
CRIME WATCH UPDATE

LOCK IT UP

DARREN DATTALO,  
CRIME WATCH COORDINATOR

It’s time again for my broken-record speech. 
The long-time crime watchers have heard this 

dozens of times, but you’ve got to keep your 
doors locked whether you’re home or not. Same for your car, even if 
it’s in the driveway by the house. Every month, our ENP officer sends 
me the crime stats with UNLOCKED in big capital letters next to all 
the offenses where the car or home was left unlocked. 

Last month, there was a daytime burglary in Greenland Hills, just one 
block across Greenville. The burglar entered through an unlocked 
back door and encountered the homeowner who was then held at 
gunpoint while the accomplice searched for valuables. 

No one can say if this would have been prevented by the locked 
door, but it might have slowed them down long enough for the 
owner to call 911 or escape the house through the front. Please 
keep your doors locked at all times. 

If you are not already on our email list, drop me a note at  
CrimeWatch@LGNA.net to get my monthly Crime Watch reports. 
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BULK TRASH DATE
 PICK UP: June 12-18      
EARLIEST SET-OUT: June 8  

 PICK UP: July 10-14 
EARLIEST SET-OUT: July 6

 PICK UP: Aug 14-18 
EARLIEST SET-OUT: Aug 10 
Remember: The city has a zero  
tolerance for placing trash out  
prior to the earliest set-out date. 
Don’t get stuck with a fine for  
missing the date.

LOG ON TO  
LGNA.NET    
for information 
and updates.

UPCOMING EVENT
 WHEN Thursday, June 8   
  6:30pm

 WHERE Matt’s Rancho  
  Martinez, 1904 Skillman

 WHAT Self Defense/ 
  Awareness

AWARENESS AND SELF-DEFENSE

Find out what’s going on.  
Like Us on FACEBOOK

Save the date — Thursday, June 8 — for the next LGNA 
event featuring DPD Detective Whitt Melton demonstrating 
common-sense ways to protect ourselves. 

There have been incidents in recent months of robbery 
victims who were walking home or waiting for an Uber after 
an evening with friends. In our last LGNA newsletter, Officer 
Keith Allen told us that none of the victims was alone, yet they 
became victims. 

He urged us be cautious, be aware of your surroundings, and 
pay attention to what is going on around you. That’s good 

advice, and you can get a head-start on protecting yourself 
and your family at the June LGNA event.

As well as being a member of the Dallas Police Department, 
Whitt Melton and his family own Lone Eagle Martial Arts 

in Richardson. He has spoken to countless groups in Dallas 
about awareness, personal defense, active-shooter response, online threats 

for children and adults, and home burglary prevention. 

KEITH ALLEN—DALLAS POLICE

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Patricia Carr | PRESIDENT 
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 214-670-5708

Animal Services Call 311

STORM PREPAREDNESS
We’ll learn about self-defense concepts and techniques, none 
of them too physically demanding. Active/fitness levels are not  
a concern. 

As well as the awareness/self-defense lecture/discussion and 
activities, the event will be LGNA’s brief annual meeting with 
reelection of three LGNA board members. We’ll also be collecting 
Toys for Cops. (See articles inside.)

Thursday, June 8, 6:30 pm at Matt’s Rancho Martinez, 1904 Skillman. 
We’ll provide snacks, and there will be a cash bar. Consider staying 
for dinner to thank Matt’s for providing the meeting space.

Newsletter Volunteers Needed
Do you look forward to receiving the LGNA newsletter with its 
informative articles about your neighborhood? Can you spare 
six hours a year to assure the newsletter’s timely delivery? 

We need volunteers who can deliver newsletters on a regular 
and/or substitute basis. Newsletters are hand-delivered to 
2,700+ households in our area. All of those deliveries are made 
by volunteers who cover 2-4 blocks each. The newsletter is 
published six times a year, and it takes about an hour to cover 
the four blocks. (It’s good exercise, too.) 

If you’d like to help your neighborhood,  
email Director1@LGNA.net or call 214-821-2562.

From a weather perspective, this time of year is usually the time 
when damage from spring storms is at its peak. There is a push in 
the spring to get out information to help all of us prepare for what 
we hope doesn’t happen, but statistically we know is possible. 

One of the reasons the hacking of the emergency alert sirens 
prompted so much concern is due to the reliance on the warning 
that they provide. The earlier the warning, hopefully the safer we 
all are. 

