CRIME WATCH UPDATE
HOLIDAY TIPS FROM
THE BBB AVOID DELIVERY THIEVES
Track your packages: Follow shipments from the seller to your front
door with online, text message or phone call tracking offered
through the delivery company. Sign up for alerts to be notified of
delays or exceptions and when the package has been delivered.
Be available for delivery: Track packages and arrange to
be available during estimated delivery times, have a trusted
friend or neighbor pick up the packages in a timely manner
after delivery or ship to your work address (pending company
approval). Package delivery thieves have been known to follow
delivery trucks around town, stealing packages immediately after
delivery. If you can’t arrange for pickup shortly after delivery,
keep reading for alternative safe delivery tips!
Request a signature: This package delivery feature will likely come
with a fee, but without a recipient’s signature, the delivery service
won’t be able to leave a package exposed on a doorstep.
Personalize delivery: Schedule a certain day and/or time for your
package delivery, including evenings and weekends or provide
specific instructions on where a package should be placed to
keep the delivery hidden from public view. Consumers can also
request a package be held at a delivery center or shipped to
a retailer’s nearest store location for in-person pickup. Fees for
personalization do vary by delivery service.
Use your credit card: When making purchases online, use your
credit card rather than a debit card or another form of payment.
Credit card companies are more likely to offer refunds in the
event of theft.
Insure valuable items: Purchase delivery insurance to protect
merchandise against loss or damage. Contact your local police
department if you do become a victim of package theft.
Consumers waiting on presents to arrive should also be aware of
fake package delivery emails claiming there is an issue with your
latest purchase. Attachments and links associated with these
phishing scams likely contain a virus and are designed to steal
shoppers’ personal and financial information.
UPS and FEDEX both have great websites and all you need to
know when receiving and sending a package.

COMMUNITY

THANKSGIVING
DINNER
On November 20 three neighborhood
associations – Lower Greenville, Lakewood
Heights, and Wilshire Heights – joined Skillman Church
of Christ to host a community potluck dinner. The event was
LGNA’s traditional November meeting.
The church and neighborhood associations provided turkey and
ham, drinks, and plenty of forks and napkins. Neighbors brought
side dishes or desserts. A tradition since 2003, the gathering
annually brings together church members, area residents, and
invited police officers and firefighters.
Thanks!

NEW PLANS FOR THE
GREENVILLE/BELMONT
INTERSECTION
You may have been one of the many people wondering
what happened at the old Vickery Towers location at
Greenville and Belmont. There were publicized plans for a new
residential development, discussion of a cell tower to replace
the equipment on the roof of the building, and clearing of
the property including demolition of the building. And then,
nothing for months.
City Plan Commissioner Mark Rieves (who’s also a resident of the
Vickery Place neighborhood) also wondered and followed up,
providing information to the area’s neighborhood associations
and residents.
The property has been purchased by Trammel Crow
Residential. The property’s previous owners, Columbia Pacific
Advisors, have two new assisted
living
developments
under
construction and felt that the
Vickery Towers site was too
much burden and not the type
of project that they normally do.
So they sold.
The City’s planning department says that the construction
permits were issued in early October. Trammel Crow Residential
(TCR) says that they plan to break ground in December.
The current plans are to retain the same basic structure as
before, with the 8.3-acre property to be rebuilt as residential
with no plan for commercial businesses. Parking will be on a
single-level below-ground lot with no ground-level parking lots.
Approximately 50-60 townhomes will be built in a ring along the
edges of the property. The center of the property will contain a
three-story building – the same height as the previous building.
The central facility will contain 350-400 apartments.
There are plans to change the architectural style from MidCentury Modern to Craftsman to better fit the style of the area.
When the central building is completed, the current cell tower
equipment now on Belmont will move to the rooftop, and the
tower will be removed.
Commissioner Rieves has arranged for meetings between the
property’s developers, nearby residents, and neighborhood
leaders.
In further concerns about the Greenville/Belmont intersection,
the City’s planning department tells us that the owners of the
former Shell station property have withdrawn their previous
application for the Celtic Gardens/’Merica Gardens restaurant
and re-submitted plans for a restaurant called Don Chingon.
The review of the new plans showed deficiencies, and the City
asked the applicant to provide corrections.
Across the street at the former WalMart location, there is no
word at this time of any future development.

THANK YOU
I want to say Thank You to a lot of
people. In October, we had our biggest
National Night ever. For us, this event is a
general health and safety themed event, but
its birth at a national level was through crime watches.
We had well over 1,000 people at the event. It was fun, festive, and
I got to see lots of neighbors interacting, making friends, catching
up on folks they hadn’t seen in a while, and just generally being
neighborly. For all who came out, thank you.

KEITH ALLEN
DALLAS POLICE

DARREN DATTALO,
CRIME WATCH COORDINATOR

We also had a great team of volunteers from LGNA, Lakewood
Heights and the Friends of Tietze Park Foundation. A small team
started about 3 months before the event, and dozens showed up
the day of the event to help with set-up and coordination. We also
had about two dozen local merchants from the neighborhood that
donated goods, services and funds to make the event a success.
Events like this create the bonds we need as neighbors to better
watch out for each other. For me this is what Crime Watch is about
– neighbors working together to make their neighborhood a better
place to live.
Whether you were a sponsor, a volunteer or just attended the event,
Thank You.

