
Video systems are exploding in popularity among homeowners. 
A system that used to be cost effective only for the business 
community is now easier to install and becoming more common in 
residences than businesses. 

Installing a home security system used to mean spending hundreds 
of dollars to have professionals come and hardwire your house, 
signing a long-term contract, and then paying fees month after 
month in order to keep the thing running. Systems weren’t flexible 
and false alarms were frequent.

Times are changing though, with a smart new wave of home security 
systems that are changing the way we think about protecting 
our homes. These new systems are built around plug-and-play, 
DIY-friendly devices, and sensors that work with your smartphone, 
move when you need them to, and put you in control of how you 
protect your home. 

Best of all, these systems come with no contracts, and in many 
cases, no monthly fees -- meaning that peace of mind is more 
affordable than ever.

Some of the items to consider if you choose to go the DIY route: 
Generally a 1-ghz system or stronger should be able to keep 
constant contact with its sensor components for most single-family 

CRIME WATCH UPDATE

KEEP THE FRONT PORCH SAFE

DARREN DATTALO,  
CRIME WATCH COORDINATOR

I often tell people that I have three jobs — 
my daytime job, running the LGNA Crime 

Watch, and coordinating the Crime Watch 
Executive Board (CWEB) for the city of Dallas. 

You’d be surprised how often all three overlap. 

At a recent CWEB meeting we had a discussion of how much crime 
watch groups differ across the city. Every neighborhood group 
takes on its own unique approach. Some neighborhoods have lots 
of active volunteers that take training and then perform actual 
patrols of the neighborhood. Others have frequent public meetings 
with the police to air grievances. Some even still use phone trees to 
communicate. 

The LGNA Crime Watch has primarily been an online arrangement 
where I have disseminated information via email (and this newsletter) 
to the neighborhood – that information being crime reports from the 
police and tips from residents in the neighborhood who contact me. 

Over the coming years, I would like to see us as a neighborhood 
become engaged with more people who take an active participa-
tion in the efforts. In other words, Block Captains. 

We have several people across the neighborhood already doing this, 
and I sincerely appreciate their efforts. But there are only a handful, 
and we have over 100 actual blocks to cover. In the coming months, 
I’ll be starting some crime watch meetings for block captains. If you 
see an invitation, I hope you’ll consider coming. 

And as always, if you have any ideas on how we can improve what 
we are doing, please drop me an email at CrimeWatch@LGNA.net. 
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BULK TRASH DATE
 PICK UP: July 13-17      
EARLIEST SET-OUT: July 9  

 PICK UP: August 10-14 
EARLIEST SET-OUT: August 6

 PICK UP: Sept14-18 
EARLIEST SET-OUT: Sept 10
Remember: The city has a zero  
tolerance for placing trash out  
prior to the earliest set-out date. 
Don’t get stuck with a fine for  
missing the date.

LOG ON TO  
LGNA.NET    
for information 
and updates.

UPCOMING EVENT
 WHEN Tuesday, July 21   
  7:00pm 

 WHERE Greenland Hills UMC 
  5835 Penrose

 WHAT Annual Fajita Fest

THE LGNA SUMMER SOCIAL IS BACK!

Find out what’s going on.  
Like Us on FACEBOOK

By popular demand, the LGNA annual summer social and 
fajita fest will return on Tuesday, July 21, at 7:00 p.m. at 
Greenland Hills UMC, Penrose and Delmar. Last year’s dinner 
drew over 100 neighbors, and this year’s is expected to be 
just as popular.

The summer social is open to all LGNA-area residents. Families with 
children are welcome. Bring your appetites. 

Blue Goose Cantina and Aw Shucks will again provide fajitas and assorted 
fixings. Please bring a side dish to share with your LGNA neighbors, 
whether it’s your family’s favorite salad, Aunt Suzie’s corn casserole, or 
braised Brussel sprouts. 

Also by popular demand, we’ll be repeating the dessert contest. 
Neighborhood businesses have donated prizes to award the winners. 
Winners will be selected by votes of those sampling the desserts. All 
those who want to highlight their baking/cooking skills, please prepare your favorite dessert 
and show off your talents. Everyone come prepared to sample all the dessert entries. It’s our 
neighborhood duty to give all entrants an even chance in the voting. 

City officials and staff have been invited to share dinner with  
us. Again this year, the Police Department-sponsored Explorer  
Scouts will be helping us with set-up and take-down. 

(CONTINUED  INSIDE)

We know a large part of what makes 
our neighborhood so special is the 
people. Elizabeth McPherson is one 
of those people. 

Elizabeth, the daughter of Di 
and David McPherson, will be a 
sophomore at Woodrow Wilson High 
School next year and is currently 
involved in Woodrow’s International 
Baccalaureate program. This 
summer she has taken a physics 
class for six hours a day. She attained 
honor roll status for her freshman year when she was also active in 
the Performing Arts department, singing in Bella Voce (the varsity 
women’s choir) and performing in the recent Woodrow musical 
Annie. She also rowed for the White Rock crew team.

She is a Taekwondo Black Belt and a Junior Historian at Dallas 
Heritage Village. In addition, this young woman keeps her 

AN OUTSTANDING 
NEIGHBOR 

homes. Most homes should do fine with a  
1-ghz receiver. 

Generally a system that supports a variety of 
different sensor and detector options is a good 
choice. That way you can add onto the system as you see fit, and 
further improve the overall safety and security of your home. 

While you might not want to have a motion detector in every room 
in your house or apartment (especially if you have pets), you likely will 
want to have at least one or two in areas where some of your most 
valuable items are kept such as the master bedroom or office. It is 
definitely wise to invest in a setup that has a good battery backup 
system that will continue to protect you and your home in the event 
of a power outage or attempt at circumvention by an intruder. 

Also, you will want to consider the pros/cons of hiring a professional 
service to monitor your home’s security system as not all wireless 
systems will support such monitoring.

The Dallas Police Department has been fortunate to have received 
many valuable video clips from neighborhoods that have led to the 
arrest of criminals. We are proud of all our neighborhood partnerships 
and look forward to assisting you in any way possible. Please contact 
me with any questions. Thank you.

KEITH ALLEN—DALLAS POLICE

(CONTINUED  INSIDE)

HOME SECURITY SYSTEMS

theblindbutcher.com 

1919 Greenville Ave
Dallas, TX 75206

  MAR 2015 APR 2015 MAY 2015 
 
Total Incidents 21 26 24

Car Break-ins 3 9 7

Home Burglaries 5 7 3

TOYS FOR COPS
Bring your gently used stuffed toys to the July 21 Fajita Fest –  
one more opportunity to help LGNA’s Toys for Cops campaign. 

Dallas Police Department patrol cars carry stuffed toys for 
distribution to children who are distressed by traumatic events 
such as domestic violence or traffic accidents. DPD’s Central 
Patrol distributes close to 500 toys per year. To help in this 
effort, LGNA collects gently used stuffed toys twice a year – a  
December collection with a second collection at mid-year. 
In previous years, area residents have been generous and 
compassionate at both collection times. But 500 is a lot of kids in 
need of reassurance. We need to continue the effort.

All your generosity is appreciated. Please clean out your closets 
for a win-win result – cleaner closets and happier kids. The toys 
don’t have to be large or collectable. Large toys are great,  
but all that’s needed is a small toy that can be cuddled by a 
frightened child.

If you’re unable to attend the July Fajita Fest, you can drop your 
contributions at 5843 Vanderbilt. A box will be on the front porch 
from July 15 through July 22.

For your Home Repair & Remodeling needs 
Contact Neighborhood Resident and 

Handyman Matters Owner Stacy Huston!

