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SOCIAL MEDIA SAFETY

DARREN DATTALO,  
CRIME WATCH COORDINATOR

Summer is here, school’s out, and 
many of us have vacations lined up. 

We love posting pics of all the fun we’re 
having and the great food we’re munching 

on in our favorite vacation spot. 

But your online activity is often available to the public 
and puts you at risk. If you post a pic of you at the Grand 
Canyon or you “check in” to a restaurant in San Francisco, 
you’re telling the world that you are out of town. 

There are privacy setting in many of these social media 
platforms that allow you to limit access to this information, 
but the overwhelming majority of people do not use 
them. While our neighborhood has not had any instances 
of home burglaries due to social media postings, it has 
happened elsewhere. 

Another risk factor is fitness applications which show the 
route you took on your morning run by displaying a map 
on your Facebook page. That post tells anyone looking 
where you live. If a bad guy were watching your profile 
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BULK TRASH DATE
PICK UP: June 13-17 
EARLIEST SET-OUT: June 9  

 PICK UP: July 11-15 
EARLIEST SET-OUT: July 7

 PICK UP: Aug 8-12 
EARLIEST SET-OUT: Aug 4
Remember: The city has a zero  
tolerance for placing trash out  
prior to the earliest set-out date. 
Don’t get stuck with a fine for  
missing the date.

LOG ON TO  
LGNA.NET    
for information 
and updates.

UPCOMING EVENT
 WHEN Wednesday, July 27 
  7:00 pm

 WHERE Greenland Hills UMC 
  5835 Penrose

 WHAT Taco Dinner

Find out what’s going on.  
Like Us on FACEBOOK

By popular demand, the Lower Greenville Neighborhood Association annual summer social will 
return on Wednesday, July 27, at 7:00 p.m. at Greenland Hills UMC, Penrose and Delmar. Last 
year’s dinner drew over 100 neighbors, and this year’s is expected to be just as popular.

The summer social is open to all LGNA-area residents. Families with children are welcome. Bring 
your family and your appetites. 

The menu is different this year. LGNA will provide tacos and fixings. Please bring a side dish 
to share with your LGNA neighbors, whether it’s your family’s favorite salad, Aunt Suzie’s corn 
casserole, or Kroger deli’s potato salad. 

Also by popular demand, we’ll be repeating the dessert contest. Neighborhood businesses have 
donated prizes to award the winners. Winners will be selected by votes of those sampling the 
desserts. All those who want to highlight their baking/cooking skills, please prepare your favorite 
dessert and show off your talents. Everyone, come prepared to sample all the dessert entries. It’s 
our neighborhood duty to give all entrants an even chance in the voting. 

City officials and staff have been invited to share dinner with us. 

(CONTINUED  INSIDE)

Summer is here, and as sure as the temperature 
climbs to triple digits, so too do the number of 
open-garage offenses. Bicycles and tools are 
the are among the most commonly pilfered property items. 

Did I mention bicycles as a sought-after item? Seriously, the 
number of bicycles stolen from LGNA residents is astounding. 
These types of crimes are usually classified as burglaries. When you 
hear “crime of opportunity” mentioned, this is the quintessential 
definition. 

Open garages, even for only a few minutes, present thieves with 
a valuable, sought-after target – your bicycle. While many of the 
bicycles are “high end” models, the thieves don’t care. They will 
take whatever the opportunity affords them. 

I understand how easy it is to lose track of securing the garage. 
Projects that seem as though they will only take a few minutes 
when started turn into something more complicated. So you go 
inside to look for the scissors, look on the internet for a solution 
to the unexpected complication, take a phone call, or hydrate 
yourself with a cool drink. 

You know it is a hassle to secure the garage, especially only 
being gone “a second.” We convince ourselves that we will only 
be away from the garage for “a couple minutes” when in fact it 
takes a little longer and the thief has taken your property. 

I’ll be the first to admit that you SHOULD be able to have your 
property remain in place, but the reality is you just can’t. So 
please stay cool, be aware of your surroundings, and secure 
your garage. 

GARAGES

KEITH ALLEN
DALLAS POLICE

WHAT’S IN IT FOR ME?
The Lower Greenville Neighborhood Association is much 
more than the annual check you write for membership or the 
newsletter you receive on your doorstep. It is a community 
of dedicated members and leaders who, since the 1980s, 
have been loving this neighborhood and working to ensure 
its future.

What We Do
•LGNA communicates with neighborhood, civic, and City 

entities to ensure a strong relationship at City Hall and in the 
LGNA community.

•LGNA works with neighbors to identify, encourage, and 
promote interests and concerns of the neighborhood.

•LGNA works to promote desirable development within and 
adjacent to our boundaries.

•LGNA represents residents as a vital voice in our community 
and the City of Dallas.

How We Do It
•The LGNA Newsletter is delivered six times yearly by 

dedicated LGNA volunteers to over 2,500 LGNA residents. 
And we’re always looking for new faces to help deliver!

•LGNA Crime Watch is coordinated by Darren Dattalo who 
emails important information about safety and crime 
activities that occur in our area. Email him at CrimeWatch@
LGNA.net to get on Darren’s mailing list.

•Extended Neighborhood Patrol is a program coordinated 
through the DPD to raise police presence and reduce 
crime in our neighborhood. Among the benefits included is 
patrolling your home when you’re away or on vacation. Go 
to LGNA.net, click on Crime Watch and then on Extended 
Neighborhood Patrol for more information.

LGNA SUMMER SOCIAL  
TACO DINNER 

information and 
determined that 
you are a single 
female living alone, 
well, now he’s got 
your address. 

What about identity theft? Do you give you pet’s name out 
on Facebook? How about your birthday? Most medical 
records are now restricted by giving your birthday. Birthdays 
and pet names are among the most common words used as 
passwords to more important accounts like your bank. Don’t 
use anything for a password that might be gleaned from the 
personal information you give up on Facebook. 

My recommendations would be to set your profile to “Friends 
Only” to limit what goes out to the world. Secondly, only 
provide the required information when setting up a social 
media account. Avoid any optional information. Third, only 
accept friend requests from people you know, never from a 
stranger even if they have mutual friends. 

The annual meeting of the Lower Greenville Neighborhood 
Association, held in conjunction with the May informational 
event, featured the re-election of three board members – 
Debbie Daniel, Gay Hopkins, and David Jones. LGNA voting 
members were mailed a proxy ballot that contained the three 
board members nominated for reelection as well as space for 
write-in candidates. 

In an incredible show of neighborhood support, over 50% of the 
ballots were returned – an excellent response when compared 
to the recent City Council elections where less than 10% of 
registered voters turned out. Especially gratifying to your LGNA 
board were those ballots that were returned with comments 
such as “Thank you all for jobs well done.” Thank you!

While every resident of our area, Ross to Mockingbird and 
Greenville to Skillman, is a member of LGNA, dues-paying 
households enjoy voting membership. If you didn’t receive a 
proxy ballot, consider clipping the membership coupon in this 
newsletter or using PayPal at www.LGNA.net so that you can 
enjoy larger participation in LGNA. Annual dues are a very 
reasonable $20 per household with only $5 for residents 65+.

As is common with many non-profit organizations, the 
eleven-member volunteer board later elected officers for the 
coming twelve months. All officers were re-elected, and you 
can see the roster of officers on page one of this newsletter.

LGNA OFFICERS

  APRIL 2016 MAY 2016  

Home Break-ins 0 1 

Car Break-ins 7 4 

Robberies 1 0 

Auto Theft 0  3 

(CONTINUED  INSIDE)

•The LGNA Website and Face Book page have interesting 
articles, timely neighborhood information and hot topics of 
interest. Check it out!

•LGNA Membership Events, held six times yearly, are a 
great way to meet and greet neighbors, share ideas and 
concerns, assist with projects, and learn from interesting 
speakers.