I want to believe that severe weather will not impact Dallas, but 
this is also the time when you all should be aware – as one Dallas 
City Council member stated – that the Dallas Police Department 
(DPD) seems to be facing an impossible challenge. “It sounds like 
the perfect storm that’s coming.” 

The warnings about public safety in Dallas being at risk are similar 
to those given about the prospect of severe weather. Be prepared 
for something in case it does happen. Typically Dallas and  
LGNA experience an uptick in crime during the warm/hot months. 
Our aspiration is that the uptick doesn’t happen, but statistically  
it is likely. 

What makes this year different (more concerning) is the phenomenal 
attrition that DPD has been handed. Interim Dallas Police Chief 
David Pughes has stated, “Every day that I get another retirement

or resignation, it bothers me. We’re at a point now where we really 
need to be concerned about the [staffing] levels.” He adds, “We’re 
doing all we can to recruit, and I’m doing all I can to encourage 
the officers we have to stay with us.” 

This extraordinary set of circumstances does provide some 
opportunities. Some technological solutions may be implemented 
that will have a positive effect for all of you. The ability for LGNA to 
focus a bit more on working, not only with DPD, but also with your 
neighbors would have a lasting impact in making LGNA safer. 

Many residents of LGNA have provided video and still camera shots 
of suspects which have been helpful. We ask that you place a little 
more emphasis on better data. License plates of vehicles that you 
determine are suspicious are very useful pieces of data that we 
can use. If you have video capabilities, especially external, try to 
capture as much as you can for us. 

Look out for your neighbors. Engage them. It doesn’t have to be a 
30-minute conversation. Everyone is busy, but it can help to identify 
suspicious activity – (Why are those guys putting TVs in that truck? 
Our neighbors aren’t moving.) 

We are going to rely on you all more than ever to help make LGNA 
safe. Please look out for one another. 

  JAN 2017 FEB 2017 MAR 2017  APR 2017 
 
Home Break-ins 2 3 0 3 

Car Break-ins 4 9 6 4

Robberies 0 0 2 0

Auto Theft 1 0 3 0

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT AND JOIN LGNA NOW! 
For more information and to join go to LGNA.NET/JOIN-IN

Pollinator Gardens 

There are so many interesting people in LGNA, making this a great place to live. Recently, while on a 
morning walk, neighbors educated me on pollinator gardening. 

I noticed Amanda and Jon Schulz tending flowers in their lawn and just had to stop and ask. Amanda 
was gracious enough to take time and tell me about their “pollinator garden.” Jon, her husband,  
paid us no mind as he photographed the proof of their pollinating success. (They shared examples of 

Jon’s photography.)

Amanda has been instrumental in teaching others about pollinator gardening at her son’s school and 
says that with this garden they hope to attract over 40 species of pollinators (almost half of which are 
butterflies) to their small patch of native plants.  I am enthralled by her daily posts on Facebook. 

Providing patches of flowers is one thing we all can do to improve the environment for pollinators. 
Creating foraging habitats not only helps the bees, wasps, butterflies, and flies that pollinate these plants, 

but also results in beautiful, appealing landscapes. 

Pollinators require two essential components in their habitat – somewhere to nest and flowers from 
which to gather nectar and pollen. Native plants are undoubtedly the best source of food for pollinators 
because plants and their pollinators have coevolved. Many varieties of garden plants are also good for 
these important insects. Check out the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center, Wildflower.org, to learn about 
pollinators in our area. 

For the best results for a successful pollinator garden consider the following:

•  Most pollinator-friendly plants prefer sites that receive full sun 
throughout most of the day and are mostly open, with few large trees.

• Choose a variety of plants with overlapping and sequential bloom 
periods to provide food for pollinators throughout the seasons.

•  Habitat patches that are bigger and closer to other patches are 
generally better than those that are smaller and more isolated from 
one another. 

•  Flowers clustered into clumps of one species will attract more 
pollinators than individual plants scattered through a habitat patch.

• For small areas like gardens, transplants are usually easier to use 
and will bloom faster than plants started from seed.

• Protect pollinators from insecticides

It is truly an experience to watch life evolve from this small 
patch of science right in the heart of LGNA. Thanks to Amanda  
and Jon for sharing. 

Send your gardening questions to  
Sara by email at: DigThis@LGNA.net

sara wick
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As well as hosting self-defense topics, the June 8 Lower 
Greenville Neighborhood Association event will include LGNA’s 
annual meeting which includes election of three posts on the 
LGNA board of directors. All three candidates are nominated for 
reelection to the board.