Yes, it is costlier to rent a box at any of the ubiquitous postal
businesses. Yes, it might be considered odd to ask your employer
if you can have a package received at your work address.
Certainly, it is a pain to remember that the shipping address is
different than the mailing/credit card billing address. Absolutely,
it’s more inconvenient to require a signature for delivery.
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What is the value to you for all that compared
to the possibility of the package being stolen?
Recently while patrolling the neighborhood,
I was flagged down by a neighbor on Lewis
Street who interrupted a package theft on La Vista Street. The
value of the package was $40,000.00.
I wish that the kindness exhibited was possible for everyone who
receives a package. We are all fortunate that we have choices
and can decide what is best for us. Read elsewhere in this
newsletter about tips from the BBB to avoid delivery thieves.

Have a great holiday season.
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LGNA BOARD CHANGES

David Jones
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It is with sadness that we say good-by to Alan Schonborn from the
LGNA Board of Directors. Alan will be moving to Austin to take a
new position with the State. Thank you, Alan, and good luck with
your new endeavors.

Ken Lampton

214-502-5858

Art and his wife Nicole have two daughters, Sienna and Lila.

NEIGHBORHOOD

Patricia Carr | PRESIDENT
214-821-2562

Michelle Foreman 214-394-2487

It’s with great pride and pleasure that we welcome Art Carrillo
as the newest member of the board. Art has lived in the LGNA
area for 13 years and has been a realtor for twelve years. He
opened Texas Urban Living six years ago, as he says, “to serve
our wonderful diverse neighborhood.” He adds that he’s looking
forward to helping serve the community further through LGNA.

GREENVILLE

Gay Hopkins | VICE PRESIDENT
214-827-4559

SAFE PACKAGES

Most of us are reading on local media about UPS or FedEx
packages stolen from front porches. It is a good idea to ask
questions about the value of having packages shipped to a
more secure location than your front porch.
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Council Member Philip Kingston
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Animal Services Call 311

Find out what’s going on.
Like Us on FACEBOOK
P.O. BOX 720067• DALLAS, TX 75372

Hundreds of National Night Out visitors took time to sign the giant “We Back the Blue” banner.
The 4’x8’ banner, printed courtesy of the UPS Store at Greenville and Mockingbird, allowed
plenty of room for folks to pen their messages to the police department. The picture shows only
a fraction of the banner.
Neighborhood representatives will be meeting with DPD to
present this example of our gratitude.

HOLIDAY SHARING

UPCOMING EVENT

Enjoy the holidays!

FIRE STATION BASKETS / TOYS FOR COPS

Saturday, December 17 brings two opportunities to boost your
holiday spirit.
For the eleventh year, the Lower Greenville Neighborhood
Association will be collecting Christmas goodies for the firefighters
at Station 17. It’s our way of saying “Thanks for watching out for
us.” Bring your cookies, brownies, chips & salsa, or any other
holiday treats – either homemade or purchased – and we’ll
assemble a basket for each of the three shifts and deliver the
baskets. Previous years have seen donations of non-food items
such as supermarket gift cards, games, and DVDs, and the
firefighters were delighted.
Again this year, we’ll be collecting gently used stuffed toys for the
Dallas Police Department. DPD officers keep stuffed toys in their
patrol cars to give to frightened children involved in domestic
violence calls or car accidents. This is a great opportunity to
participate in a compassionate effort while removing some of
the clutter from your home.
(CONTINUED INSIDE)

BULK TRASH DATE
PICK UP: Nov 14-18
EARLIEST SET-OUT: Nov 10
PICK UP: Dec 12-16
EARLIEST SET-OUT: Dec 8
PICK UP: Jan 9-13
EARLIEST SET-OUT: Jan 5
Remember: The city has a zero
tolerance for placing trash out
prior to the earliest set-out date.
Don’t get stuck with a fine for
missing the date.
LOG ON TO

LGNA.NET

for information
and updates.

KEEP YOU AND YOUR DOG
SAFE WHEN WALKING

FUN NIGHT WITH FRIENDS

From Dallas Animal Control, tips to keep you, your pet, and your
neighbors safe.
• Always keep your pets leashed.
• Carry your phone and call 911 if you are attacked or are
concerned for your immediate safety.
• Carry an air horn with you. A blast of this noise may scare
off aggressing animals/people and will let neighbors know you
need assistance. (A long loud blast may also often break up a
dog fight).
• Be aware of your surroundings. Should you encounter
aggressive loose animals, items such as trash cans, lawn furniture,
fenced yards, parked vehicles and outdoor hoses may assist you.
National Night Out at Tietze Park on October 4 was again a
successful, fun event. Two neighborhood associations – Lower
Greenville and Lakewood Heights – joined with Friends of Tietze
Park Foundation to host the annual gathering.
Neighbors visited the 30+ exhibitors representing non-profit
groups, city services, churches, schools, and local businesses.
They took advantage of the face painters, two bounce houses,
and the hot dogs. Go to LGNA.net for more pictures of NNO.
Thanks to the local businesses and individuals who provided
support via advertising in the flyer that was distributed to residents
of the area and to those who provided support at the event.

• Walk in populated, well-traveled and well-lit areas. Walk
purposefully and know where you are at all times. Know your
neighborhood and where you are safe.

• If you see loose dogs ahead of you, or dogs that are agitated
at a fence line, try crossing the street or walking in another
direction to avoid them.
• Avoid approaching loose animals if you have your pet with you
and avoid interaction with three or more loose dogs whenever
possible.
• If you are walking your pet, loose dogs will approach other
dogs. If you have a small dog, quickly pick him up and start
moving away from the loose dogs.
• Keep in mind that dogs can be startled by loud noise or fast
movement – so do not scream or run.
• Report non-urgent violations, such as loose dogs, using the
311 “app” that can be downloaded from dallascityhall.com/
services/311. Reports can be filed quickly from your phone and
provide information to help DAS pinpoint areas of heavy loose
dog activity.
Call 311 for service requests, and always call 911 in an emergency.