•LGNA coordinates with other area NAs to plan and present 
the annual National Night Out at Tietze Park in early 
October. This family-friendly event always draws a large 
crowd for fun activities, great food and conversation.

•LGNA Neighborhood Outreach – LGNA reaches out to 
nearby organizations, schools, and public entities to provide 
opportunities for service or needed donations. 

How Can I Help?
•Get involved! Becoming an active participant of LGNA 

helps ensure the vitality, strength, and success of LGNA and 
our neighborhood.

•Volunteer! Deliver the LGNA Newsletters or Welcome 
Packets, help set-up for a membership event, help manage 
the Website, assist with St. Patrick’s or NNO preparations, 
write a newsletter article. What are your talents and 
strengths? Ask where you can help.

• Join In! LGNA NEEDS YOU! You can support the initiatives, 
services, and activities of this organization by becoming 
a member of LGNA through annual dues payment. A 
membership form is included in this newsletter, or you can 
“join in” through PayPal. 

• Contact Membership@LGNA.net to renew your membership 
or to check on the status of your membership.

Thank you for your support of LGNA!
Debbie Daniel

EXTRA, EXTRA – READ ALL ABOUT IT

A big shout out to those who give of their valuable time six times a year to help spread the Lower Greenville Neighborhood 
Association newsletter. From the print shop to the front doorsteps of LGNA residents, your volunteer commitment is invaluable! 

Thanks to delivery coordinator David Jones and the following troops: 

Victor Aves    •    Carol Canada    •    J.B. Casse    •    Natalie Clarkson    •    Erin Embry    •    Diane Evans
BJ & Becky Fineman    •    Karen Gautreaux    •    Angelique Hamilton    •    Ramon Hubbell    •    Jenifer Johnston 
Elizabeth Jones    •    Lara Kuonen    •    Lisa Maddox    •    Laura & Todd McCavit    •    MaryAnn McClung
Liz Pope    •    Elise Pullman    •    Mary Salter    •    Charles & Pat Salvaggio    •    Alan Schonborn    •    Karen Stone  
Theravan    •    Paula Turicchi    •    Kyle Turman

If your Fitbit needs a few extra steps, consider joining the volunteer delivery corps. It’s only four blocks  
every other month, but you’ll be helping your neighborhood and your health. Additional volunteers are needed.  

Contact Director1@LGNA.net to offer your services.

The LGNA newsletter now features advertising 
from neighborhood businesses. Our full-color 
newsletter is delivered to 2,700 households 
in the LGNA area. If you’re interested in 
showcasing your business at a nominal rate, 
contact Advertising@LGNA.net

ADVERTISING IN THE LGNA NEWSLETTER



DiD yoU know?DiD yoU know?

   

LOWEST GREENVILLE LATE NIGHT PERMITS   
In May LGNA and other neighborhood associations worked to 
support two Lowest Greenville businesses who sought to obtain 
late-hours special use permits (SUPs). Single Wide applied for a 
renewal of their late-night permit. City staff had recommended a 
three-year permit, and the neighborhoods requested a five-year 
permit which was granted by the City Plan Commission. A newer 
business, Wabi House, was granted a one-year SUP. A representative 
of LGNA spoke favorably for both applications.

RESTAURANT HEALTH SCORES 
Have you even wondered about the cleanliness of your favorite 
restaurants or supermarkets? The City of Dallas publishes the Health 
Department’s health-inspection scores for restaurants and other 
food establishments. Go to DallasCityHall.com, click on “Find”, then 
click on “Restaurant Scores” to Search Restaurant Food Scores. 

NEW ROBERT E. LEE PRINCIPAL  
DISD announced last month that Robert E. Lee Elementary will get 
a new principal this year. Bert Hart comes to Lee with experience 
in our neighborhood schools, having taught and/or led at JFK 
Learning Center, Stonewall Jackson, and Lakewood.. He served 
as a Navy Petty Officer Second Class and is a graduate of the 
University of Arkansas.

Lee’s former principal, Bridget Ransom, leaves Lee to move to a 
larger elementary school.

LOWEST GREENVILLE CONSTRUCTION  
Via Councilmember Philip Kingston’s office, from Tim Starr, 
Assistant Director of Dallas Public Works: As anticipated, the heavy 
rains throughout May and early June have pushed the project 
completion date back approximately one month. The contractor 
believes the roadway paving and sidewalks will be completed 
in September, but the landscaping/irrigation most likely won’t be 
installed/completed until October.

If you have questions or need additional information, please let me 
know at Timothy.Starr@dallascityhall.com or 214-948-4660. 

STONEWALL GARDENS 20TH ANNIVERSARY
The garden at Stonewall Jackson Elementary has been able to 
grow and flourish for 20 years. See StonewallGardens.org for the 
story about how the gardens have been able to grow and flourish 
for so long and how you can help.

Scour your closets and shelves for gently used stuffed toys. We’ll 
again be collecting Toys for Cops. 

Come and chat with your neighbors and invited guests, enjoy 
a wonderful meal, perhaps win a door prize, and participate in 
the thrill of competition. At 7:00pm on Wednesday, July 27, at 
Greenland Hills UMC, 5835 Penrose, 

LGNA SUMMER SOCIAL
(continued)

In April several LGNA residents attended meetings to discuss 
concerns about valet parking on Lowest Greenville. Also 
represented were residents of Vickery Place and the Lowest 
Greenville West areas. 

Residents were concerned that the valets are taking up a large 
number of the free parallel parking spaces and that they create  
a hazard by infringing on the traffic right of way. Also there was  
little or no public information on the logistics of the program or who 
is involved.

One meeting was held at City Hall with neighborhood 
representatives, Lowest Greenville business owners, Pame 
La Ashford of Dallas Parking Services & Enforcement, and 
Councilmember Philip Kingston. 

• There are two “communal” valet stands on Lowest Greenville. 
Either businesses or property owners can apply for a permit, but 
the Lowest Greenville ones are permitted to two property owners 
– Madison Partners and Andres Brothers. The permit holders hire 
valet companies to do the actual work.

• If any valet activities are on public property, even if it’s crossing 
a street or alley, a permit must be obtained from the City.  
Valet parking that remains on private property does not need  
a permit.

• The permit holders rent the public parallel parking spaces for 
“maneuvering,” paying $200/year per space.

• When the City is issuing the permit, they don’t have to notify 
anyone of the location/permit except property owners within  
50 feet.

• Businesses were given the chance to “opt in” to the valet  
services, and they could refuse to participate. Businesses that use 
the valet service will pay the service.

• The Lowest Greenville valet parking plan has been referred to as 
a “pilot” program because it is the first such plan and may be 
implemented in other areas like Uptown or Bishop Arts.

• The valet services are complimentary, and there should be  
no charge.

• Citizens can submit complaints or report violations via 311. 
You must give specific time, date, and location. Otherwise 
parking-enforcement officers will check the time of your report, 
not the violation.

• Business owners are also anxious to know of violations, discourtesy, 
etc. since they are paying for the service.

LOWEST GREENVILLE  
VALET PARKING

Arastu Jahanbin

AUTO * HOME * LIFE * BUSINESS

"The most appropriate coverage
at the most competitive price!"

214-800-2872
www.ajainsurance.com

AJ & Associates
Insurance Brokerage

Sadly, board member Andrea Brashier has tendered her 
resignation from the board. Said Andrea, “Thank you for the 
opportunity to serve on the LGNA board since April 2014. I feel 
my energies are better used in another volunteering venture I am 
heavily involved in and am no longer able to devote the same 
level of energy to LGNA.

“Thank you for this opportunity to serve our neighborhood  
in this manner. I’ve really learned a lot and am grateful for  
the experience.”

Thank you for your service, Andrea!

LGNA OFFICERS 
(continued)

Property taxes in the City of Dallas are 
among the highest in the nation. Over 
50 LGNA-area folks came together in 
May to get some hints on lowering the 
property tax on their residences.