John Dailey was elected to the LGNA board in 2010. John is a 
long-time LGNA member and currently serves as secretary. He is 
an active participant in LGNA projects, including National Night 
Out and St. Patrick’s sign postings.

Michelle Foreman was elected as an LGNA board member in 
2013. Her love for the neighborhood is reflected by her enthusiastic 
participation in many projects. Michelle coordinates newsletter 
advertising sales. 

Pam Mueller also was elected to the LGNA board in 2013. Pam 
volunteers to participate in board sub-committees and worked 
with Robert E. Lee Elementary faculty, staff, and PTA to form the 
successful Cougar Character Club for fifth graders.

Ballots have been mailed to LGNA voting members. At least one-
third of the membership must vote, so each ballot is important. 
Promptly marking and returning your ballot to PO Box 720067, 
Dallas 75372 will be appreciated.

Didn’t receive a ballot? While every resident in the Lower 
Greenville Neighborhood Association area – Ross to Mockingbird, 
Greenville to Skillman– is a member of LGNA, dues-paying 
households enjoy voting membership. 

If you didn’t receive a proxy ballot, consider clipping the 
membership coupon in this newsletter or using PayPal at  
LGNA.net so that you can enjoy larger participation in LGNA. 
Annual dues are a very reasonable $20 per household with only 
$5 for residents 65+. Your neighborhood association can remain 
active and grow only with resident participation. If you can also 
give of your time, please let us know.

LGNA ANNUAL MEETING

TOP WAYS TO PREVENT 
WILDLIFE PROBLEMS

From 911Wildlife, here are ways to keep the wild critters from turning 
your home and yard into their preferred playground.

 • Don’t leave cat or dog food outside at night.

 • Don’t leave bird seed in feeders or on the  
  ground overnight.

 • Don’t put unsecured garbage outside at night.

 • If you have a pet door, securely close it at night.

 • Trim overhanging branches that provide easy access  
  to your roof for squirrels.

 • If you have a chimney, make sure that it has  
  a secure cap.

 • Thoroughly inspect your roof, eaves, and siding  
  for signs of damage. 

 • Cover attic vents, other roof openings, and foundation  
  vents with heavy-gauge, rustproof wire mesh.

 • If you have a deck, install an L-shaped barrier to  
  prevent animals from digging beneath it.

 • Share this information with your neighbors.

Thanks to 911 Wildlife for sharing this info with us.  
See 911wildlife.com for more info.

Bring your gently used stuffed toys to the June 8 Self-Defense event 
at Matt’s Rancho Martinez. We’ll have one more opportunity to 
help LGNA’s Toys for Cops campaign. 

Dallas Police Department patrol cars carry stuffed toys for 
distribution to children who are distressed by traumatic events 
such as domestic violence or traffic accidents. DPD’s Central 
Patrol distributes close to 500 toys per year. To help in this effort, 
LGNA collects gently-used stuffed toys twice a year – a December 
collection with a second collection at mid-year. In previous years, 
area residents have been generous and compassionate at both 
collection times. But 500 is a lot of kids in need of reassurance. We 
need to continue the effort.

All your generosity is appreciated. Please clean out your closets 
for a win-win result – cleaner closets and happier kids. The toys 
don’t have to be large or collectable. Large toys are great, but  
all that’s needed is a small toy that can be cuddled by a  
frightened child.

If you’re unable to attend the June event, you can drop your 
contributions at 5843 Vanderbilt. A box will be on the front porch 
from June 6 through June 16.

TOYS FOR COPS

The LGNA newsletter now features advertising from neighborhood businesses.  
Our full-color newsletter is delivered to 2,700 households in the LGNA area.  

If you’re interested in showcasing your business at a nominal rate, contact Advertising@LGNA.net

ADVERTISING IN THE LGNA NEWSLETTER

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT AND JOIN NOW!

Please print clearly! Email addresses are required to receive neighborhood alerts. Personal information is not shared with any outside group 
or used for any other purpose. Receipts will be furnished upon request. Checks for LGNA membership should be made out to LGNA. For  
Extended Neighborhood Patrol membership, checks should be made out to LGNA-ENP. Please provide separate checks if possible. 
Mail this form and check payable to LGNA or LGNA-ENP to: PO Box 720067, Dallas, TX 75372 (or bring it to the next LGNA meeting).