DiD yoU know?

Free massages from Amy Marshall Holt and Massage Elite
Hot dogs provided by Matt’s Rancho Martinez and US. Foods
Water provided by Veritex Bank

DPD CENTRAL PATROL CHANGES

Ice provided by 7-Eleven

Deputy Chief John Lawton has been promoted to Assistant Chief
and is now stationed at Jack Evans headquarters. Major Lonzo
Anderson has been promoted to Deputy Chief and now leads
Central Patrol.

Free keys duplicated by Cox Lock & Key
Boy Scout troop 245 and a phalanx of neighborhood volunteers

TIETZE PARK
(continued)

HOLIDAY SHARING
FIRE STATION BASKETS / TOYS FOR COPS

In July LGNA neighbors collected 188 Toys for Cops. Central
Division Chief John Lawton told us, “Thank you to the LGNA for
the donation. There are a lot of appreciative children because of
your commitment to the community.”

!

In October Friends of Tietze Park Foundation announced a ribboncutting ceremony and festivities to celebrate the installation of
new fitness equipment at the park. Park Board member Paul Sims
officiated at the ribbon-cutting. The non-profit foundation has
donated over $40,000 of improvements to Tietze Park over the past
ten years.

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT AND JOIN NOW!

Saturday, December 17 – bring your stuffed toys and holiday
goody donations to 5843 Vanderbilt between 10am and 2pm,
and we’ll deliver them to Central Patrol and the fire station. If
you’re unable to come by on Saturday, a box will be on the porch
for toys and non-perishable fire station donations on Thursday
and Friday, December 15-16.
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phone:

AJ & Associates
Insurance Brokerage
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Arastu Jahanbin
214-800-2872

www.ajainsurance.com
"The most appropriate coverage
at the most competitive price!"
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email:

Please choose all that apply:
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Join LGNA ($20/yr, $5 for 65+)

n

Add me to the Crime Watch
Email List

n

Please contact me about
Volunteering

Join Expanded Neighborhood
Patrol ($200/yr, $150 for 65+)

Please print clearly! Email addresses are required to receive neighborhood alerts. Personal information is not shared with any outside group
or used for any other purpose. Receipts will be furnished upon request. Checks for LGNA membership should be made out to LGNA. For
Extended Neighborhood Patrol membership, checks should be made out to LGNA-ENP. Please provide separate checks if possible.

Mail this form and check payable to LGNA or LGNA-ENP to: PO Box 720067, Dallas, TX 75372 (or bring it to the next LGNA meeting).

Pay Pal Now Available: LGNA has made it a little easier for you to become a member. We’ve added PayPal to the
LGNA website. On the site, you’ll see two buttons, one for regular membership and one for seniors (65+). If you have a
PayPal account, you can use that directly. If not, you can skip that step and proceed directly to a credit card processing
page. LGNA does not receive your credit card information, only the contact information. There is no surcharge added to
the regular $20 per household membership ($5 for seniors).

HOLIDAY
SHOPPING TIPS
The Dallas Police Department has provided some good ideas about
staying safe while shopping over the busy holidays. Whether you
are doing Christmas shopping or preparing for a holiday gathering,
shoppers are reminded to be alert of their surroundings.
• Always try to walk to and from your vehicle with another person. If
you are shopping alone, consider walking near other shoppers in the
parking lot.
• Shop with friends or relatives if possible; there is safety in numbers.
If you are leaving a store late at night and/or feel unsafe, do not
hesitate to ask for a security officer or employee to accompany you
to your vehicle.
• Inside a store or mall, avoid dark hallways and backroom areas.
Avoid using restrooms that are in isolated locations of buildings.
Always accompany your child(ren) to the restroom facility.
• When using a shopping cart to transport small children, ensure
that they are properly secured by following the directions indicated
at the rear of the cart. Do not leave children unattended in carts
or allow them to ride in the basket area.
• A male should carry his wallet in the front pocket of his
pants, rather than in a back pocket or in a jacket. A female
should hold her purse close to her body, with the opening
facing towards her; when walking with another person,
the purse should be held between the two.
• Consolidate purchases into one or two bags so you
can keep track of everything. Never leave purchases
unattended, even for a few minutes.
• Shoppers are often forced to park further away
from buildings during the holiday shopping season,
sometimes in poorly lit areas. Now that there is less
daylight you’re likely to find yourself entering the
building while the sun is up and leaving after dark. If
forced to park away from the building, park in a highly
traveled area with security lighting present.
• Place purchases in the trunk or cargo area of your vehicle
so they are out of the sight of thieves. Avoid leaving valuables
in the passenger compartment of your vehicle.
• Handle bank and credit cards as if they were cash and
memorize your PIN codes.
• If you withdraw money from an ATM, ensure it is in a highly visible
location. For withdrawals made after dark, it is recommended that
you have someone accompany you and avoid making large cash
withdrawals. Minimize time spent at the ATM by being prepared to
make the withdrawal and immediately leaving the area. Avoid using
the ATM if you see anyone loitering near the machine or approaching
your location in a suspicious manner.

It’s that time of the year!