Cheryl Jordan, Community Relations 
Officer for the Dallas Central 
Appraisal District (DCAD), relayed 
some common-sense and interesting 
suggestions for lowering taxes on 
residential property. 

Spoiler alert: The deadline for protests 
is May 31 which has fallen before your newsletter is delivered. 
However, put these notes aside for a protest next year.

The tax is determined by value on January 1. You can protest 
between May 1 and May 31 if you believe that DCAD has over-
valued your property. If you fail to make the deadline, you can 
offer proof, such as hospitalization, of a reason for your delay. 
Call DCAD at 214-631-0910 to get exact information. 

One protest method is to go online to DallasCAD.org and click 
on Protest Process on the left side of the page. You can protest 
online. Another method is to make an appointment for an ARB 
hearing where a panel will determine the validity of your protest. 

The third, very effective, method is to have an informal review with 
an Appraisal District staff member. You can show up at the DCAD 
office at 2949 North Stemmons Freeway and wait for an appraiser’s 
schedule to free up. The closer to the May 31 deadline, the longer 
your wait.

Houses are divided into neighborhood areas, and you have to 
show them that your home is a lesser value than your neighbors. 
You must bring tangible proof of the condition of your house. 
Examples are estimate(s) of repair/replacement from legitimate 
companies, pictures of cracks or peeling paint (more than normal 
wear and tear), or a recent appraisal of your house. You can get 
an appraisal by contacting a registered real estate agent. Check 
DCAD’s square footage estimate; if it’s wrong bring a blueprint. Ms 
Jordan stresses, “Do not come empty handed.”

You can also receive several exemptions to reduce your tax bill. 

• You may qualify for a Homestead Exemption if you owned  
the property of your principal residence on January 1 and you 
have not claimed a residential homestead exemption on any 
other property.

• If you are age 65 or Older, you may qualify immediately for 
an exemption, but only for your homestead. If DCAD has your 
driver’s license info, the exemption should occur automatically; if 
not, contact them.

• A Disabled Person Exemption is available if you are unable to 
engage in any substantial gainful work for a continuous period of 
at least 12 months. You must meet the Social Security definition of 
a disabled person, and you must apply for this exemption.

• You may qualify for a Disabled Veteran exemption of the total 
appraised value of your residence homestead if you are a 
veteran with a disability incurred while serving in the armed 
forces. Surviving spouses and minor children of disabled veterans 
or members of the armed forces who was killed while on active 
duty may be eligible for an exemption.

Good luck!

PROPERTY TAX RELIEF

Bring your gently used stuffed toys to the July 27 Taco Dinner – one 
more opportunity to help LGNA’s Toys for Cops campaign. 

Dallas Police Department patrol cars carry stuffed toys for distribution 
to children who are distressed by traumatic events such as domestic 
violence or traffic accidents. DPD’s Central Patrol distributes close 
to 500 toys per year. To help in this effort, LGNA collects gently-used 
stuffed toys twice a year – a December collection with a second 
collection at mid-year. In previous years, area residents have been 
generous and compassionate at both collection times. But 500 is a 
lot of kids in need of reassurance. We need to continue the effort.

All your generosity is appreciated. Please clean out your closets for 
a win-win result – cleaner closets and happier kids. The toys don’t 
have to be large or collectable. Large toys are great, but all that’s 
needed is a small toy that can be cuddled by a frightened child.

If you’re unable to attend the July Taco Dinner, you can drop your 
contributions at 5843 Vanderbilt. A box will be on the front porch 
from July 20 through August 3.

TOYS FOR COPS 

One of the lesser-known non-profit services in Dallas is Interfaith 
Family Services, a faith-based agency whose mission is to empower 
families in crisis to break the cycle of poverty. Interfaith has several 
facilities in the East Dallas area that provide transitional housing for 
working poor families who are experiencing a housing crisis.

For over 30 years, Interfaith has provided transitional housing and 
accountability-driven support services for homeless families via 
apartments that the agency owns debt-free. They also provide 
after-school and summer programs for the homeless children.

Also provided are career coaching, financial coaching, and 
practical life-skills training to obtain viable employment and 
self-sufficiency for adults and play therapy for children to help 
restore self-worth. 

Interfaith Dallas has officially launched a $10M capital campaign 
to build a new Family Empowerment Center. The new center 
will serve an additional 200 families, including 200 additional 
children, each year. Interfaith’s vision is to provide extended-
hours, on-site child care, expand existing children’s programs, 
and increase their ability to provide financial coaching 
and career services to families in crisis.

Interfaith will be the only full-service family center of 
its kind in Dallas serving both parents and children 
simultaneously.

Go to InterfaithDallas.org for more information.

INTERFAITH FAMILY SERVICES

From long-time Dig This columnist Sara Wick… 

Time to get back to planting seeds of 
garden wisdom. A rainy spring followed  
by sunshine and the dirt calls for attention.  
I think mine is saying “save me from  
the weeds.” 

I would like to introduce Susan Flanagan, 
a master gardener who has volunteered 
countless hours to Robert E Lee’s science 

garden and will be a regular contributor to  
the Dig This column in the LGNA newsletter. 

Susan is asking for volunteers to keep the  
garden flourishing this summer. Here’s what  

she has to say…

         LGNA neighbors,  
         please help keep  
     Robert E. Lee garden  
         alive this summer! 

We need your help to water and keep the plants 
growing. We’re looking for parents or neighbors to 
take a single week to water two times that week. 

Come with a friend, spend about 1/2 hour to 45 
minutes watering and you are done! If each 
parent takes a week, we could ensure that 
our lovely garden stays alive and that the 
vegetables planted will be there for the  
children in fall.

 I will be there to show you where to  
water and answer any questions that you 
might have. 

Contact me at SFlanagan104@gmail.com  
or 972-669-0291.

Hope to hear from you!    
Ms. Flanagan – Dallas Master Gardener 

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT AND JOIN LGNA NOW! 
For more information and to join go to LGNA.NET/JOIN-IN
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of home burglaries due to social media postings, it has 
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By popular demand, the Lower Greenville Neighborhood Association annual summer social will 
return on Wednesday, July 27, at 7:00 p.m. at Greenland Hills UMC, Penrose and Delmar. Last 
year’s dinner drew over 100 neighbors, and this year’s is expected to be just as popular.

The summer social is open to all LGNA-area residents. Families with children are welcome. Bring 
your family and your appetites. 
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climbs to triple digits, so too do the number of 
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the are among the most commonly pilfered property items. 
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hear “crime of opportunity” mentioned, this is the quintessential 
definition. 

Open garages, even for only a few minutes, present thieves with 
a valuable, sought-after target – your bicycle. While many of the 
bicycles are “high end” models, the thieves don’t care. They will 
take whatever the opportunity affords them. 

I understand how easy it is to lose track of securing the garage. 
Projects that seem as though they will only take a few minutes 
when started turn into something more complicated. So you go 
inside to look for the scissors, look on the internet for a solution 
to the unexpected complication, take a phone call, or hydrate 
yourself with a cool drink. 

You know it is a hassle to secure the garage, especially only 
being gone “a second.” We convince ourselves that we will only 
be away from the garage for “a couple minutes” when in fact it 
takes a little longer and the thief has taken your property. 

I’ll be the first to admit that you SHOULD be able to have your 
property remain in place, but the reality is you just can’t. So 
please stay cool, be aware of your surroundings, and secure 
your garage. 

GARAGES

KEITH ALLEN
DALLAS POLICE

WHAT’S IN IT FOR ME?
The Lower Greenville Neighborhood Association is much 
more than the annual check you write for membership or the 
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entities to ensure a strong relationship at City Hall and in the 
LGNA community.

•LGNA works with neighbors to identify, encourage, and 
promote interests and concerns of the neighborhood.

•LGNA works to promote desirable development within and 
adjacent to our boundaries.