!

name:

address:

phone:

cell:

email:

 Please choose all that apply:

n	 Join LGNA ($20/yr, $5 for 65+)

n	 Join Expanded Neighborhood  
 Patrol ($200/yr, $150 for 65+)

n	Add me to the Crime Watch  
 Email List

n	 Please contact me about  
 Volunteering

Pay Pal Now Available: LGNA has made it a little easier for you to become a member. We’ve added PayPal to the 
LGNA website. On the site, you’ll see two buttons, one for regular membership and one for seniors (65+).  If you have a 
PayPal account, you can use that directly. If not, you can skip that step and proceed directly to a credit card processing 
page. LGNA does not receive your credit card information, only the contact information. There is no surcharge added to 
the regular $20 per household membership ($5 for seniors).

Arastu Jahanbin

AUTO * HOME * LIFE * BUSINESS

"The most appropriate coverage
at the most competitive price!"

214-800-2872
www.ajainsurance.com

AJ & Associates
Insurance Brokerage

DiD yoU know?DiD yoU know?
PRE-LEE ASSOCIATION    
There’s a PTA-type group for parents of younger children who  
will attend Robert E. Lee Elementary. The group has regular  
parent meetings and an informative newsletter. Check out 
PreLeeDallas.com or email PreRELee@gmail.com for more info.

FOOD INSPECTION SCORES 
Did you know that the City Health Department’s restaurant 
inspection scores are posted online? You can discover whether 
or not you should start avoiding your favorite restaurant by going 
to 2.dallascityhall.com/FoodInspection/SearchScores.com for the 
latest inspection results.

BULK TRASH AND BRUSH  
When placing bulk trash and brush on the curbside for monthly 
pick-up, the City asks that you make separate piles for brush and 
bulk trash. The City sends out two types of truck – one for bulk trash 
and another for brush. If not mixed with trash, brush is transported 
to special sites where it is it is chipped into mulch. Excess mulch may 
be offered to Dallas residents free of charge. Call 311 for info on 
availability and location.

HAZARDOUS CHEMICALS  
Chemical products for home use such as paint, lawn and garden 
chemicals, aerosol sprays, pool chemicals, cleaners and polishes, 
batteries of all kinds, automotive fluids and oil filters, and fluorescent 
light tubes may be taken to the County’s home chemical collection 
center at 11234 Plano Road. There is no charge to Dallas County 
residents. Bring a driver’s license or utility bill to prove residency. 

SMOKE DETECTORS 
Dallas Fire Rescue provides free smoke alarms for City of Dallas 
residents. Fire Rescue staff will also provide a fire inspection 
for homes.  In addition, the Dallas Fire-Rescue Department is 
now installing smoke alarms for persons who are deaf or have  
hearing impairments. 

Smoke detectors are available to the public free of charge and 
will be installed by Fire-Rescue personnel or volunteer groups.  Low 
income, elderly, or disabled citizens are targeted for this program.  

To request service, go to DallasCityHall.com, scroll down and click 
on “311 Services – Request a Service.”  At “Service Type,” click to 
bring down the drop-down menu and scroll to “Smoke Detector 
Request.” Follow the prompts from there.

If you have a relative or neighbor who may need additional 
assistance in the event of a fire (e.g., wheel-chair bound), this 
information should be provided now to Fire-Rescue Department.  
Additional information is available at: dallasfirerescue.com.

TALENTED PEOPLE NEEDED
The Lower Greenville Neighborhood Association is an organization 
of volunteers. We have a multitude of projects throughout the year 
– this newsletter, our LGNA.net website and Facebook page, St. 
Patrick’s neighborhood projects, our annual community dinner, 
Toys for Cops, cooperation with government, businesses, and 
other neighborhood groups… The list is long. 

Do you have a love for our neighborhood? Can you give a 
few hours to something you enjoy? Your few hours of delivering 
newsletters, soliciting refreshment donations for St. Patrick’s 
volunteers, writing newsletter articles, or helping clean up after 
the community dinner will definitely be appreciated by your 
neighbors. 

The Lower Greenville Neighborhood Association has been 
described as one of the most active neighborhood associations 
in the city.  That activity would not be possible without volunteers 
who help LGNA thrive. Email Director1@LGNA.net and let us know 
how you’d like to share your talents.

Watch your 

speed in the 

neighborhood.

Find out what’s going on.  
Like Us on FACEBOOK
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2013. Her love for the neighborhood is reflected by her enthusiastic 
participation in many projects. Michelle coordinates newsletter 
advertising sales. 

