureate fees, teacher training, 
classroom technology upgrades, and implementing the science 
lab.  Project Refresh is designated to fund significant capital 
improvements to the grounds of the school such as a new 
basketball court, soccer field, beautifications along Matilda, 
outdoor classrooms, sunshades for playground equipment, and 
an expanded garden. These options allow residents to support 
one of our local community elementary schools by investing in 
the future of our neighborhood. 

Contact Staci Howie, a new kindergarten parent, at  
StaciHowie@gmail.com to support the Lee PTA. To 
support the Fr iends of Lee or Project Refresh, go to  
woodrowfoundation.org/donate/ and select the applicable 
designation. For more information on Project Refresh including 
renderings please send an email to Adam Miller, parent of a three 
year old, at projectrefreshrel@gmail.com or like us on Facebook  
at Facebook.com/ProjectreFreshRel. All donations to the three 
initiatives are 100% tax-deductible as allowed by the IRS.

Be a part of the campaign by investing in the future of our 
neighborhood kids.

Adam Miller

EXCITING THINGS  
HAPPENING AT  

LEE ELEMENTARY New Throne for Your Home
As part of its water-conservation plan, the City of Dallas Water 
utilities now offers its customers free high-efficiency toilets that 
help reduce water consumption. Call 214-670-3155 to have an 
application mailed to you, or go to SaveDallasWater.com  
and click on “New Throne for Your Home” on the left side of  
the page. 

Find out if you qualify for up to two toilets that ensure great 
performance and reduce water consumption. A rebate option is 
also available for up to $90 per toilet (excluding taxes). Customers 
are responsible for picking up the toilets, having them installed, 
and disposing of the old toilets so they are not reused. 

St. Patrick’s Alert
The annual St. Patrick’s events are scheduled for Saturday,  
March 14. For information on volunteering for sign-construction  
and posting, contact Director1@LGNA.net.

theblindbutcher.com 

1919 Greenville Ave
Dallas, TX 75206

HOW TO BE SAFE IN 
AN EARTHquAKE (CONTINuED)

Remember these Do’s and Don’ts  
during an earthquake:

• DO stay away from glass, windows, outside doors  
  and walls.

• DO NOT get in a doorway. Doorways are not   
  recommended safe places in an earthquake.   
  It’s difficult to stay in the doorway during the shaking,  
  and the door often causes injury when it swings open  
  and closed during shaking. 

• DO stay inside until the shaking stops.

• DO NOT use elevators.

• If outside, DO move away from buildings, streetlights,  
 and utility wires.

Go to LGNA.net for more information on how to  
prepare for and respond to an earthquake.

Can you provide six hours a year  
for your neighborhood? 

We are in need of volunteers who deliver newsletters to 
residences on one street (4-5 blocks) only six times a year. 
It takes an hour or less to do one street. You’ll be helping 
to assure that everyone gets our newsletter and maybe 
get a little exercise. 

For more information, contact David Jones  
at 214-300-1894 or atl1ddj@sbcglobal.net

Darren Dattalo



One of the benefits of living in LGNA is the wealth of stores/shops 
that “surround” your neighborhood. Skillman, Mockingbird, Ross, 
and of course Greenville provide many choices of goods and 
services that are very convenient to procure. Trips to these stores 
are usually quick and easy. 

Sometimes that convenience leads to a false sense of security. After 
all, these are neighborhood stores. You don’t expect the same type 
of incidents as you would at the “big box” locations or the large 
shopping malls, and for the most part, that is true. However, one 
crime is one too many, and unfortunately the precautions taken at 
the mall are forgotten. 

Lock your car (with the windows all the way up), park in a well-lit 
area, be aware of your surroundings, be conscious of suspicious 
activity, and don’t leave items of value visible are all crime 
prevention recommendations that should apply everywhere you 
shop. 