•LGNA represents residents as a vital voice in our community 
and the City of Dallas.

How We Do It
•The LGNA Newsletter is delivered six times yearly by 

dedicated LGNA volunteers to over 2,500 LGNA residents. 
And we’re always looking for new faces to help deliver!

•LGNA Crime Watch is coordinated by Darren Dattalo who 
emails important information about safety and crime 
activities that occur in our area. Email him at CrimeWatch@
LGNA.net to get on Darren’s mailing list.

•Extended Neighborhood Patrol is a program coordinated 
through the DPD to raise police presence and reduce 
crime in our neighborhood. Among the benefits included is 
patrolling your home when you’re away or on vacation. Go 
to LGNA.net, click on Crime Watch and then on Extended 
Neighborhood Patrol for more information.

LGNA SUMMER SOCIAL  
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information and 
determined that 
you are a single 
female living alone, 
well, now he’s got 
your address. 

What about identity theft? Do you give you pet’s name out 
on Facebook? How about your birthday? Most medical 
records are now restricted by giving your birthday. Birthdays 
and pet names are among the most common words used as 
passwords to more important accounts like your bank. Don’t 
use anything for a password that might be gleaned from the 
personal information you give up on Facebook. 

My recommendations would be to set your profile to “Friends 
Only” to limit what goes out to the world. Secondly, only 
provide the required information when setting up a social 
media account. Avoid any optional information. Third, only 
accept friend requests from people you know, never from a 
stranger even if they have mutual friends. 

The annual meeting of the Lower Greenville Neighborhood 
Association, held in conjunction with the May informational 
event, featured the re-election of three board members – 
Debbie Daniel, Gay Hopkins, and David Jones. LGNA voting 
members were mailed a proxy ballot that contained the three 
board members nominated for reelection as well as space for 
write-in candidates. 

In an incredible show of neighborhood support, over 50% of the 
ballots were returned – an excellent response when compared 
to the recent City Council elections where less than 10% of 
registered voters turned out. Especially gratifying to your LGNA 
board were those ballots that were returned with comments 
such as “Thank you all for jobs well done.” Thank you!

While every resident of our area, Ross to Mockingbird and 
Greenville to Skillman, is a member of LGNA, dues-paying 
households enjoy voting membership. If you didn’t receive a 
proxy ballot, consider clipping the membership coupon in this 
newsletter or using PayPal at www.LGNA.net so that you can 
enjoy larger participation in LGNA. Annual dues are a very 
reasonable $20 per household with only $5 for residents 65+.

As is common with many non-profit organizations, the 
eleven-member volunteer board later elected officers for the 
coming twelve months. All officers were re-elected, and you 
can see the roster of officers on page one of this newsletter.

LGNA OFFICERS

  APRIL 2016 MAY 2016  

Home Break-ins 0 1 

Car Break-ins 7 4 

Robberies 1 0 

Auto Theft 0  3 

(CONTINUED  INSIDE)

•The LGNA Website and Face Book page have interesting 
articles, timely neighborhood information and hot topics of 
interest. Check it out!

•LGNA Membership Events, held six times yearly, are a 
great way to meet and greet neighbors, share ideas and 
concerns, assist with projects, and learn from interesting 
speakers.

•LGNA coordinates with other area NAs to plan and present 
the annual National Night Out at Tietze Park in early 
October. This family-friendly event always draws a large 
crowd for fun activities, great food and conversation.

•LGNA Neighborhood Outreach – LGNA reaches out to 
nearby organizations, schools, and public entities to provide 
opportunities for service or needed donations. 

How Can I Help?
•Get involved! Becoming an active participant of LGNA 

helps ensure the vitality, strength, and success of LGNA and 
our neighborhood.

•Volunteer! Deliver the LGNA Newsletters or Welcome 
Packets, help set-up for a membership event, help manage 
the Website, assist with St. Patrick’s or NNO preparations, 
write a newsletter article. What are your talents and 
strengths? Ask where you can help.

• Join In! LGNA NEEDS YOU! You can support the initiatives, 
services, and activities of this organization by becoming 
a member of LGNA through annual dues payment. A 
membership form is included in this newsletter, or you can 
“join in” through PayPal. 

• Contact Membership@LGNA.net to renew your membership 
or to check on the status of your membership.

Thank you for your support of LGNA!
Debbie Daniel

EXTRA, EXTRA – READ ALL ABOUT IT

A big shout out to those who give of their valuable time six times a year to help spread the Lower Greenville Neighborhood 
Association newsletter. From the print shop to the front doorsteps of LGNA residents, your volunteer commitment is invaluable! 

Thanks to delivery coordinator David Jones and the following troops: 

Victor Aves    •    Carol Canada    •    J.B. Casse    •    Natalie Clarkson    •    Erin Embry    •    Diane Evans
BJ & Becky Fineman    •    Karen Gautreaux    •    Angelique Hamilton    •    Ramon Hubbell    •    Jenifer Johnston 
Elizabeth Jones    •    Lara Kuonen    •    Lisa Maddox    •    Laura & Todd McCavit    •    MaryAnn McClung
Liz Pope    •    Elise Pullman    •    Mary Salter    •    Charles & Pat Salvaggio    •    Alan Schonborn    •    Karen Stone  
Theravan    •    Paula Turicchi    •    Kyle Turman

If your Fitbit needs a few extra steps, consider joining the volunteer delivery corps. It’s only four blocks  
every other month, but you’ll be helping your neighborhood and your health. Additional volunteers are needed.  

Contact Director1@LGNA.net to offer your services.

The LGNA newsletter now features advertising 
from neighborhood businesses. Our full-color 
newsletter is delivered to 2,700 households 
in the LGNA area. If you’re interested in 
showcasing your business at a nominal rate, 
contact Advertising@LGNA.net

ADVERTISING IN THE LGNA NEWSLETTER
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LOWEST GREENVILLE LATE NIGHT PERMITS   
In May LGNA and other neighborhood associations worked to 
support two Lowest Greenville businesses who sought to obtain 
late-hours special use permits (SUPs). Single Wide applied for a 
renewal of their late-night permit. City staff had recommended a 
three-year permit, and the neighborhoods requested a five-year 
permit which was granted by the City Plan Commission. A newer 
business, Wabi House, was granted a one-year SUP. A representative 
of LGNA spoke favorably for both applications.

RESTAURANT HEALTH SCORES 
Have you even wondered about the cleanliness of your favorite 
restaurants or supermarkets? The City of Dallas publishes the Health 
Department’s health-inspection scores for restaurants and other 
food establishments. Go to DallasCityHall.com, click on “Find”, then 
click on “Restaurant Scores” to Search Restaurant Food Scores. 

NEW ROBERT E. LEE PRINCIPAL  
DISD announced last month that Robert E. Lee Elementary will get 
a new principal this year. Bert Hart comes to Lee with experience 
in our neighborhood schools, having taught and/or led at JFK 
Learning Center, Stonewall Jackson, and Lakewood.. He served 
as a Navy Petty Officer Second Class and is a graduate of the 
University of Arkansas.

Lee’s former principal, Bridget Ransom, leaves Lee to move to a 
larger elementary school.

LOWEST GREENVILLE CONSTRUCTION  
Via Councilmember Philip Kingston’s office, from Tim Starr, 
Assistant Director of Dallas Public Works: As anticipated, the heavy 
rains throughout May and early June have pushed the project 
completion date back approximately one month. The contractor 
believes the roadway paving and sidewalks will be completed 
in September, but the landscaping/irrigation most likely won’t be 
installed/completed until October.

If you have questions or need additional information, please let me 
know at Timothy.Starr@dallascityhall.com or 214-948-4660. 

STONEWALL GARDENS 20TH ANNIVERSARY
The garden at Stonewall Jackson Elementary has been able to 
grow and flourish for 20 years. See StonewallGardens.org for the 
story about how the gardens have been able to grow and flourish 
for so long and how you can help.