Pam Mueller also was elected to the LGNA board in 2013. Pam 
volunteers to participate in board sub-committees and worked 
with Robert E. Lee Elementary faculty, staff, and PTA to form the 
successful Cougar Character Club for fifth graders.

Ballots have been mailed to LGNA voting members. At least one-
third of the membership must vote, so each ballot is important. 
Promptly marking and returning your ballot to PO Box 720067, 
Dallas 75372 will be appreciated.

Didn’t receive a ballot? While every resident in the Lower 
Greenville Neighborhood Association area – Ross to Mockingbird, 
Greenville to Skillman– is a member of LGNA, dues-paying 
households enjoy voting membership. 

If you didn’t receive a proxy ballot, consider clipping the 
membership coupon in this newsletter or using PayPal at  
LGNA.net so that you can enjoy larger participation in LGNA. 
Annual dues are a very reasonable $20 per household with only 
$5 for residents 65+. Your neighborhood association can remain 
active and grow only with resident participation. If you can also 
give of your time, please let us know.

LGNA ANNUAL MEETING

TOP WAYS TO PREVENT 
WILDLIFE PROBLEMS

From 911Wildlife, here are ways to keep the wild critters from turning 
your home and yard into their preferred playground.

 • Don’t leave cat or dog food outside at night.

 • Don’t leave bird seed in feeders or on the  
  ground overnight.

 • Don’t put unsecured garbage outside at night.

 • If you have a pet door, securely close it at night.

 • Trim overhanging branches that provide easy access  
  to your roof for squirrels.

 • If you have a chimney, make sure that it has  
  a secure cap.

 • Thoroughly inspect your roof, eaves, and siding  
  for signs of damage. 

 • Cover attic vents, other roof openings, and foundation  
  vents with heavy-gauge, rustproof wire mesh.

 • If you have a deck, install an L-shaped barrier to  
  prevent animals from digging beneath it.

 • Share this information with your neighbors.

Thanks to 911 Wildlife for sharing this info with us.  
See 911wildlife.com for more info.

Bring your gently used stuffed toys to the June 8 Self-Defense event 
at Matt’s Rancho Martinez. We’ll have one more opportunity to 
help LGNA’s Toys for Cops campaign. 

Dallas Police Department patrol cars carry stuffed toys for 
distribution to children who are distressed by traumatic events 
such as domestic violence or traffic accidents. DPD’s Central 
Patrol distributes close to 500 toys per year. To help in this effort, 
LGNA collects gently-used stuffed toys twice a year – a December 
collection with a second collection at mid-year. In previous years, 
area residents have been generous and compassionate at both 
collection times. But 500 is a lot of kids in need of reassurance. We 
need to continue the effort.

All your generosity is appreciated. Please clean out your closets 
for a win-win result – cleaner closets and happier kids. The toys 
don’t have to be large or collectable. Large toys are great, but  
all that’s needed is a small toy that can be cuddled by a  
frightened child.

If you’re unable to attend the June event, you can drop your 
contributions at 5843 Vanderbilt. A box will be on the front porch 
from June 6 through June 16.

TOYS FOR COPS

The LGNA newsletter now features advertising from neighborhood businesses.  
Our full-color newsletter is delivered to 2,700 households in the LGNA area.  

If you’re interested in showcasing your business at a nominal rate, contact Advertising@LGNA.net

ADVERTISING IN THE LGNA NEWSLETTER

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT AND JOIN NOW!

Please print clearly! Email addresses are required to receive neighborhood alerts. Personal information is not shared with any outside group 
or used for any other purpose. Receipts will be furnished upon request. Checks for LGNA membership should be made out to LGNA. For  
Extended Neighborhood Patrol membership, checks should be made out to LGNA-ENP. Please provide separate checks if possible. 
Mail this form and check payable to LGNA or LGNA-ENP to: PO Box 720067, Dallas, TX 75372 (or bring it to the next LGNA meeting).

!

name:

address:

phone:

cell:

email:

 Please choose all that apply:

n	 Join LGNA ($20/yr, $5 for 65+)

n	 Join Expanded Neighborhood  
 Patrol ($200/yr, $150 for 65+)

n	Add me to the Crime Watch  
 Email List

n	 Please contact me about  
 Volunteering

Pay Pal Now Available: LGNA has made it a little easier for you to become a member. We’ve added PayPal to the 
LGNA website. On the site, you’ll see two buttons, one for regular membership and one for seniors (65+).  If you have a 
PayPal account, you can use that directly. If not, you can skip that step and proceed directly to a credit card processing 
page. LGNA does not receive your credit card information, only the contact information. There is no surcharge added to 
the regular $20 per household membership ($5 for seniors).