972.308.6035   |   HandymanMatters.com/Dallas

WHITE ROCK LAKE  
DOG PARK IS NOW OPEN!
The newly renovated White Rock Lake Dog Park officially 
reopened Saturday, June 6, 2015.  The 3-acre “off-leash” dog 
park, is located on the northwest side of White Rock Lake Park at 
the intersection of Mockingbird Lane and W. Lawther Drive. 

This doggy paradise boasts great views of the lake, trail, and 
wildflower areas. You and your pet will enjoy the wide variety of 
big and small K-9’s that frequent this park, and most importantly 
you’re only steps away from hiking, jogging, cycling, or boating 
around Dallas’ largest lake.

The dog park is opened 5 am –11 pm, Tuesday – Sunday. It is 
closed on rain days and on Mondays for maintenance.

Features:
    Benches

    Dog Drinking Bowl

    Drinking Fountain

    Fenced Area

    Large Dog Area

Renovation details:
    Large Dog Paddock Increased from 1.5 acres to 2 acres
    Small Dog Paddock Increased from 0.5 acres to 1 acres
    Pavilion with Lighting & Electrical Outlets for Events
    Shade Structures in Dog Paddocks
    Information Kiosk
    Dog (Launch) Water Access & Overlook
    Lighting in Dog Paddocks Parking Lot
    6’ Tall Ornamental Fencing with Mow Strip
    Gated Entries to Dog Paddocks & Dog Launch
    Drinking Fountains
    Dog Washes (Pet Comfort Stations)
    Benches
    Pet Waste Stations
    Trash Receptacles
    Concrete Sidewalks
    Grading & Drainage System
    Irrigation System
    Sod 
    45 New Trees
 Addition of Gravel & regarding of Gravel Parking Lot 

We encourage you to use this neighborhood dedicated  
park to let your dogs run and enjoy all the amenities!

    Parking

    Pet Waste Station

    Picnic Tables

    Small Dog Area



DiD yoU know?DiD yoU know?

 

ROBERT E. LEE  
Two Dallas ISD elementary schools – Robert E. Lee and Lipscomb – 
have earned the International Baccalaureate designation. Both 
schools are part of the J.L. Long Middle School and Woodrow 
Wilson High School feeder pattern. Long and Woodrow already 
have the IB designation, and students are now provided a 
pathway from elementary to high school for the program 
in DISD. The IB program focuses on developing a student’s 
academic, social, and emotional well-being while emphasizing 
independent learning skills.  

MOCKINGBIRD PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE
 T’s Mockingbird Station and trails to the north. Construction 
is expected to begin in October with completion expected 
in January 2017. Former City Councilmember Angela Hunt 
began work on the bridge in 2005 and presided over a ground-
breaking ceremony three years ago, but the project is complex. 
When completed, three 80-foot towers with specially designed 
foundations to protect the nearby DART tunnel will hold a 14-foot-
wide path. 

DALLAS HAS A LEASH LAW 
Dogs should be contained in your yard or within in your home, 
or they should be on a leash. There have been recent reports 
of dogs threatening or attacking pedestrians or other pets. Do 
not use school yards or Tietze Park for dog parks, particularly with 
unleashed dogs. Children play in these areas. 

LOWEST GREENVILLE STREET CONSTRUCTION

An update from Tim Starr, assistant director or the City’s Public Works 
Department – The City opened construction bids for the Lowest 
Greenville Avenue construction between Ross and Belmont. It will 
take several weeks to get all the paperwork completed and the 
construction contract executed, but it’s estimated that construction 
will start in mid-late July. The project will take approximately a year 
and will complete the Lowest Greenville streetscape from Belmont 
to Bell and from Alta to Ross. During the initial complete-streets 
construction between Bell and Alta, there were problems with 
traffic flow, bottlenecks, and access to businesses. Mr. Starr says 
that the City is trying to learn from any mistakes that happened 
during the Phase I construction and avoid a repeat of the negative 
impact.

END ROBOCALLS
Robocalls are those annoying phone calls from telemarketers 
or recorded messages that you didn’t want to receive in the first 
place. They are the bane of anyone with a phone number. From 
The Dallas Morning News – The Do Not Call phone list is clearly 
one of the biggest busts in modern life. You want those annoying 
robocalls to stop. The government knows that, and something is in 
the works. The Federal Communications Commission is expected 
to vote to approve fixes. We could see a “Do Not Disturb” feature 
available for wireless and landline phones available through 
phone companies. In the meantime – if you bundle your TV, 
Internet, and phone, sign up for NoMoRobo.com at that website. 
We’ve tried it, and robocalls stop after one ring. Legitimate calls 
such as pharmacy reminders still come through. Only illegal 
robocallers are stopped.  

GARAGE AND SHED BURGLARY PREVENTION 

The Dallas Police Department reminds us that one common form 
of home burglary is from open garage doors or garage doors that 
are accessed using a stolen garage door opener. Many thieves 
drive around looking for open garage doors from which they can 
help themselves to the contents. Always keep your garage door 
closed, even if you are only away for a few minutes. Use a good 
lock on all shed and garage doors. Lock windows and use blinds 
to conceal items inside.

(CONTINUED)

THE LGNA SUMMER  
SOCIAL IS BACK!
Scour your closets and shelves for gently used stuffed toys and 
for gently used books. We’ll again be collecting Toys for Cops. 
Also we’ll be helping Elizabeth McPherson work on her Girl Scout 
Gold Award and collect books for Interfaith Housing Coalition. 
(See articles elsewhere in this newsletter.) 

Come and chat with your neighbors and invited guests, enjoy 
a wonderful meal, and participate in the thrill of competition.

AN OUTSTANDING  
NEIGHBOR (CONTINUED)

schedule super busy with local activities such as St. Andrew’s 
Presbyterian Church Youth Group, and White Rock Lake  
shoreline clean-up.

Impressed yet? There is more… Elizabeth is a member of Girl Scout 
Troop #8362 and has been in Scouts since she was a five-year-old 
Brownie. She is dedicated to earning the Gold Award, the highest 
achievement in Girl Scouts, comparable to the Boy Scouts Eagle 
Scout Award. 

In order to earn the Gold Award, one has to choose a self-sustaining 
service. After delivering casseroles with her church to Interfaith 
Housing Coalition (the only Dallas agency that exclusively provides 
transitional housing for working poor families who are experiencing 
a housing crisis), Elizabeth saw a need. 

Her love of reading combined with her desire to help Interfaith 
Housing led to her choosing the project for the Gold Award – 
refurbishing the library into a more inviting, kid-friendly, 
stimulating space. This project requires a lot of planning, time, 
effort, and energy. 

What a great neighborhood this will continue to be with “young” 
people being so involved. If the younger generation in the 
neighborhood is any indication of the future of LGNA, our city, and 
our country, then we are in great hands! 

To assist Elizabeth in her Gold Award endeavor:
LGNA will be collecting books at our fajita dinner on July 21. Please 
bring any new or gently used books or funds to help support 
Elizabeth’s project. If you’re not able to attend the Fajita Fest, a 
collection box will be on the front porch at 5843 Vanderbilt July 
15-22. All kind of children’s books are needed, but the larger need 
is for books written for older kids and young adults – “books with 
chapters.” Any genre is welcome.

More than 70 area residents 
attended May’s standing-room-
only Crimeproofing event at 
Dallas Beer Kitchen. Thanks 
to our hosts DBK for providing 
generous samples of their 
delicious food for our residents 
and friends. Dallas Police officer 
Keith Allen and LGNA Crime 
Watch chair Darren Dattalo 
answered questions and quiz-
zed participants on crimeproofing 
your home.