Scour your closets and shelves for gently used stuffed toys. We’ll 
again be collecting Toys for Cops. 

Come and chat with your neighbors and invited guests, enjoy 
a wonderful meal, perhaps win a door prize, and participate in 
the thrill of competition. At 7:00pm on Wednesday, July 27, at 
Greenland Hills UMC, 5835 Penrose, 

LGNA SUMMER SOCIAL
(continued)

In April several LGNA residents attended meetings to discuss 
concerns about valet parking on Lowest Greenville. Also 
represented were residents of Vickery Place and the Lowest 
Greenville West areas. 

Residents were concerned that the valets are taking up a large 
number of the free parallel parking spaces and that they create  
a hazard by infringing on the traffic right of way. Also there was  
little or no public information on the logistics of the program or who 
is involved.

One meeting was held at City Hall with neighborhood 
representatives, Lowest Greenville business owners, Pame 
La Ashford of Dallas Parking Services & Enforcement, and 
Councilmember Philip Kingston. 

• There are two “communal” valet stands on Lowest Greenville. 
Either businesses or property owners can apply for a permit, but 
the Lowest Greenville ones are permitted to two property owners 
– Madison Partners and Andres Brothers. The permit holders hire 
valet companies to do the actual work.

• If any valet activities are on public property, even if it’s crossing 
a street or alley, a permit must be obtained from the City.  
Valet parking that remains on private property does not need  
a permit.

• The permit holders rent the public parallel parking spaces for 
“maneuvering,” paying $200/year per space.

• When the City is issuing the permit, they don’t have to notify 
anyone of the location/permit except property owners within  
50 feet.

• Businesses were given the chance to “opt in” to the valet  
services, and they could refuse to participate. Businesses that use 
the valet service will pay the service.

• The Lowest Greenville valet parking plan has been referred to as 
a “pilot” program because it is the first such plan and may be 
implemented in other areas like Uptown or Bishop Arts.

• The valet services are complimentary, and there should be  
no charge.

• Citizens can submit complaints or report violations via 311. 
You must give specific time, date, and location. Otherwise 
parking-enforcement officers will check the time of your report, 
not the violation.

• Business owners are also anxious to know of violations, discourtesy, 
etc. since they are paying for the service.

LOWEST GREENVILLE  
VALET PARKING

Arastu Jahanbin

AUTO * HOME * LIFE * BUSINESS

"The most appropriate coverage
at the most competitive price!"

214-800-2872
www.ajainsurance.com

AJ & Associates
Insurance Brokerage

Sadly, board member Andrea Brashier has tendered her 
resignation from the board. Said Andrea, “Thank you for the 
opportunity to serve on the LGNA board since April 2014. I feel 
my energies are better used in another volunteering venture I am 
heavily involved in and am no longer able to devote the same 
level of energy to LGNA.

“Thank you for this opportunity to serve our neighborhood  
in this manner. I’ve really learned a lot and am grateful for  
the experience.”

Thank you for your service, Andrea!

LGNA OFFICERS 
(continued)

Property taxes in the City of Dallas are 
among the highest in the nation. Over 
50 LGNA-area folks came together in 
May to get some hints on lowering the 
property tax on their residences.

Cheryl Jordan, Community Relations 
Officer for the Dallas Central 
Appraisal District (DCAD), relayed 
some common-sense and interesting 
suggestions for lowering taxes on 
residential property. 

Spoiler alert: The deadline for protests 
is May 31 which has fallen before your newsletter is delivered. 
However, put these notes aside for a protest next year.

The tax is determined by value on January 1. You can protest 
between May 1 and May 31 if you believe that DCAD has over-
valued your property. If you fail to make the deadline, you can 
offer proof, such as hospitalization, of a reason for your delay. 
Call DCAD at 214-631-0910 to get exact information. 

One protest method is to go online to DallasCAD.org and click 
on Protest Process on the left side of the page. You can protest 
online. Another method is to make an appointment for an ARB 
hearing where a panel will determine the validity of your protest. 

The third, very effective, method is to have an informal review with 
an Appraisal District staff member. You can show up at the DCAD 
office at 2949 North Stemmons Freeway and wait for an appraiser’s 
schedule to free up. The closer to the May 31 deadline, the longer 
your wait.

Houses are divided into neighborhood areas, and you have to 
show them that your home is a lesser value than your neighbors. 
You must bring tangible proof of the condition of your house. 
Examples are estimate(s) of repair/replacement from legitimate 
companies, pictures of cracks or peeling paint (more than normal 
wear and tear), or a recent appraisal of your house. You can get 
an appraisal by contacting a registered real estate agent. Check 
DCAD’s square footage estimate; if it’s wrong bring a blueprint. Ms 
Jordan stresses, “Do not come empty handed.”

You can also receive several exemptions to reduce your tax bill. 

• You may qualify for a Homestead Exemption if you owned  
the property of your principal residence on January 1 and you 
have not claimed a residential homestead exemption on any 
other property.

• If you are age 65 or Older, you may qualify immediately for 
an exemption, but only for your homestead. If DCAD has your 
driver’s license info, the exemption should occur automatically; if 
not, contact them.

• A Disabled Person Exemption is available if you are unable to 
engage in any substantial gainful work for a continuous period of 
at least 12 months. You must meet the Social Security definition of 
a disabled person, and you must apply for this exemption.

• You may qualify for a Disabled Veteran exemption of the total 
appraised value of your residence homestead if you are a 
veteran with a disability incurred while serving in the armed 
forces. Surviving spouses and minor children of disabled veterans 
or members of the armed forces who was killed while on active 
duty may be eligible for an exemption.

Good luck!

PROPERTY TAX RELIEF

Bring your gently used stuffed toys to the July 27 Taco Dinner – one 
more opportunity to help LGNA’s Toys for Cops campaign. 

Dallas Police Department patrol cars carry stuffed toys for distribution 
to children who are distressed by traumatic events such as domestic 
violence or traffic accidents. DPD’s Central Patrol distributes close 
to 500 toys per year. To help in this effort, LGNA collects gently-used 
stuffed toys twice a year – a December collection with a second 
collection at mid-year. In previous years, area residents have been 
generous and compassionate at both collection times. But 500 is a 
lot of kids in need of reassurance. We need to continue the effort.

All your generosity is appreciated. Please clean out your closets for 
a win-win result – cleaner closets and happier kids. The toys don’t 
have to be large or collectable. Large toys are great, but all that’s 
needed is a small toy that can be cuddled by a frightened child.

If you’re unable to attend the July Taco Dinner, you can drop your 
contributions at 5843 Vanderbilt. A box will be on the front porch 
from July 20 through August 3.

TOYS FOR COPS 

One of the lesser-known non-profit services in Dallas is Interfaith 
Family Services, a faith-based agency whose mission is to empower 
families in crisis to break the cycle of poverty. Interfaith has several 
facilities in the East Dallas area that provide transitional housing for 
working poor families who are experiencing a housing crisis.

For over 30 years, Interfaith has provided transitional housing and 
accountability-driven support services for homeless families via 
apartments that the agency owns debt-free. They also provide 
after-school and summer programs for the homeless children.

Also provided are career coaching, financial coaching, and 
practical life-skills training to obtain viable employment and 
self-sufficiency for adults and play therapy for children to help 
restore self-worth. 

Interfaith Dallas has officially launched a $10M capital campaign 
to build a new Family Empowerment Center. The new center 
will serve an additional 200 families, including 200 additional 
children, each year. Interfaith’s vision is to provide extended-
hours, on-site child care, expand existing children’s programs, 
and increase their ability to provide financial coaching 
and career services to families in crisis.

Interfaith will be the only full-service family center of 
its kind in Dallas serving both parents and children 
simultaneously.

Go to InterfaithDallas.org for more information.