Arastu Jahanbin

AUTO * HOME * LIFE * BUSINESS

"The most appropriate coverage
at the most competitive price!"

214-800-2872
www.ajainsurance.com

AJ & Associates
Insurance Brokerage

DiD yoU know?DiD yoU know?
PRE-LEE ASSOCIATION    
There’s a PTA-type group for parents of younger children who  
will attend Robert E. Lee Elementary. The group has regular  
parent meetings and an informative newsletter. Check out 
PreLeeDallas.com or email PreRELee@gmail.com for more info.

FOOD INSPECTION SCORES 
Did you know that the City Health Department’s restaurant 
inspection scores are posted online? You can discover whether 
or not you should start avoiding your favorite restaurant by going 
to 2.dallascityhall.com/FoodInspection/SearchScores.com for the 
latest inspection results.

BULK TRASH AND BRUSH  
When placing bulk trash and brush on the curbside for monthly 
pick-up, the City asks that you make separate piles for brush and 
bulk trash. The City sends out two types of truck – one for bulk trash 
and another for brush. If not mixed with trash, brush is transported 
to special sites where it is it is chipped into mulch. Excess mulch may 
be offered to Dallas residents free of charge. Call 311 for info on 
availability and location.

HAZARDOUS CHEMICALS  
Chemical products for home use such as paint, lawn and garden 
chemicals, aerosol sprays, pool chemicals, cleaners and polishes, 
batteries of all kinds, automotive fluids and oil filters, and fluorescent 
light tubes may be taken to the County’s home chemical collection 
center at 11234 Plano Road. There is no charge to Dallas County 
residents. Bring a driver’s license or utility bill to prove residency. 

SMOKE DETECTORS 
Dallas Fire Rescue provides free smoke alarms for City of Dallas 
residents. Fire Rescue staff will also provide a fire inspection 
for homes.  In addition, the Dallas Fire-Rescue Department is 
now installing smoke alarms for persons who are deaf or have  
hearing impairments. 

Smoke detectors are available to the public free of charge and 
will be installed by Fire-Rescue personnel or volunteer groups.  Low 
income, elderly, or disabled citizens are targeted for this program.  

To request service, go to DallasCityHall.com, scroll down and click 
on “311 Services – Request a Service.”  At “Service Type,” click to 
bring down the drop-down menu and scroll to “Smoke Detector 
Request.” Follow the prompts from there.

If you have a relative or neighbor who may need additional 
assistance in the event of a fire (e.g., wheel-chair bound), this 
information should be provided now to Fire-Rescue Department.  
Additional information is available at: dallasfirerescue.com.

TALENTED PEOPLE NEEDED
The Lower Greenville Neighborhood Association is an organization 
of volunteers. We have a multitude of projects throughout the year 
– this newsletter, our LGNA.net website and Facebook page, St. 
Patrick’s neighborhood projects, our annual community dinner, 
Toys for Cops, cooperation with government, businesses, and 
other neighborhood groups… The list is long. 

Do you have a love for our neighborhood? Can you give a 
few hours to something you enjoy? Your few hours of delivering 
newsletters, soliciting refreshment donations for St. Patrick’s 
volunteers, writing newsletter articles, or helping clean up after 
the community dinner will definitely be appreciated by your 
neighbors. 

The Lower Greenville Neighborhood Association has been 
described as one of the most active neighborhood associations 
in the city.  That activity would not be possible without volunteers 
who help LGNA thrive. Email Director1@LGNA.net and let us know 
how you’d like to share your talents.

Watch your 

speed in the 

neighborhood.

Find out what’s going on.  
Like Us on FACEBOOK
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CRIME WATCH UPDATE

LOCK IT UP

DARREN DATTALO,  
CRIME WATCH COORDINATOR

It’s time again for my broken-record speech. 
The long-time crime watchers have heard this 

dozens of times, but you’ve got to keep your 
doors locked whether you’re home or not. Same for your car, even if 
it’s in the driveway by the house. Every month, our ENP officer sends 
me the crime stats with UNLOCKED in big capital letters next to all 
the offenses where the car or home was left unlocked. 

Last month, there was a daytime burglary in Greenland Hills, just one 
block across Greenville. The burglar entered through an unlocked 
back door and encountered the homeowner who was then held at 
gunpoint while the accomplice searched for valuables. 