If there is video surveillance available, park within view if you are 
able. Recognize that some parking locations are more susceptible 
to solicitors than others and try to park in areas that are uncomfort-
able for the solicitor to “hang out” in. 

Shopping at local businesses is a good thing. We want that shopping 
experience to be a safe one.  

KEITH ALLEN—DALLAS POLICE

RETAIL LOCATIONS

  
 

CRIME WATCH uPDATE

CRIMINALS POSING AS ATMOS EMPLOYEES  

DARREN DATTALO,  
CRIME WATCH COORDINATOR

Anyone who knows me will tell you that I have two mantras when it 
comes to crime prevention. The first is “Don’t park on the street; it’s 
an easy target for car break-ins.” My second mantra is “Know your 
neighbors.” 

One of the best things about living in our neighborhood is the great 
relationships we have with our neighbors which leads us to want to 
help them out. Sometimes this can backfire. 

In December a couple of bad guys posing as Atmos workers 
approached a resident. They convinced him to allow them down 
his driveway to access the neighbor’s backyard. Once there,              
they made off with his air conditioner. So a kind gesture ended up 
in a burglary. 

It doesn’t help matters that Atmos sends its employees out without 
uniforms and frequently without even identification which makes 
them easy to impersonate. More than a few times, I’ve received 
complaints from neighbors about Atmos employees coming onto 

their property without any easily recognizable identification. Some of 
these may be legitimate, others not. Fortunately, we’ve had no other 
reports of such a scam since this one. 

But be cautious! If any type of vendor or worker asks for help 
in accessing your neighbor’s property, tell them you need to                
contact the neighbor first. If they make for the hills, you probably 
stopped a crime. 

One great way to make sure you have your neighbor’s number is to 
print out the “Know Your Neighbor” contact sheet from the LGNA 
website – www.LGNA.net. It’s located under Crime Watch/useful 
Forms. This contact sheet  allows you to fill out the name, address 
and contact numbers for the houses around yours. It’s a great cheat 
sheet to keep handy! 

If you are not on our email list,  
please drop me a note at CcrimeWatch@LGNA.net to receive 
monthly reports on all the crime incidents in our neighborhood. 

LGNA LOWER

GREENVILLE

NEIGHBORHOOD 

ASSOCIATION

MOCKINGBIRD TO ROSS  /  GREENVILLE TO SKILLMAN
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Patricia Carr | PRESIDENT 
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 P.O. BOX 720067• DALLAS, TX  75372

UPCOMING EVENT

BULK TRASH DATE
 PICK UP: Feb. 9-13      
EARLIEST SET-OUT: Feb. 5  

 PICK UP: March 9-13 
EARLIEST SET-OUT: March 5

 PICK UP: April 13-17  
EARLIEST SET-OUT: April 9 
Remember: The city has a zero  
tolerance for placing trash out  
prior to the earliest set-out date. 
Don’t get stuck with a fine for  
missing the date.

LOG ON TO  
LGNA.NET    
for information 
and updates.

 WHEN Tuesday Feb 24   
  6:30pm 

 WHERE Matt’s Rancho  
  Martinez,  
  1904 Skillman

 WHAT Living with Wildlife

HOW TO BE SAFE IN AN EARTHquAKE

Find out what’s going on.  
Like us on FACEBOOK

(CONTINuED  INSIDE)

Many of you may have seen the recent cover article in the 
Advocate Magazine that articulates concerns about the fate of 
the historic Lakewood Theater built in the Streamline Moderne 
style. Recently leaders of eight surrounding neighborhood groups, 
including the Lower Greenville Neighborhood Association, met to 
discuss the possibility of preserving such an historic structure.

Joanna Hampton, the president of the Swiss Ave Historic District 
Association and David Preziosi of Preservation Dallas met on 
December 30 with the owners of the theatre. Several efforts are 
being made to continue meeting with the owners and to offers 
options for working with them to get the theatre designated as an 
historical landmark.  