You picked the perfect pine, and now the holiday
is over and it’s time to dispose of your Christmas
tree? Or is it?
On second thought, you may want to enjoy that
tree a little longer but just want it out of the house.
Consider moving it outside and decorating it with
edible ornaments for the birds.
This is a great activity if you have small children or just
enjoy watching the birds in your back yard. A quick
on-line search will give you step-by-step instructions for
making such delicacies as Peanut Butter Pinecones,
Birdseed Orange Feeders, Popcorn and Cranberry
Garlands, Dehydrated Fruit and a variety of Suet Feeders.
Set your tree up so it’s visible from a favorite window and
the birds will entertain you for hours.
A favorite childhood book, “The Night Tree” by Eve
Bunting, will fit well with this kid-friendly activity. It’s about
a family that decorates the same tree in the forest every
year. They home-make and hang edible ornaments for the
animals and share a cup of hot chocolate under the stars.
This could be the start of your own family tradition.
When you are finally ready to get rid of that tree or if the
idea of decorating it a second time is not your cup of tea,
you can check with the City of Dallas website for disposing
of your Christmas trees in 2016.
In past years, the City of Dallas partnered with Home
Depot for Christmas Tree Recycling to turn it into mulch.
Check with your local Home Depot or the City of Dallas
to see if this program will be offered in 2016/17.
If you missed the recycling dates you can always leave
the tree curbside for your streets regularly scheduled
bulk trash pick-up.

May you have a blessed
and safe holiday season.

ADVERTISING IN THE LGNA NEWSLETTER
The LGNA newsletter now features advertising from
neighborhood businesses. Our full-color newsletter is
delivered to 2,700 households in the LGNA area. If you’re
interested in showcasing your business at a nominal rate,
contact Advertising@LGNA.net

sara wick
Send your gardening questions to Sara
by email at: DigThis@LGNA.net
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delays or exceptions and when the package has been delivered.
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be available during estimated delivery times, have a trusted
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approval). Package delivery thieves have been known to follow
delivery trucks around town, stealing packages immediately after
delivery. If you can’t arrange for pickup shortly after delivery,
keep reading for alternative safe delivery tips!
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with a fee, but without a recipient’s signature, the delivery service
won’t be able to leave a package exposed on a doorstep.
Personalize delivery: Schedule a certain day and/or time for your
package delivery, including evenings and weekends or provide
specific instructions on where a package should be placed to
keep the delivery hidden from public view. Consumers can also
request a package be held at a delivery center or shipped to
a retailer’s nearest store location for in-person pickup. Fees for
personalization do vary by delivery service.
Use your credit card: When making purchases online, use your
credit card rather than a debit card or another form of payment.
Credit card companies are more likely to offer refunds in the
event of theft.
Insure valuable items: Purchase delivery insurance to protect
merchandise against loss or damage. Contact your local police
department if you do become a victim of package theft.
Consumers waiting on presents to arrive should also be aware of
fake package delivery emails claiming there is an issue with your
latest purchase. Attachments and links associated with these
phishing scams likely contain a virus and are designed to steal
shoppers’ personal and financial information.
UPS and FEDEX both have great websites and all you need to
know when receiving and sending a package.
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On November 20 three neighborhood
associations – Lower Greenville, Lakewood
Heights, and Wilshire Heights – joined Skillman Church
of Christ to host a community potluck dinner. The event was
LGNA’s traditional November meeting.
The church and neighborhood associations provided turkey and
ham, drinks, and plenty of forks and napkins. Neighbors brought
side dishes or desserts. A tradition since 2003, the gathering
annually brings together church members, area residents, and
invited police officers and firefighters.
Thanks!

NEW PLANS FOR THE
GREENVILLE/BELMONT
INTERSECTION
You may have been one of the many people wondering
what happened at the old Vickery Towers location at
Greenville and Belmont. There were publicized plans for a new
residential development, discussion of a cell tower to replace
the equipment on the roof of the building, and clearing of
the property including demolition of the building. And then,
nothing for months.
City Plan Commissioner Mark Rieves (who’s also a resident of the
Vickery Place neighborhood) also wondered and followed up,
providing information to the area’s neighborhood associations
and residents.
The property has been purchased by Trammel Crow
Residential. The property’s previous owners, Columbia Pacific
Advisors, have two new assisted
living
developments
under
construction and felt that the
Vickery Towers site was too
much burden and not the type
of project that they normally do.
So they sold.
The City’s planning department says that the construction
permits were issued in early October. Trammel Crow Residential
(TCR) says that they plan to break ground in December.
The current plans are to retain the same basic structure as
before, with the 8.3-acre property to be rebuilt as residential
with no plan for commercial businesses. Parking will be on a
single-level below-ground lot with no ground-level parking lots.
Approximately 50-60 townhomes will be built in a ring along the
edges of the property. The center of the property will contain a
three-story building – the same height as the previous building.
The central facility will contain 350-400 apartments.
There are plans to change the architectural style from MidCentury Modern to Craftsman to better fit the style of the area.
When the central building is completed, the current cell tower
equipment now on Belmont will move to the rooftop, and the
tower will be removed.
Commissioner Rieves has arranged for meetings between the
property’s developers, nearby residents, and neighborhood
leaders.
In further concerns about the Greenville/Belmont intersection,
the City’s planning department tells us that the owners of the
former Shell station property have withdrawn their previous
application for the Celtic Gardens/’Merica Gardens restaurant
and re-submitted plans for a restaurant called Don Chingon.
The review of the new plans showed deficiencies, and the City
asked the applicant to provide corrections.
Across the street at the former WalMart location, there is no
word at this time of any future development.

THANK YOU
I want to say Thank You to a lot of
people. In October, we had our biggest
National Night ever. For us, this event is a
general health and safety themed event, but
its birth at a national level was through crime watches.
We had well over 1,000 people at the event. It was fun, festive, and
I got to see lots of neighbors interacting, making friends, catching
up on folks they hadn’t seen in a while, and just generally being
neighborly. For all who came out, thank you.