The annual meeting of the Lower Greenville Neighborhood 
Association, held in conjunction with the informational event, 
featured the re-election of four board members – Andrea 
Brashier, Patricia Carr, Lilia Estrada, and Ken Lampton. LGNA 
voting members were mailed a proxy ballot that contained the 
four board members nominated for reelection as well as space 
for write-in candidates. 

In an incredible show of neighborhood support, approximately 
50% of the ballots were returned – an excellent response when 
compared to the recent City Council election where only 6.5% 
of registered voters turned out. Especially gratifying to your LGNA 
board were those ballots that were returned with comments such 
as “Thank you all for jobs well done.” Thank you!

As is common with many non-profit organizations, the eleven-
member volunteer board later elected officers for the coming 
twelve months. All officers were re-elected, and you can see the 
roster of officers on page one of this newsletter.

While every resident of our area, Ross to Mockingbird and Greenville 
to Skillman, is a member of LGNA, dues-paying households enjoy 
voting membership. If you didn’t receive a proxy ballot, consider 
clipping the membership coupon in this newsletter or using PayPal 
at www.LGNA.net so that you can enjoy larger participation in 
LGNA. Annual dues are a very reasonable $20 per household with 
only $5 for residents 65+.

MAY INFORMATION 
EVENT AND LGNA 
BOARD ELECTIONS

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT AND JOIN NOW!

Please print clearly! Email addresses are required to receive neighborhood alerts. Personal information is not shared with any outside group 
or used for any other purpose. Receipts will be furnished upon request. Checks for LGNA membership should be made out to LGNA. For  
Extended Neighborhood Patrol membership, checks should be made out to LGNA-ENP. Please provide separate checks if possible. 
Mail this form and check payable to LGNA or LGNA-ENP to: PO Box 720067, Dallas, TX 75372 (or bring it to the next LGNA meeting).

!

name:

address:

phone:

cell:

email:

 Please choose all that apply:

n	 Join LGNA ($20/yr, $5 for 65+)

n	 Join Expanded Neighborhood  
 Patrol ($200/yr, $150 for 65+)

n	Add me to the Crime Watch  
 Email List

n	 Please contact me about  
 Volunteering

Pay Pal Now Available: LGNA has made it a little easier for you to become a member. We’ve added PayPal to the 
LGNA website. On the site, you’ll see two buttons, one for regular membership and one for seniors (65+).  If you have a 
PayPal account, you can use that directly. If not, you can skip that step and proceed directly to a credit card processing 
page. LGNA does not receive your credit card information, only the contact information. There is no surcharge added to 
the regular $20 per household membership ($5 for seniors).

LGNA PET WATCH 

Find out what’s going on.  
Like Us on FACEBOOK

The LGNA newsletter now features advertising from neighborhood businesses. Our full-color newsletter 
is delivered to 2,700 households in the LGNA area. If you’re interested in showcasing your business at a 
nominal rate, contact Advertising@LGNA.net

ADVERTISING IN THE LGNA NEWSLETTER

On a wintery evening last February, two dozen LGNA residents 
attended an interesting and informative presentation on how to 
deal with area critters – the kinds that we’d rather not invite inside 
our homes.

Useful information was presented by 911 Wildlife, the company 
contracted by the City of Dallas since 2012 to address citizens’ 
wildlife concerns. Tips to help both homeowners and apartment-
dwellers to control coyotes, foxes, possums, armadillos, birds, and 
squirrels include the following:

• Keep your garbage in a secure container.

• Don’t leave cat or dog food outside at night.

• Don’t leave bird seed in feeders or on the ground overnight.

• If you have a pet door, securely close it at night.

• Trim overhanging branches that provide easy access to your  
 roof for squirrels and other wildlife.

• If you have a chimney, make sure that it has a secure cap.

• Thoroughly inspect your roof, eaves, and siding for signs  
 of damage. 

• Cover attic and foundation vents with heavy-gauge, rustproof  
 wire mesh.

• If you have a deck, install an L-shaped barrier to prevent  
 animals from digging underneath it.

• Share this information with your neighbors.

WILDLIFE PROBLEMS
Many of us have pets. Many of 
us have pets that occasionally 
go astray. One recent case of a 
wandering pet was Marley the 
parrotlet. A parrotlet is a small 
parrot that looks somewhat like 
a parakeet with a short tail. 

Marley escaped from his owner 
Marlo Rees the evening before 
one of our severe thunderstorms. 
In her search for Marley, Marlo 
contacted LGNA for assistance. 
Fortunately after much searching 
and detective work, Marley was 
found and identified via an ID 
band on his leg.

Neighbors occasionally contact LGNA to help locate wandering 
and escaped pets. Unfortunately there has been no project in 
place to help spread the word. If there is enough interest, however, 
LGNA will soon set up an email list to report lost pets. 

The project will work like this – If your pet is lost, after a reasonable 
amount of time contact the LGNA Pet Watch with a description 
and last-seen location. LGNA will email your alert to other members 
of the lost-pet group and alert the owner if someone finds the pet. 
Pet information such as low-cost area spaying/neutering events or 
hazardous conditions such as the City’s mosquito spraying in or near 
our area may also be reported.

Email Director1@LGNA.net if you’re interested in joining the group 
(or if you’re interested in helping to moderate the group). Please 
include Pet Watch in your subject line.



Video systems are exploding in popularity among homeowners. 
A system that used to be cost effective only for the business 
community is now easier to install and becoming more common in 
residences than businesses. 

Installing a home security system used to mean spending hundreds 
of dollars to have professionals come and hardwire your house, 
signing a long-term contract, and then paying fees month after 
month in order to keep the thing running. Systems weren’t flexible 
and false alarms were frequent.

Times are changing though, with a smart new wave of home security 
systems that are changing the way we think about protecting 
our homes. These new systems are built around plug-and-play, 
DIY-friendly devices, and sensors that work with your smartphone, 
move when you need them to, and put you in control of how you 
protect your home. 

Best of all, these systems come with no contracts, and in many 
cases, no monthly fees -- meaning that peace of mind is more 
affordable than ever.

Some of the items to consider if you choose to go the DIY route: 
Generally a 1-ghz system or stronger should be able to keep 
constant contact with its sensor components for most single-family 

CRIME WATCH UPDATE

KEEP THE FRONT PORCH SAFE

DARREN DATTALO,  
CRIME WATCH COORDINATOR

I often tell people that I have three jobs — 
my daytime job, running the LGNA Crime 

Watch, and coordinating the Crime Watch 
Executive Board (CWEB) for the city of Dallas. 

You’d be surprised how often all three overlap. 

At a recent CWEB meeting we had a discussion of how much crime 
watch groups differ across the city. Every neighborhood group 
takes on its own unique approach. Some neighborhoods have lots 
of active volunteers that take training and then perform actual 
patrols of the neighborhood. Others have frequent public meetings 
with the police to air grievances. Some even still use phone trees to 
communicate. 

The LGNA Crime Watch has primarily been an online arrangement 
where I have disseminated information via email (and this newsletter) 
to the neighborhood – that information being crime reports from the 
police and tips from residents in the neighborhood who contact me. 

Over the coming years, I would like to see us as a neighborhood 
become engaged with more people who take an active participa-
tion in the efforts. In other words, Block Captains. 

We have several people across the neighborhood already doing this, 
and I sincerely appreciate their efforts. But there are only a handful, 
and we have over 100 actual blocks to cover. In the coming months, 
I’ll be starting some crime watch meetings for block captains. If you 
see an invitation, I hope you’ll consider coming. 