INTERFAITH FAMILY SERVICES

From long-time Dig This columnist Sara Wick… 

Time to get back to planting seeds of 
garden wisdom. A rainy spring followed  
by sunshine and the dirt calls for attention.  
I think mine is saying “save me from  
the weeds.” 

I would like to introduce Susan Flanagan, 
a master gardener who has volunteered 
countless hours to Robert E Lee’s science 

garden and will be a regular contributor to  
the Dig This column in the LGNA newsletter. 

Susan is asking for volunteers to keep the  
garden flourishing this summer. Here’s what  

she has to say…

         LGNA neighbors,  
         please help keep  
     Robert E. Lee garden  
         alive this summer! 

We need your help to water and keep the plants 
growing. We’re looking for parents or neighbors to 
take a single week to water two times that week. 

Come with a friend, spend about 1/2 hour to 45 
minutes watering and you are done! If each 
parent takes a week, we could ensure that 
our lovely garden stays alive and that the 
vegetables planted will be there for the  
children in fall.

 I will be there to show you where to  
water and answer any questions that you 
might have. 

Contact me at SFlanagan104@gmail.com  
or 972-669-0291.

Hope to hear from you!    
Ms. Flanagan – Dallas Master Gardener 

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT AND JOIN LGNA NOW! 
For more information and to join go to LGNA.NET/JOIN-IN
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LOWEST GREENVILLE LATE NIGHT PERMITS   
In May LGNA and other neighborhood associations worked to 
support two Lowest Greenville businesses who sought to obtain 
late-hours special use permits (SUPs). Single Wide applied for a 
renewal of their late-night permit. City staff had recommended a 
three-year permit, and the neighborhoods requested a five-year 
permit which was granted by the City Plan Commission. A newer 
business, Wabi House, was granted a one-year SUP. A representative 
of LGNA spoke favorably for both applications.

RESTAURANT HEALTH SCORES 
Have you even wondered about the cleanliness of your favorite 
restaurants or supermarkets? The City of Dallas publishes the Health 
Department’s health-inspection scores for restaurants and other 
food establishments. Go to DallasCityHall.com, click on “Find”, then 
click on “Restaurant Scores” to Search Restaurant Food Scores. 

NEW ROBERT E. LEE PRINCIPAL  
DISD announced last month that Robert E. Lee Elementary will get 
a new principal this year. Bert Hart comes to Lee with experience 
in our neighborhood schools, having taught and/or led at JFK 
Learning Center, Stonewall Jackson, and Lakewood.. He served 
as a Navy Petty Officer Second Class and is a graduate of the 
University of Arkansas.

Lee’s former principal, Bridget Ransom, leaves Lee to move to a 
larger elementary school.

LOWEST GREENVILLE CONSTRUCTION  
Via Councilmember Philip Kingston’s office, from Tim Starr, 
Assistant Director of Dallas Public Works: As anticipated, the heavy 
rains throughout May and early June have pushed the project 
completion date back approximately one month. The contractor 
believes the roadway paving and sidewalks will be completed 
in September, but the landscaping/irrigation most likely won’t be 
installed/completed until October.

If you have questions or need additional information, please let me 
know at Timothy.Starr@dallascityhall.com or 214-948-4660. 

STONEWALL GARDENS 20TH ANNIVERSARY
The garden at Stonewall Jackson Elementary has been able to 
grow and flourish for 20 years. See StonewallGardens.org for the 
story about how the gardens have been able to grow and flourish 
for so long and how you can help.

Scour your closets and shelves for gently used stuffed toys. We’ll 
again be collecting Toys for Cops. 

Come and chat with your neighbors and invited guests, enjoy 
a wonderful meal, perhaps win a door prize, and participate in 
the thrill of competition. At 7:00pm on Wednesday, July 27, at 
Greenland Hills UMC, 5835 Penrose, 

LGNA SUMMER SOCIAL
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In April several LGNA residents attended meetings to discuss 
concerns about valet parking on Lowest Greenville. Also 
represented were residents of Vickery Place and the Lowest 
Greenville West areas. 

Residents were concerned that the valets are taking up a large 
number of the free parallel parking spaces and that they create  
a hazard by infringing on the traffic right of way. Also there was  
little or no public information on the logistics of the program or who 
is involved.

One meeting was held at City Hall with neighborhood 
representatives, Lowest Greenville business owners, Pame 
La Ashford of Dallas Parking Services & Enforcement, and 
Councilmember Philip Kingston. 

• There are two “communal” valet stands on Lowest Greenville. 
Either businesses or property owners can apply for a permit, but 
the Lowest Greenville ones are permitted to two property owners 
– Madison Partners and Andres Brothers. The permit holders hire 
valet companies to do the actual work.

• If any valet activities are on public property, even if it’s crossing 
a street or alley, a permit must be obtained from the City.  
Valet parking that remains on private property does not need  
a permit.

• The permit holders rent the public parallel parking spaces for 
“maneuvering,” paying $200/year per space.

• When the City is issuing the permit, they don’t have to notify 
anyone of the location/permit except property owners within  
50 feet.

• Businesses were given the chance to “opt in” to the valet  
services, and they could refuse to participate. Businesses that use 
the valet service will pay the service.

• The Lowest Greenville valet parking plan has been referred to as 
a “pilot” program because it is the first such plan and may be 
implemented in other areas like Uptown or Bishop Arts.

• The valet services are complimentary, and there should be  
no charge.

• Citizens can submit complaints or report violations via 311. 
You must give specific time, date, and location. Otherwise 
parking-enforcement officers will check the time of your report, 
not the violation.

• Business owners are also anxious to know of violations, discourtesy, 
etc. since they are paying for the service.
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Sadly, board member Andrea Brashier has tendered her 
resignation from the board. Said Andrea, “Thank you for the 
opportunity to serve on the LGNA board since April 2014. I feel 
my energies are better used in another volunteering venture I am 
heavily involved in and am no longer able to devote the same 
level of energy to LGNA.

“Thank you for this opportunity to serve our neighborhood  
in this manner. I’ve really learned a lot and am grateful for  
the experience.”

Thank you for your service, Andrea!

LGNA OFFICERS 
(continued)

Property taxes in the City of Dallas are 
among the highest in the nation. Over 
50 LGNA-area folks came together in 
May to get some hints on lowering the 
property tax on their residences.

Cheryl Jordan, Community Relations 
Officer for the Dallas Central 
Appraisal District (DCAD), relayed 
some common-sense and interesting 
suggestions for lowering taxes on 
residential property. 

Spoiler alert: The deadline for protests 
is May 31 which has fallen before your newsletter is delivered. 
However, put these notes aside for a protest next year.

The tax is determined by value on January 1. You can protest 
between May 1 and May 31 if you believe that DCAD has over-
valued your property. If you fail to make the deadline, you can 
offer proof, such as hospitalization, of a reason for your delay. 
Call DCAD at 214-631-0910 to get exact information. 

One protest method is to go online to DallasCAD.org and click 
on Protest Process on the left side of the page. You can protest 
online. Another method is to make an appointment for an ARB 
hearing where a panel will determine the validity of your protest. 

The third, very effective, method is to have an informal review with 
an Appraisal District staff member. You can show up at the DCAD 
office at 2949 North Stemmons Freeway and wait for an appraiser’s 
schedule to free up. The closer to the May 31 deadline, the longer 
your wait.

Houses are divided into neighborhood areas, and you have to 
show them that your home is a lesser value than your neighbors. 
You must bring tangible proof of the condition of your house. 
Examples are estimate(s) of repair/replacement from legitimate 
companies, pictures of cracks or peeling paint (more than normal 
wear and tear), or a recent appraisal of your house. You can get 
an appraisal by contacting a registered real estate agent. Check 
DCAD’s square footage estimate; if it’s wrong bring a blueprint. Ms 
Jordan stresses, “Do not come empty handed.”

You can also receive several exemptions to reduce your tax bill. 