KEITH ALLEN
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We also had a great team of volunteers from LGNA, Lakewood
Heights and the Friends of Tietze Park Foundation. A small team
started about 3 months before the event, and dozens showed up
the day of the event to help with set-up and coordination. We also
had about two dozen local merchants from the neighborhood that
donated goods, services and funds to make the event a success.
Events like this create the bonds we need as neighbors to better
watch out for each other. For me this is what Crime Watch is about
– neighbors working together to make their neighborhood a better
place to live.
Whether you were a sponsor, a volunteer or just attended the event,
Thank You.

Yes, it is costlier to rent a box at any of the ubiquitous postal
businesses. Yes, it might be considered odd to ask your employer
if you can have a package received at your work address.
Certainly, it is a pain to remember that the shipping address is
different than the mailing/credit card billing address. Absolutely,
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What is the value to you for all that compared
to the possibility of the package being stolen?
Recently while patrolling the neighborhood,
I was flagged down by a neighbor on Lewis
Street who interrupted a package theft on La Vista Street. The
value of the package was $40,000.00.
I wish that the kindness exhibited was possible for everyone who
receives a package. We are all fortunate that we have choices
and can decide what is best for us. Read elsewhere in this
newsletter about tips from the BBB to avoid delivery thieves.

Have a great holiday season.
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Hundreds of National Night Out visitors took time to sign the giant “We Back the Blue” banner.
The 4’x8’ banner, printed courtesy of the UPS Store at Greenville and Mockingbird, allowed
plenty of room for folks to pen their messages to the police department. The picture shows only
a fraction of the banner.
Neighborhood representatives will be meeting with DPD to
present this example of our gratitude.
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Enjoy the holidays!

FIRE STATION BASKETS / TOYS FOR COPS

Saturday, December 17 brings two opportunities to boost your
holiday spirit.
For the eleventh year, the Lower Greenville Neighborhood
Association will be collecting Christmas goodies for the firefighters
at Station 17. It’s our way of saying “Thanks for watching out for
us.” Bring your cookies, brownies, chips & salsa, or any other
holiday treats – either homemade or purchased – and we’ll
assemble a basket for each of the three shifts and deliver the
baskets. Previous years have seen donations of non-food items
such as supermarket gift cards, games, and DVDs, and the
firefighters were delighted.
Again this year, we’ll be collecting gently used stuffed toys for the
Dallas Police Department. DPD officers keep stuffed toys in their
patrol cars to give to frightened children involved in domestic
violence calls or car accidents. This is a great opportunity to
participate in a compassionate effort while removing some of
the clutter from your home.
(CONTINUED INSIDE)

BULK TRASH DATE
PICK UP: Nov 14-18
EARLIEST SET-OUT: Nov 10
PICK UP: Dec 12-16
EARLIEST SET-OUT: Dec 8
PICK UP: Jan 9-13
EARLIEST SET-OUT: Jan 5
Remember: The city has a zero
tolerance for placing trash out
prior to the earliest set-out date.
Don’t get stuck with a fine for
missing the date.
LOG ON TO

LGNA.NET

for information
and updates.

KEEP YOU AND YOUR DOG
SAFE WHEN WALKING
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From Dallas Animal Control, tips to keep you, your pet, and your
neighbors safe.
• Always keep your pets leashed.
• Carry your phone and call 911 if you are attacked or are
concerned for your immediate safety.
• Carry an air horn with you. A blast of this noise may scare
off aggressing animals/people and will let neighbors know you
need assistance. (A long loud blast may also often break up a
dog fight).
• Be aware of your surroundings. Should you encounter
aggressive loose animals, items such as trash cans, lawn furniture,
fenced yards, parked vehicles and outdoor hoses may assist you.
National Night Out at Tietze Park on October 4 was again a
successful, fun event. Two neighborhood associations – Lower
Greenville and Lakewood Heights – joined with Friends of Tietze
Park Foundation to host the annual gathering.
Neighbors visited the 30+ exhibitors representing non-profit
groups, city services, churches, schools, and local businesses.
They took advantage of the face painters, two bounce houses,
and the hot dogs. Go to LGNA.net for more pictures of NNO.
Thanks to the local businesses and individuals who provided
support via advertising in the flyer that was distributed to residents
of the area and to those who provided support at the event.

• Walk in populated, well-traveled and well-lit areas. Walk
purposefully and know where you are at all times. Know your
neighborhood and where you are safe.

• If you see loose dogs ahead of you, or dogs that are agitated
at a fence line, try crossing the street or walking in another
direction to avoid them.
• Avoid approaching loose animals if you have your pet with you
and avoid interaction with three or more loose dogs whenever
possible.
• If you are walking your pet, loose dogs will approach other
dogs. If you have a small dog, quickly pick him up and start
moving away from the loose dogs.
• Keep in mind that dogs can be startled by loud noise or fast
movement – so do not scream or run.
• Report non-urgent violations, such as loose dogs, using the
311 “app” that can be downloaded from dallascityhall.com/
services/311. Reports can be filed quickly from your phone and
provide information to help DAS pinpoint areas of heavy loose
dog activity.
Call 311 for service requests, and always call 911 in an emergency.

DiD yoU know?