And as always, if you have any ideas on how we can improve what 
we are doing, please drop me an email at CrimeWatch@LGNA.net. 
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BULK TRASH DATE
 PICK UP: July 13-17      
EARLIEST SET-OUT: July 9  

 PICK UP: August 10-14 
EARLIEST SET-OUT: August 6

 PICK UP: Sept14-18 
EARLIEST SET-OUT: Sept 10
Remember: The city has a zero  
tolerance for placing trash out  
prior to the earliest set-out date. 
Don’t get stuck with a fine for  
missing the date.

LOG ON TO  
LGNA.NET    
for information 
and updates.

UPCOMING EVENT
 WHEN Tuesday, July 21   
  7:00pm 

 WHERE Greenland Hills UMC 
  5835 Penrose

 WHAT Annual Fajita Fest

THE LGNA SUMMER SOCIAL IS BACK!

Find out what’s going on.  
Like Us on FACEBOOK

By popular demand, the LGNA annual summer social and 
fajita fest will return on Tuesday, July 21, at 7:00 p.m. at 
Greenland Hills UMC, Penrose and Delmar. Last year’s dinner 
drew over 100 neighbors, and this year’s is expected to be 
just as popular.

The summer social is open to all LGNA-area residents. Families with 
children are welcome. Bring your appetites. 

Blue Goose Cantina and Aw Shucks will again provide fajitas and assorted 
fixings. Please bring a side dish to share with your LGNA neighbors, 
whether it’s your family’s favorite salad, Aunt Suzie’s corn casserole, or 
braised Brussel sprouts. 

Also by popular demand, we’ll be repeating the dessert contest. 
Neighborhood businesses have donated prizes to award the winners. 
Winners will be selected by votes of those sampling the desserts. All 
those who want to highlight their baking/cooking skills, please prepare your favorite dessert 
and show off your talents. Everyone come prepared to sample all the dessert entries. It’s our 
neighborhood duty to give all entrants an even chance in the voting. 

City officials and staff have been invited to share dinner with  
us. Again this year, the Police Department-sponsored Explorer  
Scouts will be helping us with set-up and take-down. 

(CONTINUED  INSIDE)

We know a large part of what makes 
our neighborhood so special is the 
people. Elizabeth McPherson is one 
of those people. 

Elizabeth, the daughter of Di 
and David McPherson, will be a 
sophomore at Woodrow Wilson High 
School next year and is currently 
involved in Woodrow’s International 
Baccalaureate program. This 
summer she has taken a physics 
class for six hours a day. She attained 
honor roll status for her freshman year when she was also active in 
the Performing Arts department, singing in Bella Voce (the varsity 
women’s choir) and performing in the recent Woodrow musical 
Annie. She also rowed for the White Rock crew team.

She is a Taekwondo Black Belt and a Junior Historian at Dallas 
Heritage Village. In addition, this young woman keeps her 

AN OUTSTANDING 
NEIGHBOR 

homes. Most homes should do fine with a  
1-ghz receiver. 

Generally a system that supports a variety of 
different sensor and detector options is a good 
choice. That way you can add onto the system as you see fit, and 
further improve the overall safety and security of your home. 

While you might not want to have a motion detector in every room 
in your house or apartment (especially if you have pets), you likely will 
want to have at least one or two in areas where some of your most 
valuable items are kept such as the master bedroom or office. It is 
definitely wise to invest in a setup that has a good battery backup 
system that will continue to protect you and your home in the event 
of a power outage or attempt at circumvention by an intruder. 

Also, you will want to consider the pros/cons of hiring a professional 
service to monitor your home’s security system as not all wireless 
systems will support such monitoring.

The Dallas Police Department has been fortunate to have received 
many valuable video clips from neighborhoods that have led to the 
arrest of criminals. We are proud of all our neighborhood partnerships 
and look forward to assisting you in any way possible. Please contact 
me with any questions. Thank you.

KEITH ALLEN—DALLAS POLICE

(CONTINUED  INSIDE)

HOME SECURITY SYSTEMS

theblindbutcher.com 

1919 Greenville Ave
Dallas, TX 75206

  MAR 2015 APR 2015 MAY 2015 
 
Total Incidents 21 26 24

Car Break-ins 3 9 7

Home Burglaries 5 7 3

TOYS FOR COPS
Bring your gently used stuffed toys to the July 21 Fajita Fest –  
one more opportunity to help LGNA’s Toys for Cops campaign. 

Dallas Police Department patrol cars carry stuffed toys for 
distribution to children who are distressed by traumatic events 
such as domestic violence or traffic accidents. DPD’s Central 
Patrol distributes close to 500 toys per year. To help in this 
effort, LGNA collects gently used stuffed toys twice a year – a  
December collection with a second collection at mid-year. 
In previous years, area residents have been generous and 
compassionate at both collection times. But 500 is a lot of kids in 
need of reassurance. We need to continue the effort.

All your generosity is appreciated. Please clean out your closets 
for a win-win result – cleaner closets and happier kids. The toys 
don’t have to be large or collectable. Large toys are great,  
but all that’s needed is a small toy that can be cuddled by a 
frightened child.

If you’re unable to attend the July Fajita Fest, you can drop your 
contributions at 5843 Vanderbilt. A box will be on the front porch 
from July 15 through July 22.

For your Home Repair & Remodeling needs 
Contact Neighborhood Resident and 

Handyman Matters Owner Stacy Huston!

972.308.6035   |   HandymanMatters.com/Dallas

WHITE ROCK LAKE  
DOG PARK IS NOW OPEN!
The newly renovated White Rock Lake Dog Park officially 
reopened Saturday, June 6, 2015.  The 3-acre “off-leash” dog 
park, is located on the northwest side of White Rock Lake Park at 
the intersection of Mockingbird Lane and W. Lawther Drive. 

This doggy paradise boasts great views of the lake, trail, and 
wildflower areas. You and your pet will enjoy the wide variety of 
big and small K-9’s that frequent this park, and most importantly 
you’re only steps away from hiking, jogging, cycling, or boating 
around Dallas’ largest lake.

The dog park is opened 5 am –11 pm, Tuesday – Sunday. It is 
closed on rain days and on Mondays for maintenance.

Features:
    Benches

    Dog Drinking Bowl

    Drinking Fountain

    Fenced Area

    Large Dog Area

Renovation details:
    Large Dog Paddock Increased from 1.5 acres to 2 acres
    Small Dog Paddock Increased from 0.5 acres to 1 acres
    Pavilion with Lighting & Electrical Outlets for Events
    Shade Structures in Dog Paddocks
    Information Kiosk
    Dog (Launch) Water Access & Overlook
    Lighting in Dog Paddocks Parking Lot
    6’ Tall Ornamental Fencing with Mow Strip
    Gated Entries to Dog Paddocks & Dog Launch
    Drinking Fountains
    Dog Washes (Pet Comfort Stations)
    Benches
    Pet Waste Stations
    Trash Receptacles
    Concrete Sidewalks
    Grading & Drainage System
    Irrigation System
    Sod 
    45 New Trees
 Addition of Gravel & regarding of Gravel Parking Lot 

We encourage you to use this neighborhood dedicated  
park to let your dogs run and enjoy all the amenities!

    Parking

    Pet Waste Station

    Picnic Tables

    Small Dog Area



DiD yoU know?DiD yoU know?