No one can say if this would have been prevented by the locked 
door, but it might have slowed them down long enough for the 
owner to call 911 or escape the house through the front. Please 
keep your doors locked at all times. 

If you are not already on our email list, drop me a note at  
CrimeWatch@LGNA.net to get my monthly Crime Watch reports. 
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BULK TRASH DATE
 PICK UP: June 12-18      
EARLIEST SET-OUT: June 8  

 PICK UP: July 10-14 
EARLIEST SET-OUT: July 6

 PICK UP: Aug 14-18 
EARLIEST SET-OUT: Aug 10 
Remember: The city has a zero  
tolerance for placing trash out  
prior to the earliest set-out date. 
Don’t get stuck with a fine for  
missing the date.

LOG ON TO  
LGNA.NET    
for information 
and updates.

UPCOMING EVENT
 WHEN Thursday, June 8   
  6:30pm

 WHERE Matt’s Rancho  
  Martinez, 1904 Skillman

 WHAT Self Defense/ 
  Awareness

AWARENESS AND SELF-DEFENSE

Find out what’s going on.  
Like Us on FACEBOOK

Save the date — Thursday, June 8 — for the next LGNA 
event featuring DPD Detective Whitt Melton demonstrating 
common-sense ways to protect ourselves. 

There have been incidents in recent months of robbery 
victims who were walking home or waiting for an Uber after 
an evening with friends. In our last LGNA newsletter, Officer 
Keith Allen told us that none of the victims was alone, yet they 
became victims. 

He urged us be cautious, be aware of your surroundings, and 
pay attention to what is going on around you. That’s good 

advice, and you can get a head-start on protecting yourself 
and your family at the June LGNA event.

As well as being a member of the Dallas Police Department, 
Whitt Melton and his family own Lone Eagle Martial Arts 

in Richardson. He has spoken to countless groups in Dallas 
about awareness, personal defense, active-shooter response, online threats 

for children and adults, and home burglary prevention. 

KEITH ALLEN—DALLAS POLICE

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Patricia Carr | PRESIDENT 
214-821-2562

Gay Hopkins | VICE PRESIDENT 
214-827-4559

Pam Mueller | VICE PRESIDENT 
214-821-1554

Debbie Daniel | TREASURER 
214-821-0747

John Dailey | SECRETARY 
214-821-6324

 DIRECTORS
 Art Carrillo 214-714-5590

 Lilia Estrada 214-874-3259

 Michelle Foreman 214-394-2487

 David Jones 214-300-1894

   Ken Lampton 214-502-5858

USEFUL NUMBERS

Darren Dattalo | CRIME WATCH 
214-476-8023 

Council Member Philip Kingston 
214-670-5415

DPD Officer Keith Allen 
214-671-3477

Sanitation / Bulk Trash 
214-670-3555

Code Compliance 
 214-670-5708

Animal Services Call 311

STORM PREPAREDNESS
We’ll learn about self-defense concepts and techniques, none 
of them too physically demanding. Active/fitness levels are not  
a concern. 

As well as the awareness/self-defense lecture/discussion and 
activities, the event will be LGNA’s brief annual meeting with 
reelection of three LGNA board members. We’ll also be collecting 
Toys for Cops. (See articles inside.)

Thursday, June 8, 6:30 pm at Matt’s Rancho Martinez, 1904 Skillman. 
We’ll provide snacks, and there will be a cash bar. Consider staying 
for dinner to thank Matt’s for providing the meeting space.

Newsletter Volunteers Needed
Do you look forward to receiving the LGNA newsletter with its 
informative articles about your neighborhood? Can you spare 
six hours a year to assure the newsletter’s timely delivery? 

We need volunteers who can deliver newsletters on a regular 
and/or substitute basis. Newsletters are hand-delivered to 
2,700+ households in our area. All of those deliveries are made 
by volunteers who cover 2-4 blocks each. The newsletter is 
published six times a year, and it takes about an hour to cover 
the four blocks. (It’s good exercise, too.) 

If you’d like to help your neighborhood,  
email Director1@LGNA.net or call 214-821-2562.

From a weather perspective, this time of year is usually the time 
when damage from spring storms is at its peak. There is a push in 
the spring to get out information to help all of us prepare for what 
we hope doesn’t happen, but statistically we know is possible. 