Free massages from Amy Marshall Holt and Massage Elite
Hot dogs provided by Matt’s Rancho Martinez and US. Foods
Water provided by Veritex Bank

DPD CENTRAL PATROL CHANGES

Ice provided by 7-Eleven

Deputy Chief John Lawton has been promoted to Assistant Chief
and is now stationed at Jack Evans headquarters. Major Lonzo
Anderson has been promoted to Deputy Chief and now leads
Central Patrol.

Free keys duplicated by Cox Lock & Key
Boy Scout troop 245 and a phalanx of neighborhood volunteers

TIETZE PARK
(continued)

HOLIDAY SHARING
FIRE STATION BASKETS / TOYS FOR COPS

In July LGNA neighbors collected 188 Toys for Cops. Central
Division Chief John Lawton told us, “Thank you to the LGNA for
the donation. There are a lot of appreciative children because of
your commitment to the community.”

!

In October Friends of Tietze Park Foundation announced a ribboncutting ceremony and festivities to celebrate the installation of
new fitness equipment at the park. Park Board member Paul Sims
officiated at the ribbon-cutting. The non-profit foundation has
donated over $40,000 of improvements to Tietze Park over the past
ten years.

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT AND JOIN NOW!

Saturday, December 17 – bring your stuffed toys and holiday
goody donations to 5843 Vanderbilt between 10am and 2pm,
and we’ll deliver them to Central Patrol and the fire station. If
you’re unable to come by on Saturday, a box will be on the porch
for toys and non-perishable fire station donations on Thursday
and Friday, December 15-16.

name:
address:
phone:

AJ & Associates
Insurance Brokerage

AUTO * HOME * LIFE * BUSINESS

Arastu Jahanbin
214-800-2872

www.ajainsurance.com
"The most appropriate coverage
at the most competitive price!"

cell:
email:

Please choose all that apply:

n
n

Join LGNA ($20/yr, $5 for 65+)

n

Add me to the Crime Watch
Email List

n

Please contact me about
Volunteering

Join Expanded Neighborhood
Patrol ($200/yr, $150 for 65+)

Please print clearly! Email addresses are required to receive neighborhood alerts. Personal information is not shared with any outside group
or used for any other purpose. Receipts will be furnished upon request. Checks for LGNA membership should be made out to LGNA. For
Extended Neighborhood Patrol membership, checks should be made out to LGNA-ENP. Please provide separate checks if possible.

Mail this form and check payable to LGNA or LGNA-ENP to: PO Box 720067, Dallas, TX 75372 (or bring it to the next LGNA meeting).

Pay Pal Now Available: LGNA has made it a little easier for you to become a member. We’ve added PayPal to the
LGNA website. On the site, you’ll see two buttons, one for regular membership and one for seniors (65+). If you have a
PayPal account, you can use that directly. If not, you can skip that step and proceed directly to a credit card processing
page. LGNA does not receive your credit card information, only the contact information. There is no surcharge added to
the regular $20 per household membership ($5 for seniors).

HOLIDAY
SHOPPING TIPS
The Dallas Police Department has provided some good ideas about
staying safe while shopping over the busy holidays. Whether you
are doing Christmas shopping or preparing for a holiday gathering,
shoppers are reminded to be alert of their surroundings.
• Always try to walk to and from your vehicle with another person. If
you are shopping alone, consider walking near other shoppers in the
parking lot.
• Shop with friends or relatives if possible; there is safety in numbers.
If you are leaving a store late at night and/or feel unsafe, do not
hesitate to ask for a security officer or employee to accompany you
to your vehicle.
• Inside a store or mall, avoid dark hallways and backroom areas.
Avoid using restrooms that are in isolated locations of buildings.
Always accompany your child(ren) to the restroom facility.
• When using a shopping cart to transport small children, ensure
that they are properly secured by following the directions indicated
at the rear of the cart. Do not leave children unattended in carts
or allow them to ride in the basket area.
• A male should carry his wallet in the front pocket of his
pants, rather than in a back pocket or in a jacket. A female
should hold her purse close to her body, with the opening
facing towards her; when walking with another person,
the purse should be held between the two.
• Consolidate purchases into one or two bags so you
can keep track of everything. Never leave purchases
unattended, even for a few minutes.
• Shoppers are often forced to park further away
from buildings during the holiday shopping season,
sometimes in poorly lit areas. Now that there is less
daylight you’re likely to find yourself entering the
building while the sun is up and leaving after dark. If
forced to park away from the building, park in a highly
traveled area with security lighting present.
• Place purchases in the trunk or cargo area of your vehicle
so they are out of the sight of thieves. Avoid leaving valuables
in the passenger compartment of your vehicle.
• Handle bank and credit cards as if they were cash and
memorize your PIN codes.
• If you withdraw money from an ATM, ensure it is in a highly visible
location. For withdrawals made after dark, it is recommended that
you have someone accompany you and avoid making large cash
withdrawals. Minimize time spent at the ATM by being prepared to
make the withdrawal and immediately leaving the area. Avoid using
the ATM if you see anyone loitering near the machine or approaching
your location in a suspicious manner.

It’s that time of the year!