• You may qualify for a Homestead Exemption if you owned  
the property of your principal residence on January 1 and you 
have not claimed a residential homestead exemption on any 
other property.

• If you are age 65 or Older, you may qualify immediately for 
an exemption, but only for your homestead. If DCAD has your 
driver’s license info, the exemption should occur automatically; if 
not, contact them.

• A Disabled Person Exemption is available if you are unable to 
engage in any substantial gainful work for a continuous period of 
at least 12 months. You must meet the Social Security definition of 
a disabled person, and you must apply for this exemption.

• You may qualify for a Disabled Veteran exemption of the total 
appraised value of your residence homestead if you are a 
veteran with a disability incurred while serving in the armed 
forces. Surviving spouses and minor children of disabled veterans 
or members of the armed forces who was killed while on active 
duty may be eligible for an exemption.

Good luck!

PROPERTY TAX RELIEF

Bring your gently used stuffed toys to the July 27 Taco Dinner – one 
more opportunity to help LGNA’s Toys for Cops campaign. 

Dallas Police Department patrol cars carry stuffed toys for distribution 
to children who are distressed by traumatic events such as domestic 
violence or traffic accidents. DPD’s Central Patrol distributes close 
to 500 toys per year. To help in this effort, LGNA collects gently-used 
stuffed toys twice a year – a December collection with a second 
collection at mid-year. In previous years, area residents have been 
generous and compassionate at both collection times. But 500 is a 
lot of kids in need of reassurance. We need to continue the effort.

All your generosity is appreciated. Please clean out your closets for 
a win-win result – cleaner closets and happier kids. The toys don’t 
have to be large or collectable. Large toys are great, but all that’s 
needed is a small toy that can be cuddled by a frightened child.

If you’re unable to attend the July Taco Dinner, you can drop your 
contributions at 5843 Vanderbilt. A box will be on the front porch 
from July 20 through August 3.

TOYS FOR COPS 

One of the lesser-known non-profit services in Dallas is Interfaith 
Family Services, a faith-based agency whose mission is to empower 
families in crisis to break the cycle of poverty. Interfaith has several 
facilities in the East Dallas area that provide transitional housing for 
working poor families who are experiencing a housing crisis.

For over 30 years, Interfaith has provided transitional housing and 
accountability-driven support services for homeless families via 
apartments that the agency owns debt-free. They also provide 
after-school and summer programs for the homeless children.

Also provided are career coaching, financial coaching, and 
practical life-skills training to obtain viable employment and 
self-sufficiency for adults and play therapy for children to help 
restore self-worth. 

Interfaith Dallas has officially launched a $10M capital campaign 
to build a new Family Empowerment Center. The new center 
will serve an additional 200 families, including 200 additional 
children, each year. Interfaith’s vision is to provide extended-
hours, on-site child care, expand existing children’s programs, 
and increase their ability to provide financial coaching 
and career services to families in crisis.

Interfaith will be the only full-service family center of 
its kind in Dallas serving both parents and children 
simultaneously.

Go to InterfaithDallas.org for more information.

INTERFAITH FAMILY SERVICES

From long-time Dig This columnist Sara Wick… 

Time to get back to planting seeds of 
garden wisdom. A rainy spring followed  
by sunshine and the dirt calls for attention.  
I think mine is saying “save me from  
the weeds.” 

I would like to introduce Susan Flanagan, 
a master gardener who has volunteered 
countless hours to Robert E Lee’s science 

garden and will be a regular contributor to  
the Dig This column in the LGNA newsletter. 

Susan is asking for volunteers to keep the  
garden flourishing this summer. Here’s what  

she has to say…

         LGNA neighbors,  
         please help keep  
     Robert E. Lee garden  
         alive this summer! 

We need your help to water and keep the plants 
growing. We’re looking for parents or neighbors to 
take a single week to water two times that week. 

Come with a friend, spend about 1/2 hour to 45 
minutes watering and you are done! If each 
parent takes a week, we could ensure that 
our lovely garden stays alive and that the 
vegetables planted will be there for the  
children in fall.

 I will be there to show you where to  
water and answer any questions that you 
might have. 

Contact me at SFlanagan104@gmail.com  
or 972-669-0291.

Hope to hear from you!    
Ms. Flanagan – Dallas Master Gardener 

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT AND JOIN LGNA NOW! 
For more information and to join go to LGNA.NET/JOIN-IN



CRIME WATCH UPDATE

SOCIAL MEDIA SAFETY

DARREN DATTALO,  
CRIME WATCH COORDINATOR

Summer is here, school’s out, and 
many of us have vacations lined up. 

We love posting pics of all the fun we’re 
having and the great food we’re munching 

on in our favorite vacation spot. 

But your online activity is often available to the public 
and puts you at risk. If you post a pic of you at the Grand 
Canyon or you “check in” to a restaurant in San Francisco, 
you’re telling the world that you are out of town. 

There are privacy setting in many of these social media 
platforms that allow you to limit access to this information, 
but the overwhelming majority of people do not use 
them. While our neighborhood has not had any instances 
of home burglaries due to social media postings, it has 
happened elsewhere. 

Another risk factor is fitness applications which show the 
route you took on your morning run by displaying a map 
on your Facebook page. That post tells anyone looking 
where you live. If a bad guy were watching your profile 

LGNA LOWER
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NEIGHBORHOOD 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Patricia Carr | PRESIDENT 
214-821-2562

Gay Hopkins | VICE PRESIDENT 
214-827-4559

Pam Mueller | VICE PRESIDENT 
214-821-1554

Debbie Daniel | TREASURER 
214-821-0747

John Dailey | SECRETARY 
214-821-6324

 DIRECTORS
 Lilia Estrada 214-874-3259

 Michelle Foreman 214-394-2487

 David Jones 214-300-1894

   Ken Lampton 214-502-5858

 Alan Schonborn 214-823-4057

USEFUL NUMBERS

Darren Dattalo | CRIME WATCH 
214-476-8023 

Council Member Philip Kingston 
214-670-5415

DPD Officer Keith Allen 
214-671-3477

Sanitation / Bulk Trash 
214-670-3555

Code Compliance 
 214-670-5708

Animal Services Call 311

JULY • AUG 2016

 P.O. BOX 720067• DALLAS, TX  75372

BULK TRASH DATE
PICK UP: June 13-17 
EARLIEST SET-OUT: June 9  

 PICK UP: July 11-15 
EARLIEST SET-OUT: July 7

 PICK UP: Aug 8-12 
EARLIEST SET-OUT: Aug 4
Remember: The city has a zero  
tolerance for placing trash out  
prior to the earliest set-out date. 
Don’t get stuck with a fine for  
missing the date.

LOG ON TO  
LGNA.NET    
for information 
and updates.

UPCOMING EVENT
 WHEN Wednesday, July 27 
  7:00 pm

 WHERE Greenland Hills UMC 
  5835 Penrose

 WHAT Taco Dinner

Find out what’s going on.  
Like Us on FACEBOOK

By popular demand, the Lower Greenville Neighborhood Association annual summer social will 
return on Wednesday, July 27, at 7:00 p.m. at Greenland Hills UMC, Penrose and Delmar. Last 
year’s dinner drew over 100 neighbors, and this year’s is expected to be just as popular.

The summer social is open to all LGNA-area residents. Families with children are welcome. Bring 
your family and your appetites. 

The menu is different this year. LGNA will provide tacos and fixings. Please bring a side dish 
to share with your LGNA neighbors, whether it’s your family’s favorite salad, Aunt Suzie’s corn 
casserole, or Kroger deli’s potato salad. 

Also by popular demand, we’ll be repeating the dessert contest. Neighborhood businesses have 
donated prizes to award the winners. Winners will be selected by votes of those sampling the 
desserts. All those who want to highlight their baking/cooking skills, please prepare your favorite 
dessert and show off your talents. Everyone, come prepared to sample all the dessert entries. It’s 
our neighborhood duty to give all entrants an even chance in the voting. 