 

ROBERT E. LEE  
Two Dallas ISD elementary schools – Robert E. Lee and Lipscomb – 
have earned the International Baccalaureate designation. Both 
schools are part of the J.L. Long Middle School and Woodrow 
Wilson High School feeder pattern. Long and Woodrow already 
have the IB designation, and students are now provided a 
pathway from elementary to high school for the program 
in DISD. The IB program focuses on developing a student’s 
academic, social, and emotional well-being while emphasizing 
independent learning skills.  

MOCKINGBIRD PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE
 T’s Mockingbird Station and trails to the north. Construction 
is expected to begin in October with completion expected 
in January 2017. Former City Councilmember Angela Hunt 
began work on the bridge in 2005 and presided over a ground-
breaking ceremony three years ago, but the project is complex. 
When completed, three 80-foot towers with specially designed 
foundations to protect the nearby DART tunnel will hold a 14-foot-
wide path. 

DALLAS HAS A LEASH LAW 
Dogs should be contained in your yard or within in your home, 
or they should be on a leash. There have been recent reports 
of dogs threatening or attacking pedestrians or other pets. Do 
not use school yards or Tietze Park for dog parks, particularly with 
unleashed dogs. Children play in these areas. 

LOWEST GREENVILLE STREET CONSTRUCTION

An update from Tim Starr, assistant director or the City’s Public Works 
Department – The City opened construction bids for the Lowest 
Greenville Avenue construction between Ross and Belmont. It will 
take several weeks to get all the paperwork completed and the 
construction contract executed, but it’s estimated that construction 
will start in mid-late July. The project will take approximately a year 
and will complete the Lowest Greenville streetscape from Belmont 
to Bell and from Alta to Ross. During the initial complete-streets 
construction between Bell and Alta, there were problems with 
traffic flow, bottlenecks, and access to businesses. Mr. Starr says 
that the City is trying to learn from any mistakes that happened 
during the Phase I construction and avoid a repeat of the negative 
impact.

END ROBOCALLS
Robocalls are those annoying phone calls from telemarketers 
or recorded messages that you didn’t want to receive in the first 
place. They are the bane of anyone with a phone number. From 
The Dallas Morning News – The Do Not Call phone list is clearly 
one of the biggest busts in modern life. You want those annoying 
robocalls to stop. The government knows that, and something is in 
the works. The Federal Communications Commission is expected 
to vote to approve fixes. We could see a “Do Not Disturb” feature 
available for wireless and landline phones available through 
phone companies. In the meantime – if you bundle your TV, 
Internet, and phone, sign up for NoMoRobo.com at that website. 
We’ve tried it, and robocalls stop after one ring. Legitimate calls 
such as pharmacy reminders still come through. Only illegal 
robocallers are stopped.  

GARAGE AND SHED BURGLARY PREVENTION 

The Dallas Police Department reminds us that one common form 
of home burglary is from open garage doors or garage doors that 
are accessed using a stolen garage door opener. Many thieves 
drive around looking for open garage doors from which they can 
help themselves to the contents. Always keep your garage door 
closed, even if you are only away for a few minutes. Use a good 
lock on all shed and garage doors. Lock windows and use blinds 
to conceal items inside.

(CONTINUED)

THE LGNA SUMMER  
SOCIAL IS BACK!
Scour your closets and shelves for gently used stuffed toys and 
for gently used books. We’ll again be collecting Toys for Cops. 
Also we’ll be helping Elizabeth McPherson work on her Girl Scout 
Gold Award and collect books for Interfaith Housing Coalition. 
(See articles elsewhere in this newsletter.) 

Come and chat with your neighbors and invited guests, enjoy 
a wonderful meal, and participate in the thrill of competition.

AN OUTSTANDING  
NEIGHBOR (CONTINUED)

schedule super busy with local activities such as St. Andrew’s 
Presbyterian Church Youth Group, and White Rock Lake  
shoreline clean-up.

Impressed yet? There is more… Elizabeth is a member of Girl Scout 
Troop #8362 and has been in Scouts since she was a five-year-old 
Brownie. She is dedicated to earning the Gold Award, the highest 
achievement in Girl Scouts, comparable to the Boy Scouts Eagle 
Scout Award. 

In order to earn the Gold Award, one has to choose a self-sustaining 
service. After delivering casseroles with her church to Interfaith 
Housing Coalition (the only Dallas agency that exclusively provides 
transitional housing for working poor families who are experiencing 
a housing crisis), Elizabeth saw a need. 

Her love of reading combined with her desire to help Interfaith 
Housing led to her choosing the project for the Gold Award – 
refurbishing the library into a more inviting, kid-friendly, 
stimulating space. This project requires a lot of planning, time, 
effort, and energy. 

What a great neighborhood this will continue to be with “young” 
people being so involved. If the younger generation in the 
neighborhood is any indication of the future of LGNA, our city, and 
our country, then we are in great hands! 

To assist Elizabeth in her Gold Award endeavor:
LGNA will be collecting books at our fajita dinner on July 21. Please 
bring any new or gently used books or funds to help support 
Elizabeth’s project. If you’re not able to attend the Fajita Fest, a 
collection box will be on the front porch at 5843 Vanderbilt July 
15-22. All kind of children’s books are needed, but the larger need 
is for books written for older kids and young adults – “books with 
chapters.” Any genre is welcome.

More than 70 area residents 
attended May’s standing-room-
only Crimeproofing event at 
Dallas Beer Kitchen. Thanks 
to our hosts DBK for providing 
generous samples of their 
delicious food for our residents 
and friends. Dallas Police officer 
Keith Allen and LGNA Crime 
Watch chair Darren Dattalo 
answered questions and quiz-
zed participants on crimeproofing 
your home.

The annual meeting of the Lower Greenville Neighborhood 
Association, held in conjunction with the informational event, 
featured the re-election of four board members – Andrea 
Brashier, Patricia Carr, Lilia Estrada, and Ken Lampton. LGNA 
voting members were mailed a proxy ballot that contained the 
four board members nominated for reelection as well as space 
for write-in candidates. 

In an incredible show of neighborhood support, approximately 
50% of the ballots were returned – an excellent response when 
compared to the recent City Council election where only 6.5% 
of registered voters turned out. Especially gratifying to your LGNA 
board were those ballots that were returned with comments such 
as “Thank you all for jobs well done.” Thank you!

As is common with many non-profit organizations, the eleven-
member volunteer board later elected officers for the coming 
twelve months. All officers were re-elected, and you can see the 
roster of officers on page one of this newsletter.

While every resident of our area, Ross to Mockingbird and Greenville 
to Skillman, is a member of LGNA, dues-paying households enjoy 
voting membership. If you didn’t receive a proxy ballot, consider 
clipping the membership coupon in this newsletter or using PayPal 
at www.LGNA.net so that you can enjoy larger participation in 
LGNA. Annual dues are a very reasonable $20 per household with 
only $5 for residents 65+.

MAY INFORMATION 
EVENT AND LGNA 
BOARD ELECTIONS

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT AND JOIN NOW!

Please print clearly! Email addresses are required to receive neighborhood alerts. Personal information is not shared with any outside group 
or used for any other purpose. Receipts will be furnished upon request. Checks for LGNA membership should be made out to LGNA. For  
Extended Neighborhood Patrol membership, checks should be made out to LGNA-ENP. Please provide separate checks if possible. 
Mail this form and check payable to LGNA or LGNA-ENP to: PO Box 720067, Dallas, TX 75372 (or bring it to the next LGNA meeting).