You picked the perfect pine, and now the holiday
is over and it’s time to dispose of your Christmas
tree? Or is it?
On second thought, you may want to enjoy that
tree a little longer but just want it out of the house.
Consider moving it outside and decorating it with
edible ornaments for the birds.
This is a great activity if you have small children or just
enjoy watching the birds in your back yard. A quick
on-line search will give you step-by-step instructions for
making such delicacies as Peanut Butter Pinecones,
Birdseed Orange Feeders, Popcorn and Cranberry
Garlands, Dehydrated Fruit and a variety of Suet Feeders.
Set your tree up so it’s visible from a favorite window and
the birds will entertain you for hours.
A favorite childhood book, “The Night Tree” by Eve
Bunting, will fit well with this kid-friendly activity. It’s about
a family that decorates the same tree in the forest every
year. They home-make and hang edible ornaments for the
animals and share a cup of hot chocolate under the stars.
This could be the start of your own family tradition.
When you are finally ready to get rid of that tree or if the
idea of decorating it a second time is not your cup of tea,
you can check with the City of Dallas website for disposing
of your Christmas trees in 2016.
In past years, the City of Dallas partnered with Home
Depot for Christmas Tree Recycling to turn it into mulch.
Check with your local Home Depot or the City of Dallas
to see if this program will be offered in 2016/17.
If you missed the recycling dates you can always leave
the tree curbside for your streets regularly scheduled
bulk trash pick-up.

May you have a blessed
and safe holiday season.

ADVERTISING IN THE LGNA NEWSLETTER
The LGNA newsletter now features advertising from
neighborhood businesses. Our full-color newsletter is
delivered to 2,700 households in the LGNA area. If you’re
interested in showcasing your business at a nominal rate,
contact Advertising@LGNA.net

sara wick
Send your gardening questions to Sara
by email at: DigThis@LGNA.net
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CRIME WATCH UPDATE
HOLIDAY TIPS FROM
THE BBB AVOID DELIVERY THIEVES
Track your packages: Follow shipments from the seller to your front
door with online, text message or phone call tracking offered
through the delivery company. Sign up for alerts to be notified of
delays or exceptions and when the package has been delivered.
Be available for delivery: Track packages and arrange to
be available during estimated delivery times, have a trusted
friend or neighbor pick up the packages in a timely manner
after delivery or ship to your work address (pending company
approval). Package delivery thieves have been known to follow
delivery trucks around town, stealing packages immediately after
delivery. If you can’t arrange for pickup shortly after delivery,
keep reading for alternative safe delivery tips!
Request a signature: This package delivery feature will likely come
with a fee, but without a recipient’s signature, the delivery service
won’t be able to leave a package exposed on a doorstep.
Personalize delivery: Schedule a certain day and/or time for your
package delivery, including evenings and weekends or provide
specific instructions on where a package should be placed to
keep the delivery hidden from public view. Consumers can also
request a package be held at a delivery center or shipped to
a retailer’s nearest store location for in-person pickup. Fees for
personalization do vary by delivery service.
Use your credit card: When making purchases online, use your
credit card rather than a debit card or another form of payment.
Credit card companies are more likely to offer refunds in the
event of theft.
Insure valuable items: Purchase delivery insurance to protect
merchandise against loss or damage. Contact your local police
department if you do become a victim of package theft.
Consumers waiting on presents to arrive should also be aware of
fake package delivery emails claiming there is an issue with your
latest purchase. Attachments and links associated with these
phishing scams likely contain a virus and are designed to steal
shoppers’ personal and financial information.
UPS and FEDEX both have great websites and all you need to
know when receiving and sending a package.

COMMUNITY

THANKSGIVING
DINNER
On November 20 three neighborhood
associations – Lower Greenville, Lakewood
Heights, and Wilshire Heights – joined Skillman Church
of Christ to host a community potluck dinner. The event was
LGNA’s traditional November meeting.
The church and neighborhood associations provided turkey and
ham, drinks, and plenty of forks and napkins. Neighbors brought
side dishes or desserts. A tradition since 2003, the gathering
annually brings together church members, area residents, and
invited police officers and firefighters.
Thanks!

NEW PLANS FOR THE
GREENVILLE/BELMONT
INTERSECTION
You may have been one of the many people wondering
what happened at the old Vickery Towers location at
Greenville and Belmont. There were publicized plans for a new
residential development, discussion of a cell tower to replace
the equipment on the roof of the building, and clearing of
the property including demolition of the building. And then,
nothing for months.
City Plan Commissioner Mark Rieves (who’s also a resident of the
Vickery Place neighborhood) also wondered and followed up,
providing information to the area’s neighborhood associations
and residents.
The property has been purchased by Trammel Crow
Residential. The property’s previous owners, Columbia Pacific
Advisors, have two new assisted
living
developments
under
construction and felt that the
Vickery Towers site was too
much burden and not the type
of project that they normally do.
So they sold.
The City’s planning department says that the construction
permits were issued in early October. Trammel Crow Residential
(TCR) says that they plan to break ground in December.
The current plans are to retain the same basic structure as
before, with the 8.3-acre property to be rebuilt as residential
with no plan for commercial businesses. Parking will be on a
single-level below-ground lot with no ground-level parking lots.
Approximately 50-60 townhomes will be built in a ring along the
edges of the property. The center of the property will contain a
three-story building – the same height as the previous building.
The central facility will contain 350-400 apartments.
There are plans to change the architectural style from MidCentury Modern to Craftsman to better fit the style of the area.
When the central building is completed, the current cell tower
equipment now on Belmont will move to the rooftop, and the
tower will be removed.
Commissioner Rieves has arranged for meetings between the
property’s developers, nearby residents, and neighborhood
leaders.
In further concerns about the Greenville/Belmont intersection,
the City’s planning department tells us that the owners of the
former Shell station property have withdrawn their previous
application for the Celtic Gardens/’Merica Gardens restaurant
and re-submitted plans for a restaurant called Don Chingon.
The review of the new plans showed deficiencies, and the City
asked the applicant to provide corrections.
Across the street at the former WalMart location, there is no
word at this time of any future development.