City officials and staff have been invited to share dinner with us. 

(CONTINUED  INSIDE)

Summer is here, and as sure as the temperature 
climbs to triple digits, so too do the number of 
open-garage offenses. Bicycles and tools are 
the are among the most commonly pilfered property items. 

Did I mention bicycles as a sought-after item? Seriously, the 
number of bicycles stolen from LGNA residents is astounding. 
These types of crimes are usually classified as burglaries. When you 
hear “crime of opportunity” mentioned, this is the quintessential 
definition. 

Open garages, even for only a few minutes, present thieves with 
a valuable, sought-after target – your bicycle. While many of the 
bicycles are “high end” models, the thieves don’t care. They will 
take whatever the opportunity affords them. 

I understand how easy it is to lose track of securing the garage. 
Projects that seem as though they will only take a few minutes 
when started turn into something more complicated. So you go 
inside to look for the scissors, look on the internet for a solution 
to the unexpected complication, take a phone call, or hydrate 
yourself with a cool drink. 

You know it is a hassle to secure the garage, especially only 
being gone “a second.” We convince ourselves that we will only 
be away from the garage for “a couple minutes” when in fact it 
takes a little longer and the thief has taken your property. 

I’ll be the first to admit that you SHOULD be able to have your 
property remain in place, but the reality is you just can’t. So 
please stay cool, be aware of your surroundings, and secure 
your garage. 

GARAGES

KEITH ALLEN
DALLAS POLICE

WHAT’S IN IT FOR ME?
The Lower Greenville Neighborhood Association is much 
more than the annual check you write for membership or the 
newsletter you receive on your doorstep. It is a community 
of dedicated members and leaders who, since the 1980s, 
have been loving this neighborhood and working to ensure 
its future.

What We Do
•LGNA communicates with neighborhood, civic, and City 

entities to ensure a strong relationship at City Hall and in the 
LGNA community.

•LGNA works with neighbors to identify, encourage, and 
promote interests and concerns of the neighborhood.

•LGNA works to promote desirable development within and 
adjacent to our boundaries.

•LGNA represents residents as a vital voice in our community 
and the City of Dallas.

How We Do It
•The LGNA Newsletter is delivered six times yearly by 

dedicated LGNA volunteers to over 2,500 LGNA residents. 
And we’re always looking for new faces to help deliver!

•LGNA Crime Watch is coordinated by Darren Dattalo who 
emails important information about safety and crime 
activities that occur in our area. Email him at CrimeWatch@
LGNA.net to get on Darren’s mailing list.

•Extended Neighborhood Patrol is a program coordinated 
through the DPD to raise police presence and reduce 
crime in our neighborhood. Among the benefits included is 
patrolling your home when you’re away or on vacation. Go 
to LGNA.net, click on Crime Watch and then on Extended 
Neighborhood Patrol for more information.

LGNA SUMMER SOCIAL  
TACO DINNER 

information and 
determined that 
you are a single 
female living alone, 
well, now he’s got 
your address. 

What about identity theft? Do you give you pet’s name out 
on Facebook? How about your birthday? Most medical 
records are now restricted by giving your birthday. Birthdays 
and pet names are among the most common words used as 
passwords to more important accounts like your bank. Don’t 
use anything for a password that might be gleaned from the 
personal information you give up on Facebook. 

My recommendations would be to set your profile to “Friends 
Only” to limit what goes out to the world. Secondly, only 
provide the required information when setting up a social 
media account. Avoid any optional information. Third, only 
accept friend requests from people you know, never from a 
stranger even if they have mutual friends. 

The annual meeting of the Lower Greenville Neighborhood 
Association, held in conjunction with the May informational 
event, featured the re-election of three board members – 
Debbie Daniel, Gay Hopkins, and David Jones. LGNA voting 
members were mailed a proxy ballot that contained the three 
board members nominated for reelection as well as space for 
write-in candidates. 

In an incredible show of neighborhood support, over 50% of the 
ballots were returned – an excellent response when compared 
to the recent City Council elections where less than 10% of 
registered voters turned out. Especially gratifying to your LGNA 
board were those ballots that were returned with comments 
such as “Thank you all for jobs well done.” Thank you!

While every resident of our area, Ross to Mockingbird and 
Greenville to Skillman, is a member of LGNA, dues-paying 
households enjoy voting membership. If you didn’t receive a 
proxy ballot, consider clipping the membership coupon in this 
newsletter or using PayPal at www.LGNA.net so that you can 
enjoy larger participation in LGNA. Annual dues are a very 
reasonable $20 per household with only $5 for residents 65+.

As is common with many non-profit organizations, the 
eleven-member volunteer board later elected officers for the 
coming twelve months. All officers were re-elected, and you 
can see the roster of officers on page one of this newsletter.

LGNA OFFICERS

  APRIL 2016 MAY 2016  

Home Break-ins 0 1 

Car Break-ins 7 4 

Robberies 1 0 

Auto Theft 0  3 

(CONTINUED  INSIDE)

•The LGNA Website and Face Book page have interesting 
articles, timely neighborhood information and hot topics of 
interest. Check it out!

•LGNA Membership Events, held six times yearly, are a 
great way to meet and greet neighbors, share ideas and 
concerns, assist with projects, and learn from interesting 
speakers.

•LGNA coordinates with other area NAs to plan and present 
the annual National Night Out at Tietze Park in early 
October. This family-friendly event always draws a large 
crowd for fun activities, great food and conversation.

•LGNA Neighborhood Outreach – LGNA reaches out to 
nearby organizations, schools, and public entities to provide 
opportunities for service or needed donations. 

How Can I Help?
•Get involved! Becoming an active participant of LGNA 

helps ensure the vitality, strength, and success of LGNA and 
our neighborhood.

•Volunteer! Deliver the LGNA Newsletters or Welcome 
Packets, help set-up for a membership event, help manage 
the Website, assist with St. Patrick’s or NNO preparations, 
write a newsletter article. What are your talents and 
strengths? Ask where you can help.

• Join In! LGNA NEEDS YOU! You can support the initiatives, 
services, and activities of this organization by becoming 
a member of LGNA through annual dues payment. A 
membership form is included in this newsletter, or you can 
“join in” through PayPal. 

• Contact Membership@LGNA.net to renew your membership 
or to check on the status of your membership.

Thank you for your support of LGNA!
Debbie Daniel

EXTRA, EXTRA – READ ALL ABOUT IT

A big shout out to those who give of their valuable time six times a year to help spread the Lower Greenville Neighborhood 
Association newsletter. From the print shop to the front doorsteps of LGNA residents, your volunteer commitment is invaluable! 

Thanks to delivery coordinator David Jones and the following troops: 

Victor Aves    •    Carol Canada    •    J.B. Casse    •    Natalie Clarkson    •    Erin Embry    •    Diane Evans
BJ & Becky Fineman    •    Karen Gautreaux    •    Angelique Hamilton    •    Ramon Hubbell    •    Jenifer Johnston 
Elizabeth Jones    •    Lara Kuonen    •    Lisa Maddox    •    Laura & Todd McCavit    •    MaryAnn McClung
Liz Pope    •    Elise Pullman    •    Mary Salter    •    Charles & Pat Salvaggio    •    Alan Schonborn    •    Karen Stone  
Theravan    •    Paula Turicchi    •    Kyle Turman

If your Fitbit needs a few extra steps, consider joining the volunteer delivery corps. It’s only four blocks  
every other month, but you’ll be helping your neighborhood and your health. Additional volunteers are needed.  

Contact Director1@LGNA.net to offer your services.

The LGNA newsletter now features advertising 
from neighborhood businesses. Our full-color 
newsletter is delivered to 2,700 households 
in the LGNA area. If you’re interested in 
showcasing your business at a nominal rate, 
contact Advertising@LGNA.net

ADVERTISING IN THE LGNA NEWSLETTER