!

name:

address:

phone:

cell:

email:

 Please choose all that apply:

n	 Join LGNA ($20/yr, $5 for 65+)

n	 Join Expanded Neighborhood  
 Patrol ($200/yr, $150 for 65+)

n	Add me to the Crime Watch  
 Email List

n	 Please contact me about  
 Volunteering

Pay Pal Now Available: LGNA has made it a little easier for you to become a member. We’ve added PayPal to the 
LGNA website. On the site, you’ll see two buttons, one for regular membership and one for seniors (65+).  If you have a 
PayPal account, you can use that directly. If not, you can skip that step and proceed directly to a credit card processing 
page. LGNA does not receive your credit card information, only the contact information. There is no surcharge added to 
the regular $20 per household membership ($5 for seniors).

LGNA PET WATCH 

Find out what’s going on.  
Like Us on FACEBOOK

The LGNA newsletter now features advertising from neighborhood businesses. Our full-color newsletter 
is delivered to 2,700 households in the LGNA area. If you’re interested in showcasing your business at a 
nominal rate, contact Advertising@LGNA.net

ADVERTISING IN THE LGNA NEWSLETTER

On a wintery evening last February, two dozen LGNA residents 
attended an interesting and informative presentation on how to 
deal with area critters – the kinds that we’d rather not invite inside 
our homes.

Useful information was presented by 911 Wildlife, the company 
contracted by the City of Dallas since 2012 to address citizens’ 
wildlife concerns. Tips to help both homeowners and apartment-
dwellers to control coyotes, foxes, possums, armadillos, birds, and 
squirrels include the following:

• Keep your garbage in a secure container.

• Don’t leave cat or dog food outside at night.

• Don’t leave bird seed in feeders or on the ground overnight.

• If you have a pet door, securely close it at night.

• Trim overhanging branches that provide easy access to your  
 roof for squirrels and other wildlife.

• If you have a chimney, make sure that it has a secure cap.

• Thoroughly inspect your roof, eaves, and siding for signs  
 of damage. 

• Cover attic and foundation vents with heavy-gauge, rustproof  
 wire mesh.

• If you have a deck, install an L-shaped barrier to prevent  
 animals from digging underneath it.

• Share this information with your neighbors.

WILDLIFE PROBLEMS
Many of us have pets. Many of 
us have pets that occasionally 
go astray. One recent case of a 
wandering pet was Marley the 
parrotlet. A parrotlet is a small 
parrot that looks somewhat like 
a parakeet with a short tail. 

Marley escaped from his owner 
Marlo Rees the evening before 
one of our severe thunderstorms. 
In her search for Marley, Marlo 
contacted LGNA for assistance. 
Fortunately after much searching 
and detective work, Marley was 
found and identified via an ID 
band on his leg.

Neighbors occasionally contact LGNA to help locate wandering 
and escaped pets. Unfortunately there has been no project in 
place to help spread the word. If there is enough interest, however, 
LGNA will soon set up an email list to report lost pets. 

The project will work like this – If your pet is lost, after a reasonable 
amount of time contact the LGNA Pet Watch with a description 
and last-seen location. LGNA will email your alert to other members 
of the lost-pet group and alert the owner if someone finds the pet. 
Pet information such as low-cost area spaying/neutering events or 
hazardous conditions such as the City’s mosquito spraying in or near 
our area may also be reported.

Email Director1@LGNA.net if you’re interested in joining the group 
(or if you’re interested in helping to moderate the group). Please 
include Pet Watch in your subject line.
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ROBERT E. LEE  
Two Dallas ISD elementary schools – Robert E. Lee and Lipscomb – 
have earned the International Baccalaureate designation. Both 
schools are part of the J.L. Long Middle School and Woodrow 
Wilson High School feeder pattern. Long and Woodrow already 
have the IB designation, and students are now provided a 
pathway from elementary to high school for the program 
in DISD. The IB program focuses on developing a student’s 
academic, social, and emotional well-being while emphasizing 
independent learning skills.  

MOCKINGBIRD PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE
 T’s Mockingbird Station and trails to the north. Construction 
is expected to begin in October with completion expected 
in January 2017. Former City Councilmember Angela Hunt 
began work on the bridge in 2005 and presided over a ground-
breaking ceremony three years ago, but the project is complex. 
When completed, three 80-foot towers with specially designed 
foundations to protect the nearby DART tunnel will hold a 14-foot-
wide path. 

DALLAS HAS A LEASH LAW 
Dogs should be contained in your yard or within in your home, 
or they should be on a leash. There have been recent reports 
of dogs threatening or attacking pedestrians or other pets. Do 
not use school yards or Tietze Park for dog parks, particularly with 
unleashed dogs. Children play in these areas. 

LOWEST GREENVILLE STREET CONSTRUCTION

An update from Tim Starr, assistant director or the City’s Public Works 
Department – The City opened construction bids for the Lowest 
Greenville Avenue construction between Ross and Belmont. It will 
take several weeks to get all the paperwork completed and the 
construction contract executed, but it’s estimated that construction 
will start in mid-late July. The project will take approximately a year 
and will complete the Lowest Greenville streetscape from Belmont 
to Bell and from Alta to Ross. During the initial complete-streets 
construction between Bell and Alta, there were problems with 
traffic flow, bottlenecks, and access to businesses. Mr. Starr says 
that the City is trying to learn from any mistakes that happened 
during the Phase I construction and avoid a repeat of the negative 
impact.

END ROBOCALLS
Robocalls are those annoying phone calls from telemarketers 
or recorded messages that you didn’t want to receive in the first 
place. They are the bane of anyone with a phone number. From 
The Dallas Morning News – The Do Not Call phone list is clearly 
one of the biggest busts in modern life. You want those annoying 
robocalls to stop. The government knows that, and something is in 
the works. The Federal Communications Commission is expected 
to vote to approve fixes. We could see a “Do Not Disturb” feature 
available for wireless and landline phones available through 
phone companies. In the meantime – if you bundle your TV, 
Internet, and phone, sign up for NoMoRobo.com at that website. 
We’ve tried it, and robocalls stop after one ring. Legitimate calls 
such as pharmacy reminders still come through. Only illegal 
robocallers are stopped.  

GARAGE AND SHED BURGLARY PREVENTION 

The Dallas Police Department reminds us that one common form 
of home burglary is from open garage doors or garage doors that 
are accessed using a stolen garage door opener. Many thieves 
drive around looking for open garage doors from which they can 
help themselves to the contents. Always keep your garage door 
closed, even if you are only away for a few minutes. Use a good 
lock on all shed and garage doors. Lock windows and use blinds 
to conceal items inside.

(CONTINUED)

THE LGNA SUMMER  
SOCIAL IS BACK!
Scour your closets and shelves for gently used stuffed toys and 
for gently used books. We’ll again be collecting Toys for Cops. 
Also we’ll be helping Elizabeth McPherson work on her Girl Scout 
Gold Award and collect books for Interfaith Housing Coalition. 
(See articles elsewhere in this newsletter.) 

Come and chat with your neighbors and invited guests, enjoy 
a wonderful meal, and participate in the thrill of competition.

AN OUTSTANDING  
NEIGHBOR (CONTINUED)

schedule super busy with local activities such as St. Andrew’s 
Presbyterian Church Youth Group, and White Rock Lake  
shoreline clean-up.

Impressed yet? There is more… Elizabeth is a member of Girl Scout 
Troop #8362 and has been in Scouts since she was a five-year-old 
Brownie. She is dedicated to earning the Gold Award, the highest 
achievement in Girl Scouts, comparable to the Boy Scouts Eagle 
Scout Award. 

In order to earn the Gold Award, one has to choose a self-sustaining 
service. After delivering casseroles with her church to Interfaith 
Housing Coalition (the only Dallas agency that exclusively provides 
transitional housing for working poor families who are experiencing 
a housing crisis), Elizabeth saw a need. 

Her love of reading combined with her desire to help Interfaith 
Housing led to her choosing the project for the Gold Award – 
refurbishing the library into a more inviting, kid-friendly, 
stimulating space. This project requires a lot of planning, time, 
effort, and energy. 

What a great neighborhood this will continue to be with “young” 
people being so involved. If the younger generation in the 
neighborhood is any indication of the future of LGNA, our city, and 
our country, then we are in great hands! 

To assist Elizabeth in her Gold Award endeavor:
LGNA will be collecting books at our fajita dinner on July 21. Please 
bring any new or gently used books or funds to help support 
Elizabeth’s project. If you’re not able to attend the Fajita Fest, a 
collection box will be on the front porch at 5843 Vanderbilt July 
15-22. All kind of children’s books are needed, but the larger need 
is for books written for older kids and young adults – “books with 
chapters.” Any genre is welcome.

More than 70 area residents 
attended May’s standing-room-
only Crimeproofing event at 
Dallas Beer Kitchen. Thanks 
to our hosts DBK for providing 
generous samples of their 
delicious food for our residents 
and friends. Dallas Police officer 
Keith Allen and LGNA Crime 
Watch chair Darren Dattalo 
answered questions and quiz-
zed participants on crimeproofing 
your home.

The annual meeting of the Lower Greenville Neighborhood 
Association, held in conjunction with the informational event, 
featured the re-election of four board members – Andrea 
Brashier, Patricia Carr, Lilia Estrada, and Ken Lampton. LGNA 
voting members were mailed a proxy ballot that contained the 
four board members nominated for reelection as well as space 
for write-in candidates. 

In an incredible show of neighborhood support, approximately 
50% of the ballots were returned – an excellent response when 
compared to the recent City Council election where only 6.5% 
of registered voters turned out. Especially gratifying to your LGNA 
board were those ballots that were returned with comments such 
as “Thank you all for jobs well done.” Thank you!

As is common with many non-profit organizations, the eleven-
member volunteer board later elected officers for the coming 
twelve months. All officers were re-elected, and you can see the 
roster of officers on page one of this newsletter.

While every resident of our area, Ross to Mockingbird and Greenville 
to Skillman, is a member of LGNA, dues-paying households enjoy 
voting membership. If you didn’t receive a proxy ballot, consider 
clipping the membership coupon in this newsletter or using PayPal 
at www.LGNA.net so that you can enjoy larger participation in 
LGNA. Annual dues are a very reasonable $20 per household with 
only $5 for residents 65+.
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Pay Pal Now Available: LGNA has made it a little easier for you to become a member. We’ve added PayPal to the 
LGNA website. On the site, you’ll see two buttons, one for regular membership and one for seniors (65+).  If you have a 
PayPal account, you can use that directly. If not, you can skip that step and proceed directly to a credit card processing 
page. LGNA does not receive your credit card information, only the contact information. There is no surcharge added to 
the regular $20 per household membership ($5 for seniors).
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Find out what’s going on.  
Like Us on FACEBOOK

The LGNA newsletter now features advertising from neighborhood businesses. Our full-color newsletter 
is delivered to 2,700 households in the LGNA area. If you’re interested in showcasing your business at a 
nominal rate, contact Advertising@LGNA.net

ADVERTISING IN THE LGNA NEWSLETTER

On a wintery evening last February, two dozen LGNA residents 
attended an interesting and informative presentation on how to 
deal with area critters – the kinds that we’d rather not invite inside 
our homes.

Useful information was presented by 911 Wildlife, the company 
contracted by the City of Dallas since 2012 to address citizens’ 
wildlife concerns. Tips to help both homeowners and apartment-
dwellers to control coyotes, foxes, possums, armadillos, birds, and 
squirrels include the following:

• Keep your garbage in a secure container.

• Don’t leave cat or dog food outside at night.

• Don’t leave bird seed in feeders or on the ground overnight.

• If you have a pet door, securely close it at night.

• Trim overhanging branches that provide easy access to your  
 roof for squirrels and other wildlife.

• If you have a chimney, make sure that it has a secure cap.

• Thoroughly inspect your roof, eaves, and siding for signs  
 of damage. 

• Cover attic and foundation vents with heavy-gauge, rustproof  
 wire mesh.

• If you have a deck, install an L-shaped barrier to prevent  
 animals from digging underneath it.

• Share this information with your neighbors.

WILDLIFE PROBLEMS
Many of us have pets. Many of 
us have pets that occasionally 
go astray. One recent case of a 
wandering pet was Marley the 
parrotlet. A parrotlet is a small 
parrot that looks somewhat like 
a parakeet with a short tail. 

Marley escaped from his owner 
Marlo Rees the evening before 
one of our severe thunderstorms. 
In her search for Marley, Marlo 
contacted LGNA for assistance. 
Fortunately after much searching 
and detective work, Marley was 
found and identified via an ID 
band on his leg.

Neighbors occasionally contact LGNA to help locate wandering 
and escaped pets. Unfortunately there has been no project in 
place to help spread the word. If there is enough interest, however, 
LGNA will soon set up an email list to report lost pets. 

The project will work like this – If your pet is lost, after a reasonable 
amount of time contact the LGNA Pet Watch with a description 
and last-seen location. LGNA will email your alert to other members 
of the lost-pet group and alert the owner if someone finds the pet. 
Pet information such as low-cost area spaying/neutering events or 
hazardous conditions such as the City’s mosquito spraying in or near 
our area may also be reported.

Email Director1@LGNA.net if you’re interested in joining the group 
(or if you’re interested in helping to moderate the group). Please 
include Pet Watch in your subject line.



Video systems are exploding in popularity among homeowners. 
A system that used to be cost effective only for the business 
community is now easier to install and becoming more common in 
residences than businesses. 

Installing a home security system used to mean spending hundreds 
of dollars to have professionals come and hardwire your house, 
signing a long-term contract, and then paying fees month after 
month in order to keep the thing running. Systems weren’t flexible 
and false alarms were frequent.

Times are changing though, with a smart new wave of home security 
systems that are changing the way we think about protecting 
our homes. These new systems are built around plug-and-play, 
DIY-friendly devices, and sensors that work with your smartphone, 
move when you need them to, and put you in control of how you 
protect your home. 

Best of all, these systems come with no contracts, and in many 
cases, no monthly fees -- meaning that peace of mind is more 
affordable than ever.

Some of the items to consider if you choose to go the DIY route: 
Generally a 1-ghz system or stronger should be able to keep 
constant contact with its sensor components for most single-family 

CRIME WATCH UPDATE

KEEP THE FRONT PORCH SAFE

DARREN DATTALO,  
CRIME WATCH COORDINATOR

I often tell people that I have three jobs — 
my daytime job, running the LGNA Crime 

Watch, and coordinating the Crime Watch 
Executive Board (CWEB) for the city of Dallas. 

You’d be surprised how often all three overlap. 

At a recent CWEB meeting we had a discussion of how much crime 
watch groups differ across the city. Every neighborhood group 
takes on its own unique approach. Some neighborhoods have lots 
of active volunteers that take training and then perform actual 
patrols of the neighborhood. Others have frequent public meetings 
with the police to air grievances. Some even still use phone trees to 
communicate. 

The LGNA Crime Watch has primarily been an online arrangement 
where I have disseminated information via email (and this newsletter) 
to the neighborhood – that information being crime reports from the 
police and tips from residents in the neighborhood who contact me. 

Over the coming years, I would like to see us as a neighborhood 
become engaged with more people who take an active participa-
tion in the efforts. In other words, Block Captains. 

We have several people across the neighborhood already doing this, 
and I sincerely appreciate their efforts. But there are only a handful, 
and we have over 100 actual blocks to cover. In the coming months, 
I’ll be starting some crime watch meetings for block captains. If you 
see an invitation, I hope you’ll consider coming. 

And as always, if you have any ideas on how we can improve what 
we are doing, please drop me an email at CrimeWatch@LGNA.net. 
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BULK TRASH DATE
 PICK UP: July 13-17      
EARLIEST SET-OUT: July 9  

 PICK UP: August 10-14 
EARLIEST SET-OUT: August 6

 PICK UP: Sept14-18 
EARLIEST SET-OUT: Sept 10
Remember: The city has a zero  
tolerance for placing trash out  
prior to the earliest set-out date. 
Don’t get stuck with a fine for  
missing the date.

LOG ON TO  
LGNA.NET    
for information 
and updates.

UPCOMING EVENT
 WHEN Tuesday, July 21   
  7:00pm 

 WHERE Greenland Hills UMC 
  5835 Penrose

 WHAT Annual Fajita Fest

THE LGNA SUMMER SOCIAL IS BACK!

Find out what’s going on.  
Like Us on FACEBOOK

By popular demand, the LGNA annual summer social and 
fajita fest will return on Tuesday, July 21, at 7:00 p.m. at 
Greenland Hills UMC, Penrose and Delmar. Last year’s dinner 
drew over 100 neighbors, and this year’s is expected to be 
just as popular.

The summer social is open to all LGNA-area residents. Families with 
children are welcome. Bring your appetites. 

Blue Goose Cantina and Aw Shucks will again provide fajitas and assorted 
fixings. Please bring a side dish to share with your LGNA neighbors, 
whether it’s your family’s favorite salad, Aunt Suzie’s corn casserole, or 
braised Brussel sprouts. 

Also by popular demand, we’ll be repeating the dessert contest. 
Neighborhood businesses have donated prizes to award the winners. 
Winners will be selected by votes of those sampling the desserts. All 
those who want to highlight their baking/cooking skills, please prepare your favorite dessert 
and show off your talents. Everyone come prepared to sample all the dessert entries. It’s our 
neighborhood duty to give all entrants an even chance in the voting. 

City officials and staff have been invited to share dinner with  
us. Again this year, the Police Department-sponsored Explorer  
Scouts will be helping us with set-up and take-down. 

(CONTINUED  INSIDE)

We know a large part of what makes 
our neighborhood so special is the 
people. Elizabeth McPherson is one 
of those people. 

Elizabeth, the daughter of Di 
and David McPherson, will be a 
sophomore at Woodrow Wilson High 
School next year and is currently 
involved in Woodrow’s International 
Baccalaureate program. This 
summer she has taken a physics 
class for six hours a day. She attained 
honor roll status for her freshman year when she was also active in 
the Performing Arts department, singing in Bella Voce (the varsity 
women’s choir) and performing in the recent Woodrow musical 
Annie. She also rowed for the White Rock crew team.

She is a Taekwondo Black Belt and a Junior Historian at Dallas 
Heritage Village. In addition, this young woman keeps her 

AN OUTSTANDING 
NEIGHBOR 

homes. Most homes should do fine with a  
1-ghz receiver. 

Generally a system that supports a variety of 
different sensor and detector options is a good 
choice. That way you can add onto the system as you see fit, and 
further improve the overall safety and security of your home. 

While you might not want to have a motion detector in every room 
in your house or apartment (especially if you have pets), you likely will 
want to have at least one or two in areas where some of your most 
valuable items are kept such as the master bedroom or office. It is 
definitely wise to invest in a setup that has a good battery backup 
system that will continue to protect you and your home in the event 
of a power outage or attempt at circumvention by an intruder. 

Also, you will want to consider the pros/cons of hiring a professional 
service to monitor your home’s security system as not all wireless 
systems will support such monitoring.

The Dallas Police Department has been fortunate to have received 
many valuable video clips from neighborhoods that have led to the 
arrest of criminals. We are proud of all our neighborhood partnerships 
and look forward to assisting you in any way possible. Please contact 
me with any questions. Thank you.

KEITH ALLEN—DALLAS POLICE

(CONTINUED  INSIDE)

HOME SECURITY SYSTEMS

theblindbutcher.com 

1919 Greenville Ave
Dallas, TX 75206

  MAR 2015 APR 2015 MAY 2015 
 
Total Incidents 21 26 24

Car Break-ins 3 9 7

Home Burglaries 5 7 3

TOYS FOR COPS
Bring your gently used stuffed toys to the July 21 Fajita Fest –  
one more opportunity to help LGNA’s Toys for Cops campaign. 

Dallas Police Department patrol cars carry stuffed toys for 
distribution to children who are distressed by traumatic events 
such as domestic violence or traffic accidents. DPD’s Central 
Patrol distributes close to 500 toys per year. To help in this 
effort, LGNA collects gently used stuffed toys twice a year – a  
December collection with a second collection at mid-year. 
In previous years, area residents have been generous and 
compassionate at both collection times. But 500 is a lot of kids in 
need of reassurance. We need to continue the effort.

All your generosity is appreciated. Please clean out your closets 
for a win-win result – cleaner closets and happier kids. The toys 
don’t have to be large or collectable. Large toys are great,  
but all that’s needed is a small toy that can be cuddled by a 
frightened child.

If you’re unable to attend the July Fajita Fest, you can drop your 
contributions at 5843 Vanderbilt. A box will be on the front porch 
from July 15 through July 22.

For your Home Repair & Remodeling needs 
Contact Neighborhood Resident and 

Handyman Matters Owner Stacy Huston!

972.308.6035   |   HandymanMatters.com/Dallas

WHITE ROCK LAKE  
DOG PARK IS NOW OPEN!
The newly renovated White Rock Lake Dog Park officially 
reopened Saturday, June 6, 2015.  The 3-acre “off-leash” dog 
park, is located on the northwest side of White Rock Lake Park at 
the intersection of Mockingbird Lane and W. Lawther Drive. 

This doggy paradise boasts great views of the lake, trail, and 
wildflower areas. You and your pet will enjoy the wide variety of 
big and small K-9’s that frequent this park, and most importantly 
you’re only steps away from hiking, jogging, cycling, or boating 
around Dallas’ largest lake.

The dog park is opened 5 am –11 pm, Tuesday – Sunday. It is 
closed on rain days and on Mondays for maintenance.

Features:
    Benches

    Dog Drinking Bowl

    Drinking Fountain

    Fenced Area

    Large Dog Area

Renovation details:
    Large Dog Paddock Increased from 1.5 acres to 2 acres
    Small Dog Paddock Increased from 0.5 acres to 1 acres
    Pavilion with Lighting & Electrical Outlets for Events
    Shade Structures in Dog Paddocks
    Information Kiosk
    Dog (Launch) Water Access & Overlook
    Lighting in Dog Paddocks Parking Lot
    6’ Tall Ornamental Fencing with Mow Strip
    Gated Entries to Dog Paddocks & Dog Launch
    Drinking Fountains
    Dog Washes (Pet Comfort Stations)
    Benches
    Pet Waste Stations
    Trash Receptacles
    Concrete Sidewalks
    Grading & Drainage System
    Irrigation System
    Sod 
    45 New Trees
 Addition of Gravel & regarding of Gravel Parking Lot 

We encourage you to use this neighborhood dedicated  
park to let your dogs run and enjoy all the amenities!

    Parking

    Pet Waste Station

    Picnic Tables

    Small Dog Area