One of the reasons the hacking of the emergency alert sirens 
prompted so much concern is due to the reliance on the warning 
that they provide. The earlier the warning, hopefully the safer we 
all are. 

I want to believe that severe weather will not impact Dallas, but 
this is also the time when you all should be aware – as one Dallas 
City Council member stated – that the Dallas Police Department 
(DPD) seems to be facing an impossible challenge. “It sounds like 
the perfect storm that’s coming.” 

The warnings about public safety in Dallas being at risk are similar 
to those given about the prospect of severe weather. Be prepared 
for something in case it does happen. Typically Dallas and  
LGNA experience an uptick in crime during the warm/hot months. 
Our aspiration is that the uptick doesn’t happen, but statistically  
it is likely. 

What makes this year different (more concerning) is the phenomenal 
attrition that DPD has been handed. Interim Dallas Police Chief 
David Pughes has stated, “Every day that I get another retirement

or resignation, it bothers me. We’re at a point now where we really 
need to be concerned about the [staffing] levels.” He adds, “We’re 
doing all we can to recruit, and I’m doing all I can to encourage 
the officers we have to stay with us.” 

This extraordinary set of circumstances does provide some 
opportunities. Some technological solutions may be implemented 
that will have a positive effect for all of you. The ability for LGNA to 
focus a bit more on working, not only with DPD, but also with your 
neighbors would have a lasting impact in making LGNA safer. 

Many residents of LGNA have provided video and still camera shots 
of suspects which have been helpful. We ask that you place a little 
more emphasis on better data. License plates of vehicles that you 
determine are suspicious are very useful pieces of data that we 
can use. If you have video capabilities, especially external, try to 
capture as much as you can for us. 

Look out for your neighbors. Engage them. It doesn’t have to be a 
30-minute conversation. Everyone is busy, but it can help to identify 
suspicious activity – (Why are those guys putting TVs in that truck? 
Our neighbors aren’t moving.) 

We are going to rely on you all more than ever to help make LGNA 
safe. Please look out for one another. 

  JAN 2017 FEB 2017 MAR 2017  APR 2017 
 
Home Break-ins 2 3 0 3 

Car Break-ins 4 9 6 4

Robberies 0 0 2 0

Auto Theft 1 0 3 0

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT AND JOIN LGNA NOW! 
For more information and to join go to LGNA.NET/JOIN-IN

Pollinator Gardens 

There are so many interesting people in LGNA, making this a great place to live. Recently, while on a 
morning walk, neighbors educated me on pollinator gardening. 

I noticed Amanda and Jon Schulz tending flowers in their lawn and just had to stop and ask. Amanda 
was gracious enough to take time and tell me about their “pollinator garden.” Jon, her husband,  
paid us no mind as he photographed the proof of their pollinating success. (They shared examples of 

Jon’s photography.)

Amanda has been instrumental in teaching others about pollinator gardening at her son’s school and 
says that with this garden they hope to attract over 40 species of pollinators (almost half of which are 
butterflies) to their small patch of native plants.  I am enthralled by her daily posts on Facebook. 

Providing patches of flowers is one thing we all can do to improve the environment for pollinators. 
Creating foraging habitats not only helps the bees, wasps, butterflies, and flies that pollinate these plants, 

but also results in beautiful, appealing landscapes. 

Pollinators require two essential components in their habitat – somewhere to nest and flowers from 
which to gather nectar and pollen. Native plants are undoubtedly the best source of food for pollinators 
because plants and their pollinators have coevolved. Many varieties of garden plants are also good for 
these important insects. Check out the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center, Wildflower.org, to learn about 
pollinators in our area. 

For the best results for a successful pollinator garden consider the following:

•  Most pollinator-friendly plants prefer sites that receive full sun 
throughout most of the day and are mostly open, with few large trees.

• Choose a variety of plants with overlapping and sequential bloom 
periods to provide food for pollinators throughout the seasons.

•  Habitat patches that are bigger and closer to other patches are 
generally better than those that are smaller and more isolated from 
one another. 

•  Flowers clustered into clumps of one species will attract more 
pollinators than individual plants scattered through a habitat patch.

• For small areas like gardens, transplants are usually easier to use 
and will bloom faster than plants started from seed.

• Protect pollinators from insecticides

It is truly an experience to watch life evolve from this small 
patch of science right in the heart of LGNA. Thanks to Amanda  
and Jon for sharing. 

Send your gardening questions to  
Sara by email at: DigThis@LGNA.net

sara wick

PHOTO BY JON SCHULZ