THANK YOU
I want to say Thank You to a lot of
people. In October, we had our biggest
National Night ever. For us, this event is a
general health and safety themed event, but
its birth at a national level was through crime watches.
We had well over 1,000 people at the event. It was fun, festive, and
I got to see lots of neighbors interacting, making friends, catching
up on folks they hadn’t seen in a while, and just generally being
neighborly. For all who came out, thank you.

KEITH ALLEN
DALLAS POLICE

DARREN DATTALO,
CRIME WATCH COORDINATOR

We also had a great team of volunteers from LGNA, Lakewood
Heights and the Friends of Tietze Park Foundation. A small team
started about 3 months before the event, and dozens showed up
the day of the event to help with set-up and coordination. We also
had about two dozen local merchants from the neighborhood that
donated goods, services and funds to make the event a success.
Events like this create the bonds we need as neighbors to better
watch out for each other. For me this is what Crime Watch is about
– neighbors working together to make their neighborhood a better
place to live.
Whether you were a sponsor, a volunteer or just attended the event,
Thank You.

Yes, it is costlier to rent a box at any of the ubiquitous postal
businesses. Yes, it might be considered odd to ask your employer
if you can have a package received at your work address.
Certainly, it is a pain to remember that the shipping address is
different than the mailing/credit card billing address. Absolutely,
it’s more inconvenient to require a signature for delivery.

NOV • DEC 2016

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

What is the value to you for all that compared
to the possibility of the package being stolen?
Recently while patrolling the neighborhood,
I was flagged down by a neighbor on Lewis
Street who interrupted a package theft on La Vista Street. The
value of the package was $40,000.00.
I wish that the kindness exhibited was possible for everyone who
receives a package. We are all fortunate that we have choices
and can decide what is best for us. Read elsewhere in this
newsletter about tips from the BBB to avoid delivery thieves.

Have a great holiday season.

ASSOCIATION

MOCKINGBIRD TO ROSS / GREENVILLE TO SKILLMAN

THANKS TO DPD

Pam Mueller | VICE PRESIDENT
214-821-1554
Debbie Daniel | TREASURER
214-821-0747
John Dailey | SECRETARY
214-821-6324

DIRECTORS
Art Carrillo

214-714-5590

Lilia Estrada

214-874-3259

LGNA BOARD CHANGES

David Jones

214-300-1894

It is with sadness that we say good-by to Alan Schonborn from the
LGNA Board of Directors. Alan will be moving to Austin to take a
new position with the State. Thank you, Alan, and good luck with
your new endeavors.

Ken Lampton

214-502-5858

Art and his wife Nicole have two daughters, Sienna and Lila.

NEIGHBORHOOD

Patricia Carr | PRESIDENT
214-821-2562

Michelle Foreman 214-394-2487

It’s with great pride and pleasure that we welcome Art Carrillo
as the newest member of the board. Art has lived in the LGNA
area for 13 years and has been a realtor for twelve years. He
opened Texas Urban Living six years ago, as he says, “to serve
our wonderful diverse neighborhood.” He adds that he’s looking
forward to helping serve the community further through LGNA.

GREENVILLE

Gay Hopkins | VICE PRESIDENT
214-827-4559

SAFE PACKAGES

Most of us are reading on local media about UPS or FedEx
packages stolen from front porches. It is a good idea to ask
questions about the value of having packages shipped to a
more secure location than your front porch.

LGNA

LOWER

USEFUL NUMBERS
Darren Dattalo | CRIME WATCH
214-476-8023
Council Member Philip Kingston
214-670-5415
DPD Officer Keith Allen
214-671-3477
Sanitation / Bulk Trash
214-670-3555
Code Compliance
214-670-5708
Animal Services Call 311

Find out what’s going on.
Like Us on FACEBOOK
P.O. BOX 720067• DALLAS, TX 75372

Hundreds of National Night Out visitors took time to sign the giant “We Back the Blue” banner.
The 4’x8’ banner, printed courtesy of the UPS Store at Greenville and Mockingbird, allowed
plenty of room for folks to pen their messages to the police department. The picture shows only
a fraction of the banner.
Neighborhood representatives will be meeting with DPD to
present this example of our gratitude.

HOLIDAY SHARING

UPCOMING EVENT

Enjoy the holidays!

FIRE STATION BASKETS / TOYS FOR COPS

Saturday, December 17 brings two opportunities to boost your
holiday spirit.
For the eleventh year, the Lower Greenville Neighborhood
Association will be collecting Christmas goodies for the firefighters
at Station 17. It’s our way of saying “Thanks for watching out for
us.” Bring your cookies, brownies, chips & salsa, or any other
holiday treats – either homemade or purchased – and we’ll
assemble a basket for each of the three shifts and deliver the
baskets. Previous years have seen donations of non-food items
such as supermarket gift cards, games, and DVDs, and the
firefighters were delighted.
Again this year, we’ll be collecting gently used stuffed toys for the
Dallas Police Department. DPD officers keep stuffed toys in their
patrol cars to give to frightened children involved in domestic
violence calls or car accidents. This is a great opportunity to
participate in a compassionate effort while removing some of
the clutter from your home.
(CONTINUED INSIDE)

BULK TRASH DATE
PICK UP: Nov 14-18
EARLIEST SET-OUT: Nov 10
PICK UP: Dec 12-16
EARLIEST SET-OUT: Dec 8
PICK UP: Jan 9-13
EARLIEST SET-OUT: Jan 5
Remember: The city has a zero
tolerance for placing trash out
prior to the earliest set-out date.
Don’t get stuck with a fine for
missing the date.
LOG ON TO

LGNA.NET

for information
and updates.