If you’d like to be involved in efforts to preserve the theatre, contact 
Director1@LGNA.net, and we’ll put you in touch with the group of 
folks who are doing the work.  

Preservation activist and author Virginia McAllester commented 
on the long history of cooperation between the neighborhoods 
surrounding this historic retail area and the owners of property in 
the Lakewood Shopping Center which resulted in formation of the 
Lakewood Special Purpose District, established in 1988.

“There are many examples,” she said, “Of our Old East Dallas 
neighborhoods and the center’s business interests joining together 
to save this early suburban shopping center:” In the mid-1970s 
the Historic Preservation League (today Preservation Dallas) 
successfully saved the former Lakewood Library building which 
was going to be replaced by a Pizza Hut. In the early 1980’s, when 
the city’s thoroughfare plan was to widen both Gaston Avenue 
and Abrams to six lane streets, our neighborhoods joined with 
Lakewood’s owners and merchants to look at alternatives to this 
street plan. They devised an alternative plan that would carry the 
traffic around the center and add additional parking. The result 
was the Abrams Bypass and added parking for the center along 
what was Abrams Road at the time.

“Neighbors and center landowners worked together to fund 
the Abrams Bypass by placing it on the city bond program and 
helping to pass this program. Following that successful public 
works project, the ordinance establishing the Lakewood Special 
Purpose District (PD 281) was approved and has been the basis of 
all decisions made about the area since that time.“   

The district was established to provide “a means of conserving 
the area’s distinctive atmosphere or character enhancing its 
significant or cultural attributes.” Changes to the plan were made 
in 2000 and 2006 to enhance the viability of the center.

Now, in 2015, the neighborhoods, under the umbrella of the 
Old East Dallas Associations of Neighborhoods, are working 
to find viable solutions to assist in saving the beacon of the 
Lakewood Special Purpose District, the Lakewood Theater. At 
present the organizations are: Preservation Dallas, Junius Heights 
Historic District, Swiss Avenue Historic District, Lakewood Heights 
Neighborhood Association, Edgemont Park Conservation District, 
Munger Place Historic District, Peak’s Addition Neighborhood 
Association, Abrams Brookside Neighborhood Association and 
Lower Greenville Neighborhood Association. 

LIVING WITH WILDLIFE
You’ve probably seen them. 
You’ve probably talked with your 
neighbors about them.  You’ve 
probably wished they would  
go away.

We have new neighbors in our 
urban neighborhoods – four-legged ones. Coyotes in the alley, 
raccoon in the chimney, opossums in the crawlspace. They’ve 
joined the rats in the attic and squirrels on the fences and utilities 
lines. Where do they live? How dangerous are they to our pets 
and kids? How do we tell them to go away?

Learn how to solve and prevent problems with urban wildlife. 
Hard facts and useful information will be presented by Bonnie 
Bradshaw, president of 911 Wildlife, the wildlife-control company 
contracted by the City of Dallas since 2012 to address citizens’ 
wildlife concerns.

Join us at Matt’s Rancho Martinez, 1904 Skillman, on Tuesday, 
February 24 at 6:30. In case the parking spaces in front of the 
restaurant are filled, there is free parking in the rear of the building. 
Make plans to stay for dinner and enjoy their wonderful cuisine. 

LAKEWOOD THEATER

This design of the landmark Lakewood Theater was 
created by Lakewood Hills resident Walter Soza. Prints 
are available for purchase at sozadesigns.com. 

Hold earthquake drills with your family members: Drop, cover and hold on! 

• DROP to your hands and knees.

• COVER your head and neck with your arms and only move if you need to get  
 away from the danger of falling objects.

• HOLD ON to any sturdy shelter until the shaking stops.

Hopefully, earthquake-safety information won’t be necessary, but we’ve had a few tremor 
scares. It doesn’t hurt to take some steps to protect your family. The City’s Emergency 
Preparedness Office has distributed the following info:


